
COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Wednesday, 23 January 2013 

 
 PRESENT:  The Mayor (Councillor James Gartside) (in the Chair); 
Councillors Farooq Ahmed, Iftikhar Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Daalat Ali, Sultan Ali, 
Begum, Beswick, Bethell, Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, Boriss, Brett, Martin Burke, 
Philip Burke, Burns, Clegg, Danczuk, Darnbrough, Davison, Dearnley, Duckworth, 
Neil Emmott, Susan Emmott, Farnell, Jane Gartside, Godson, Greenall, Hartley, 
Hobhouse, Holly, Hornby, Hussain, Joinson, Kelly, Lambert, Linden, Martin, 
McCarthy, Metcalfe, Mills, Mir, Mulgrew, Neilson, O'Neill, O'Rourke, Robinson, Hilary 
Rodgers, Martin Rodgers, Rush, Stott, Sullivan, Wardle, Wazir, West, Williams and 
Zaman 

 
OFFICERS:  S. Downey (Executive Director), G. Rhodes-White (Executive Director), 
L. Fisher (Service Director), P. Kane (Service Director), C. Knowles (Service 
Director), D. Joy and M. Hardman (Corporate Services) 
   
Also in Attendance:  Six members of the public.   
 
Apologies for Absence:  Councillors Dutton, Murphy and Sheerin 
 
 
CIVIC PRAYERS 
 
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
67 The Mayor advised on the Chief Executive’s apologies for absence; the Chief 
Executive was presenting at a national conference and serving on a judging panel for 
the Local Government Association Awards 
  

Representatives from the Borough’s Children’s and Youth Councils were welcomed 
to the meeting. 
 
Councillor Metcalfe addressed the Council and thanked Members for their messages 
of support received during her recent medical treatment. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
68 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
MINUTES 
69. DECIDED – That the minutes of the Meetings of the Council held on  

17th October and 19th December 2012 be approved as correct records. 
 
PRESENTATION - CHILDREN'S AND YOUTH COUNCILS UPDATE 
70 The Mayor welcomed Sana Khan, member of the UK Youth Parliament and of 
the Borough’s Youth Council; James Bannon, deputy member of the UK Youth 
Parliament and member of the Borough’s Youth Council; Lewis Threlfall, Children’s 
Champion and member of the Borough’s Children’s Council; and Maariyeh Meerally,   
Deputy Children’s Champion and member of the Borough’s Children’s Council to the 
meeting of the Council. 
 
The representatives updated the Council on their personal inputs into the activities 
associated with their roles, and of the work being undertaken by both the Youth and 
Children’s Councils which were now working more closely together.  The 



development by the Councils of separate Forums for young carers, disabled young 
people and looked after children was advised, together with inputs into Council 
activities, including involvement in senior recruitment processes and in the 
contracting process for young people’s guidance and support services, and 
contributions to other issues affecting the Borough such as changes in the NHS and 
development of the local Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 
The three Party Leaders thanked the representatives for their presentation and gave 
their support to the activities of both the representatives individually and of the Youth 
and Children’s Councils more generally.  The Party Leaders, on behalf of the 
Council, and the Youth and Children’s Council representatives gave commitments of 
ongoing help and assistance between the three Councils. 
 
The Mayor, supported by all members of the Council present, expressed thanks and 
appreciation for the work being undertaken by the Youth and Children’s Council, and 
invited the Youth and children’s Council to attend further meetings of the Council in 
the future to provide further updates on their activities.    
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS 
71 There were no matters for consideration under this item. 
 
COUNCIL TAX 
72 The following Motion, of which Notice had been given in accordance with 
Council procedure Rules 11, was moved by Councillor Holly and seconded by 
Councillor Dearnley such that: 
 
“The Council should ensure that it receives any additional Government money 
available by setting a 0% increase in Council Tax. 
 
Secondly, if the Council sets an increase above 2%, including all levies, then it a 
discretionary referendum should be held”. 
 
An amendment to the Motion was moved by Councillor Brett and seconded by 
Councillor Williams such that all words after “The Council” at the start of the motion 
would be deleted and replaced by the words 
 
“will obey the letter of the law as outlined and set out by this Conservative and Liberal 
Government legislation with regards to a referendum on a council tax increase of 
0.93%’ 
 
Upon being put to the vote, the amendment was declared to be carried. 
 
Upon being put to the vote, the Motion as amended was declared to be carried. 
 

DECIDED – That the Council will obey the letter of the law as outlined 
and set out by this Conservative and Liberal Government legislation 
with regards to a referendum on a council tax increase of 0.93%. 

 
BLACKLISTING 
73 The following Motion, of which Notice had been given in accordance with 
Council Procedure Rule 11, was moved by Councillor Martin and seconded by 
Councillor Neil Emmott such that: 
 
"A number of construction companies have been challenged about supporting the 
existence of and subscribing to construction industry ‘blacklists’, which detail covertly 



gathered information on construction trade unionism, militant tendencies, poor 
timekeeping, trouble making, etc.  Blacklisting is an unacceptable practice and 
cannot be condoned.  The GMB union is leading a national campaign aimed at 
forcing those who have been involved in blacklisting to apologise to those who have 
been affected by it. 
 
 It is understood that the construction industry blacklist was collated by the 
Consulting Association (a private consultancy) and was then provided at a cost to 
construction companies as they sought to recruit/avoid new workers.  The 
Information Commissioner has investigated and taken action against the Consulting 
Association for this practice.  Furthermore, the Information Commissioner has taken 
enforcement action against a number of construction companies based on the 
evidence recovered from the Consulting Association. 
 
Owing to the concentration of construction activity in and around large cities, many of 
those alleged to have been discriminated against live in the country’s major cities, 
and undoubtedly this practice has disadvantaged residents of Rochdale. 
 
Given the potential impact on residents of this Borough, the Council resolves to 
support the GMB campaign." 
 
Upon being put to the vote, the Motion was declared to be carried. 
 

DECIDED – That a number of construction companies have been 
challenged about supporting the existence of and subscribing to 
construction industry ‘blacklists’, which detail covertly gathered 
information on construction trade unionism, militant tendencies, poor 
timekeeping, trouble making, etc.  Blacklisting is an unacceptable 
practice and cannot be condoned.  The GMB union is leading a national 
campaign aimed at forcing those who have been involved in blacklisting 
to apologise to those who have been affected by it. 

 
It is understood that the construction industry blacklist was collated by 
the Consulting Association (a private consultancy) and was then 
provided at a cost to construction companies as they sought to 
recruit/avoid new workers.  The Information Commissioner has 
investigated and taken action against the Consulting Association for 
this practice.  Furthermore, the Information Commissioner has taken 
enforcement action against a number of construction companies based 
on the evidence recovered from the Consulting Association. 

 
Owing to the concentration of construction activity in and around large 
cities, many of those alleged to have been discriminated against live in 
the country’s major cities, and undoubtedly this practice has 
disadvantaged residents of Rochdale. 

 
Given the potential impact on residents of this Borough, the Council 
resolves to support the GMB campaign. 

 
HOMELESSNESS 
74 The following Motion, of which Notice had been given in accordance with 
Council Procedure Rule 11, was moved by Councillor O’Rourke and seconded by 
Councillor Brett: 

 



"This Council recognises its responsibility in providing safe and secure routes for 
young people who find themselves temporarily homeless. 
 
This Council notes that Centrepoint estimates 80,000 young people experience 
homelessness every year nationally. The council acknowledges that, due to the fact 
that some young people who are without a secure home are sofa surfing, the full 
figures of youth homelessness may be higher than recorded figures collected both 
locally and nationally. 
 
This Council resolves to: 

• Identify ways of collating more data locally on youth homelessness. Work with 
local colleges, NHS trusts, Job Centres and other local services to identify 
additional ways this data can be obtained 

• Work with local and national charities and homelessness organisations to 
ensure that every young person who needs help, including those who are not 
deemed a priority or are ‘intentionally’ homeless, is at a minimum directed to 
where help and advice may be available if it cannot be delivered by the local 
authority. 

• Ensure that the online and face-to-face advice services include specific 
information on obtaining housing support if you have a disability, addiction or 
have mental health issues. 

• Use proactive channels to reach young people at risk to ensure they have the 
info about advice channels that are available. 

• Where not in existence, introduce a strategy for how the Council aims to bring 
more empty homes back into use." 

 
 An amendment to the Motion was moved by Councillor Kelly and seconded by 
Councillor Hilary Rodgers to insert the following words as a final bullet point at the 
end of the submitted Motion 
 
“Provide an adequate baseline of real homelessness provision (i.e. beds) in the 
borough for young people who find themselves in such circumstances”. 
 
Councillor O’Rourke, with the consent of Councillor Brett and of the Council, 
indicated the alteration of the Motion to include the submitted amendment. 
 
Upon being put to the vote, the Motion as altered was declared to be carried. 
 

DECIDED – That this Council recognises its responsibility in providing 
safe and secure routes for young people who find themselves 
temporarily homeless. 

 
This Council notes that Centrepoint estimates 80,000 young people 
experience homelessness every year nationally. The council 
acknowledges that, due to the fact that some young people who are 
without a secure home are sofa surfing, the full figures of youth 
homelessness may be higher than recorded figures collected both 
locally and nationally. 

 
This Council resolves to: 

• Identify ways of collating more data locally on youth homelessness. 
Work with local colleges, NHS trusts, Job Centres and other local 
services to identify additional ways this data can be obtained; 



• Work with local and national charities and homelessness 
organisations to ensure that every young person who needs help, 
including those who are not deemed a priority or are ‘intentionally’ 
homeless, is at a minimum directed to where help and advice may be 
available if it cannot be delivered by the local authority; 

• Ensure that the online and face-to-face advice services include 
specific information on obtaining housing support if you have a 
disability, addiction or have mental health issues; 

• Use proactive channels to reach young people at risk to ensure they 
have the info about advice channels that are available; 

• Where not in existence, introduce a strategy for how the Council 
aims to bring more empty homes back into use; 

• Provide an adequate baseline of real homelessness provision (i.e. 
beds) in the borough for young people who find themselves in such 
circumstances. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 2012/13 
75 The Council considered a number of appointment issues relating to outside 
bodies. 

 
DECIDED – That the following changes to appointments to Rochdale 
Development Agency and Rochdale Boroughwide Housing, 
memberships be confirmed:- 
(a) Rochdale Development Agency: 

Councillor Williams to replace Councillor Sheerin 
 (b) Rochdale Boroughwide Housing Board: 

Pauline Kane to replace Pam Smith 
(c) Rochdale Boroughwide Housing Shadow Board/Board of 

Directors 
Pauline Kane to replace Pam Smith 

 
DEPUTY MAYOR 2013/14 
76 The Council considered a report of the Licensing and Regulatory Committee 
recommending the nomination of Council Carol Wardle to the position of Deputy 
Mayor for the 2013/14 Municipal Year. 
 

DECIDED – That Councillor Carol Wardle be appointed to the position of 
Deputy Mayor for 2013/14. 

 
BUSINESS RATE BASE CALCULATION 2013/14 
77 The Service Director – Finance and Procurement sought approval for the 
setting of the business rates baseline for 2013/14 in accordance with the draft 
business rates retention regulations; the precept payment dates for 2013/14; and the 
future delegation of the setting of the baseline to the Licensing and Regulatory 
Committee. 
 

DECIDED – That (1) the change to how the business rates finance 
system will operate from 2013/14 be noted, and for 2013/14 only the 
Service Director – Finance and Procurement be authorised to conclude 
and agree the final baseline return (NNDR1) due on the 31st January 
2013 as prescribed in the draft business rates retention regulation; 
  (2) the proposed precepts payment schedule detailed 
within paragraph 5.2 to the submitted report be approved, subject to 
consultation with the Greater Manchester Fire & Rescue Authority; 



(3) the setting of the business rate baseline return 
(NNDR1) for future years be delegated to Licensing & Regulatory 
Committee for future years. 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
78 The Service Director – Corporate Services advised of the changes to the 
Council’s Constitution likely to be required on the transfer of the Public Health function 
from the NHS to the Local Authority that would take effect from 1

st
 April 2013.  The 

submitted report also advised of pending Regulations relating to the formal establishment 
of the Health and Wellbeing Board and revisions to health scrutiny arrangements, both of 
which had some connection to the Public Health proposals. 
 

 DECIDED – That (1) the transfer of the Public Health function, along with 
related staff, to the Local Authority with effect from 1st April 2013 be 
noted; 

   (2) it be noted that amendment of the Council 
Constitution will be required to be in place on the transfer of the Public 
Health function; on the formal establishment of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board, and in relation to health scrutiny arrangements with 
effect from 1st April 2013; 

   (3) all required amendments to the Constitution be 
delegated to the Chief Executive and the Monitoring Officer in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council, with a detailed report 
outlining all changes to a future Council meeting, to ensure the Council 
has plans in place for 1st April 2013; 

   (4) all the transitional decisions required on 
contractual matters and any related Legal agreements be delegated to 
the Chief Executive and the Monitoring Officer in consultation with the 
Leader of the Council, with a full risk and update report being presented 
to the three Party Leaders by the S151 Officer and Monitoring Officer for 
the 1st April 2013 transfer date; 

    (5) the existing arrangements for the Health Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee as the Committee responsible for statutory 
health scrutiny functions be confirmed up to the Annual Meeting of the 
Council to be held on 15th May 2013. 

 
MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS 
79 Members presented their Quarterly Reports and received questions from 
Members of the Council as follows:- 

(a) The Leader of the Council 
(b) The Cabinet Member for Finance 
(c) The Cabinet Member for Strengthening Communities 
(d) The Cabinet Member for Highways, Property, ICT and Link4Life 
(e) The Cabinet Member for Environmental and Operational Services 
(f) The Cabinet Member for Corporate Services and Townships 
(g) The Cabinet Member for Adult Care 
(h) The Cabinet Member for Regulatory Services and Housing 
(i) The Cabinet Member for Children, Schools and Families  
(j) The Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Customer 

Services 
(k) The Chair of Heywood Township Committee  
(l) The Chair of Middleton Township Committee 
(m) The Chair of Pennines Township Committee   
(n) The Chair of Rochdale Township Committee  
(o) The Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee  



(p) The Chair of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
  

DECIDED – That the reports be noted. 
 
REPRESENTATIVES ON JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES 
80 The representatives to the Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Authority, 
the Armed Forces (Reserve Forces and Cadet Association) and of Transport for 
Greater Manchester presented their reports. 
 
Questions and remarks to the above representatives and to the representative to the 
Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority were considered. 
  

DECIDED – That the reports be noted. 
 
URGENT EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
81 The Service Director – Corporate Services reported on decisions taken by the 
Executive in accordance with Special Urgency provisions and/or requiring exemption 
from call-in since the previous ordinary meeting of the Council. 
  

DECIDED – That the report be noted. 
 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2013/14 
82 The Service Director – Corporate Service sought agreement of the submitted 
draft Calendar of Meetings 2013/14. 
  

DECIDED – That (1) the Calendar of Meetings 2013/14 be agreed; 
(2) the Chief Executive be authorised to amend the 

calendar as necessary following consultation with the appropriate 
Cabinet and/or Committee Chairs. 

 
 


