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Minutes - 13
th

 March 2013 
 

Present 
Councillor June West (Vice Chair) RMBC 
Lauren Mason (Notes) Middleton Township Management  
Bob Magee Friends of Wince Brook 
Michael White Alkrington Resident 
Geoff Grime Middleton View Resident  
Christine Grime Middleton View Resident 
David Lees Green Volunteer 
David McKail Friends of Wince Brook 
Phil Traynor  Friends of Wince Brook  
Gary Leigh Absolute Angling 
Jean Bunner Middleton Resident 
Councillor Malcolm Boriss RMBC 
Councillor Jonathan Burns RMBC 
Councillor Pat Greenall RMBC  
Julie Simpson RMBC Environmental Enforcement 
Gordon Beverley  RMBC Environmental Management  
 

Apologies 
Audrey Riches Middleton Civic Association 
Teresa Fitzsimons Alkrington Resident 
Brenda Stringer Morton Street Resident 
Carol Geddes Friends of Alkrington Woods 
Jon Davenport Environment Agency 
Mick Ripley RMBC Street Services  
David Lappin Alkrington Resident  
Councillor Susan Emmott RMBC 
Councillor Carol Wardle RMBC 
Councillor Mike Holly RMBC 
Councillor Donna Martin RMBC  
Councillor Terry Linden RMBC 
Councillor Phil Burke RMBC 
Councillor Alan Godson RMBC 
Councillor Peter Williams RMBC  
Councillor Lil Murphy RMBC 
Councillor Pat Greenall RMBC  
Councillor Peter Joinson RMBC 
Councillor Linda Robinson RMBC 
 
1. Apologies & Introductions  
Apologies were noted as above. 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the meeting on 16th January 2013 were agreed as a true and correct 
record after adding Councillor Mike Holly to the attendance list rather than the apologies. 
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3. Matters Arising 
From Item 10 AOB;  
a) Julie Simpson advised that notice has been served on Geometric Furniture and should 
the land not be cleared by 27/03 then RMBC will undertake the works and issue an invoice 
to the land owners for the costs associated.  Julie also advised, following a discussion, that 
she monitors the situation with waste around Hanson Close and that the Fire Service are 
currently undertaking an audit of the area. 
b) Julie Simpson advised that she will chase up the problem of chewing gum outside the 
store following the dispute between Middleton Town Centre Management Company and 
McDonalds. 
g) Councillor West raised continued concerns about cars proceeding through the one way 
system at the bottom of Wood Street.  It was agreed Lauren Mason will chase up this 
matter with Eric Holliday on his return and also contact Steve Reay (Highways). 
 
From Friends of Jubilee Park 

a) David Lees advised that he delivered 13 letters to the owners of takeaways around 
the centre of Middleton to invite them to the Friends of group meeting.  2 responses 
were received, although no businesses turned up at the meeting.  David Lees 
reported that both the respondents recognised that the lack of waste bins were 
causing littler problems and provided assurance that they will collect litter discarded 
as a result of their businesses.   

 
From Action Points (16/01/2013) 

a) Issue D - Brenda Stringer (via email) advised that work undertaken to clear the 24 
Steps and Car parks at the top and bottom has been undertaken and looks 
fantastic, a bin has also been installed reducing litter.   

b) Issue E - The request to demolish the old weigh bridge/ tip entrance and office on 
Townley Street is currently being undertaken by Properties.   

c) Issue I - Julie Simpson advised that the waste behind Kirkway Shops has been 
cleared by the landowner.   

d) Issue K – Julie advised that she has spoken Highways to request gully cleaning and 
that where rubbish is still overflowing from the bins, businesses will be prosecuted.   

e) Issue I - a response has still not been received following the letter sent to Royal 
Mail, this will be followed up with a further letter.   

f) Issues N & O – Blocked gullies will be cleared in the next two weeks.   
g) Issue Q – David Lees questioned why the litter bins are not branded with RMBC? 

Advised that the bin was surplus to requirements and in stores.   
h) Issue R – the carpet and artifical trees were cleared 10 days later, this was to stop 

contamination.   
 
4. Grot Spots 

a) Jean Bunner advised that there are issues with litter and dog faeces around the 
Cheapside area.  Additionally, Jean advised that there is also a lot of mess around 
the sub-station and in the shrubs opposite the Cotton Tree pub on Boarshaw Road.  
It was agreed that United Utilities will be contacted by Jean with regards to the sub-
station and a clean up request made to Environmental Management for Cheapside 
and Boarshaw Road areas. 

b) David McKail advised that the passageway opposite St. Peters is full of rubbish and 
mud.  This information will be passed onto Environmental Management to request a 
clean up. 

c)  David Lees advised that Canky Ginnel has still not been reopened, he was assured 
that the ginnel would be open by mid-March; there is also a large build up of litter.  
The concerns about when the ginnel will be opened will be passed onto Eric 
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Holliday and Kerrie Smith and the clean up request passed to Environmental 
Management (once the ginnel is opened). 

d) Councillor Boriss advised that there were previously four litter bins on Kingsway and 
now only one remains which is full of dog faeces.  Councillor West advised that she 
has emailed South Ward Councillors and Mark Widdup, as there is a feeling that a 
new strategy is needed for replacing litter bins.  Lauren Mason will chase up the 
issue of bins being removed/stolen and not replaced with Environmental 
Management. 

e) Councillor West raised concerns about the grass verge on Springfield Road, from 
the junction with Mellalieu Street past the school.  Vehicles and contractors have 
caused the grass to become churned up and this will require repair once works on 
the school have been completed.  It was agreed that once the works are complete 
Lauren Mason will raise the issue with Highways and Environmental Management 
to look into.  It was also agreed that Chris Swift will be approached to see if any 
budget is available for the repairs from the BSF (Building Schools for the Future). 

f) Jean Bunner advised that she is trying to arrange some Estate Walkabouts again.   
g) Councillor Boriss advised that Mr Halliwell who lives at Embry Close complained 

about rubbish between Jubilee Terrace and Embry Close. To was agreed that a a 
site visit / walkabout with Mr Halliwelll, the Community Safety Officer, Township and 
Environmental management will take place to look at a way to resolve the issues. 
Gordon Beverley asked to be invited. 

h) Christine Grime asked that her thanks be noted for the clean up done around 
Springvale.  Julie Simpson advised that notice is being served on the land owner for 
the area which has not been done. 

i) Jean Bunner advised that 60-68 Long Street have very small gardens and are 
owned by Petrus and Valley Estates, the gardens have became overgrown and are 
full of rubbish.  Julie Simpson will serve notice on the landlords; previously this has 
resulted in removal of rubbish. 

j) Concerns were raised about Appleby’s and the consistent parking on double yellow 
lines; it was agreed that this issue needed to be sent once again to Highways to 
request additional enforcement.  

k) Clarification was sought on if parking on pavements is an offence punishable by 
enforcement or the Police?   

 
5. Transport Issues 
None raised. 
 
6. Friends of Middleton View 
No report. 
 

7. Friends of Jubilee Park 
David Lees advised that the trees are set to be pruned in the coming weeks, and there has 
also been work undertaken on the access to the Cemetery.  Jean Bunner advised that the 
bins from the Park seem to have been removed, it was agreed that Lauren Mason will 
chase this up and see if they can be reinstated.  David Lees advised that a meeting has 
been organised for 14/03/2013 with the Friends of Jubilee Park, Ian Trickett and Gordon 
Beverley to discuss the green spaces action plan for the borough.  Members raised 
concerns and were quite upset that through Township, they had not been made aware of 
this meeting and neither had the Conservation & Heritage Group, furthermore Cllr Burns 
asked that EM consult with members and Environment Forum on the wider strategy of 
Middleton’s open spaces and stated his concern that Boarshaw Clough was not included  
Following a number of discussions it was agreed that the meeting would be postponed and 
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rearranged when Members would be invited to attend and be involved formally in the 
consultation.  Gordon Beverley agreed to keep Members informed. 
 
8. Middleton Civic Association 
Christine Grime advised that there is a programme of activities in place for the coming 
year.  The group also secured funding for the Middleton tapestry to be professionally 
mounted by the Lancashire Council Museum Service.   
A discussion took place about a proposed monument for the old electricity works, with the 
suggested location of Townley Street. 
 
9. Friends of Wince Brook 
David McKail advised that the AGM took place in February, which both Councillor Boris 
and Councillor West attended. 
 
David McKail advised that the plans indicate a cul-de-sac for the Ramsden Farm land, 
which was purchased for £1/2 million, so it would require around 6 properties to make the 
purchase viable and works will commence in summer.  David advised that as the 
proprietors attended the AGM meeting, they seemed open to suggestions and the idea of 
pathways. 
 
All the rubbish around the waste exchange has to be removed this month, and John 
Davenport of the Environment Agency is in discussions with the insurers as there is a cost 
of £500,000 to take the remaining waste to landfill. 
 
The official water quality of Wince Brook has been checked and the results have come 
back as ‘poor quality’. 
 
10. AOB 
Councillors requested the attendance of Mick Ripley at the next meeting. 
 
Councillor West advised there is work taking place to replace bins missing on Oldham 
Road. 
 
David Lees advised that a planning application has been submitted for the gating of public 
footpaths between 36-38 Parsons Drive.  Gordon Beverley advised that their procedures 
had not been followed and he will report back at the next meeting on this issue.  Planning 
are proposing a meeting with residents and Community Safety as it is thought residents 
may have requested a dusk-dawn closure due to Anti Social Behaviour. 
 
Jean Bunner advised that the grid opposite 32 Kings Street is emitting a foul smell.  
Councillor Burns agreed to chase this issue up. 
 
12. Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Middleton Environment Forum will be on Wednesday 5th June 
2013 at Middleton Library, Long Street, Middleton, M24 6DU. 


