
NORDEN AREA FORUM 
 

Wednesday 12 March 2014 
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane, 

Norden, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: G. Mann, M. Steward, D. Cawthron, A. Conway, M. Newnham, C. Walters, A. 
Davenport, V. Chapman, N. Greenwood, C. McHugh, C. Alty, J. Snowdon, J. Watson, Mr & Mrs J. 
Kershaw, J. Oliver, R. Bennett, P. Dunning, S. Davison, B. Fearey, B. Greenwood  and E. Romaine, 
S. Mukherji, V. Mirchandani and P. Rowlinson  representing Coronation Power 
 
Officers: V. White & D. Lodwig (Corporate Services), N. Haile (GMP) 
 
Councillors: Gartside, Hobhouse, Winkler & Holly 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and other Officers present and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Apologies were received from Rev. Woodfall, M. Hollindrake, P. Fletcher, M. Ball, S. Haslam and B. 
& P. Paulinski. 
 
2. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The forum received updates from the previous meeting, and the following individual items were 
discussed: 
 
Moor Hill Footpath 
Following initial concerns around the quality of the work, the forum was informed that the path has 
now bedded down well and that the job done was a good one. 
 
Black Pits Chimney 
Councillors and Nigel Morrell continue to chase responses on this issue. 
 
Norden In-Time 
There were concerns around the behaviour of drivers, speeding, reversing dangerously, parking 
indiscriminately.  PCSO Haile intends to visit the owner to discuss these concerns. 
 
Bus Services 
A brief discussion took place around the lack of bus services to Norden after 7:30pm, it was 
suggested that companies could consider mini-bus type services, however bus services are 
regulated by TfGM, not the Local Authority, and are usually run on profitable routes only. 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Inspector Umer Khan has moved to a new role in GMP, and his role has been taken up by Insp. 
Michelle Hughes.  The Chair asked that the appreciation of the forum be passed on to Insp. Khan, 
and also thanked PCSO Haile for his continued good work throughout the Ward. 
 
PACT Priorities 
Burglary and youths causing annoyance have been agreed for the current month.  Crimes in Norden 
(burglary, taking from and of, motor vehicles) are lower than other wards in the P1 area. 
 
Off-road Bikes 



An operation is planned during the coming weeks on the moors.  The operation will be coordinated 
between GMP Rochdale Division, GMP Off-road Unit and United Utilities.  The Chair explained that 
responsibility for funding such operations should lie with United Utilities and the Land Owner, and 
commended United Utilities for their ongoing commitment, which he felt had not been as evident 
from Peel Holdings. 
 
Caldershaw Burglaries 
There have been three burglaries where offenders have broken into properties to obtain keys to 
high-end vehicles.  Residents were urged to hide keys from view. 
 
Norden Cricket Club Parking 
Complaints were again made about indiscriminate parking on Woodhouse Lane, particularly when 
matches are taking place. 
Action (1) Visit Cricket Club re parking problems (PCSO Haile) 
 
Edenfield Road Speeding 
There were complaints about speeding vehicles, often throughout the night.  PCSO Haile explained 
that it is impossible to be present all the time, but the Police are aware and have utilised the Smart 
Car on occasion.  He is still looking at the possibility of speed checks. 
 
Woodhouse Lane – Vehicle for sale 
There is a vehicle parked fully on the pavement, advertised ‘For Sale’. 
Action (2) Visit Woodhouse Lane re parked vehicle (PCSO Haile) 
 
Oakshaw Drive Indiscriminate Parking 
The problem is particularly evident at school times.  Police are aware of this problem, which is the 
same at every school, but are trying to address it.  A meeting is planned with Local Authority 
Enforcement Officers. The school regularly issues newsletters to parents appealing for them to be 
considerate. 
 
Caldershaw Road – Tractors 
A number of residents reported tractors speeding over humps, creating noise nuisance, and spilling 
mud and detritus on the road.  PCSO Haile will include this in his patrol plan, but explained that 
without witnessing an incident, or knowing which farm the tractors belong to, it is difficult to take 
action. 
 
4. PROPOSED ROOLEY MOOR WIND FARM (CORONATION POWER) 
Representatives of Coronation Power attended to present information on the proposals for a wind 
farm at Rooley Moor. Consultations and exhibitions have taken place, following leaflet drops to 
17,000 properties. 
 
The proposal is for up to 17 wind turbines, with a tip height of up to 125m high, and one permanent 
met mast.  The main access road will be Rooley Moor Road.  There will also be a sub-station and a 
construction compound.  A map was shown detailing the planned route from the M62 to site.  A 
community benefits fund amount has not yet been agreed, in response to this, the Chair said he 
would like to see a detailed response around the projection for the fund. 
 
The current status of the proposal is that modification will be made to the scheme following the 
outcome of the consultation, and an application submission is expected in April 2014. 
 
One resident asked how the company will guarantee the safety of horse riders using the bridleway 
network during construction, and it was acknowledged that a solution would need to be found, which 
may involve diversions around alternative footpaths, however horse riders would have right of way 
priority over vehicles.  The Chair stated that this was the latest in a series of proposals that have not 
taken on board the needs of the equine society, and impressed on Coronation Power the need to 
take their views on board.  In response Mr Mirchandani said that the company is aware of British 



Horse Society Guidelines and would take these into account. 
 
Questions were asked regarding why the company has previously erected wind farms at 
Todmorden and Crook Hill, and subsequently sold them.  Mr Mirchandani stated that those were 
‘strategic decisions’ to free up funds.  That led to residents questioning whether the intention for 
Rooley Moor was the same? 
 
Several members of the forum referred back to a previous application to re-open Ding Quarry which 
led to protests due to the proposed route to the site being the same as the one currently proposed, 
and warned Coronation Power that the same issues will be contested should this application 
proceed.  In response, the forum was informed that attempts to reach agreement with Peel Holdings 
in order to access the site via Scout Moor had failed, and that it is hoped that stone can be sourced 
directly from the site, which would reduce traffic movement. 
 
Some other points made included: 

• This plan will re-open this access road for 4x4 vehicles which will negate previous attempts to 
stop such access 

• Access for vehicles as mentioned above will result in a return to fly-tipping 

• Pleasure will be removed from walkers, ramblers, dog walkers and other recreational users of 
the moor 

• The beautiful landscape will be eroded 

• The development at Scout Moor has seen a reduction in the bird population 

• A final decision will be made in London regardless of opinion, even though the initial application 
will go to Rochdale 

• The effect on Bed & Breakfast business in the area will be devastating 
 
Finally residents asked why planning permission is limited to 25 years, and what happens after that?  
They were informed that the 25 year limit is because it is difficult to predict what the energy 
requirements will be then, and that if turbines are still a requirement, a further planning application 
can be submitted. 
 
Representatives of Coronation Power had now left the meeting 
 
Councillor Peter Winkler displayed a map showing the area around Scout Moor, Rooley Moor and 
two additional areas of land which he stated were potential areas for further development.  He went 
on to explain the complicated relationship between Coronation Power and Peel Holdings, and the 
logistics of land owned/licenced and sought by or between the two companies.  Following receipt of 
this information, the forum were in agreement that any objections or actions should focus on the 
issues around the planned access route rather than on the farm itself, and that it would be useful to 
join forces with objectors from Spotland & Falinge Area Forum. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
 
Former Turner Brothers Site 
The Chair referred to the recent fire, and said that depending on wind direction, there was every 
possibility that Norden would be affected by potential debris from the smoke, and that there was no 
measure of the air during the fire, which meant there was no information as to what the smoke 
contained.  He stated a sense of frustration around the Council’s limited powers of enforcement, and 
disappointment at the disdain he felt Officers showed towards some members of the TBA Working 
Party during a recent meeting.  He concluded by hoping that matters would progress in a more 
productive fashion. 
 
Rochdale Township In Bloom 
Norden will once again feature in the entry for 2014, and resources have been generously provided 
by Rochdale Township Action & Resources Committee. 
 



Norden Village Plan 
Martin Newnham presented a discussion document containing ideas on what should be included in 
a future plan for the Norden Ward/Village.  These were circulated to all attendees.  A discussion 
took place around those suggestions which were planning, preserving the character of the village, 
street furniture, public services, transport, countryside, energy, promotion of Norden, grants and 
donations and community involvement.  The forum felt they would like to see the plan developed, 
and anyone with comments was invited to submit them to Mr Newnham. 
 
Overtown Lane Grids 
It was reported that the grids on the access road to Top of the Royds Farm were built without 
permission by Peel Holdings, and that the Council were going to take action.  The grids had had an 
adverse effect on Bridleway 18. 
Action (3) Enquire re legal action over grids and feedback to resident (Val White) 
 
Friends of Norden Jubilee Park 
The recent Fair Trade Taster Session went well.  A Mayday event is planned for May 4th. The group 
is working with Ian Trickett to develop a Management Plan.  The group also welcomed rumours that 
RMBC is to ban smoking in children’s play areas. 
 
Condition of Public Footpaths 
A resident requested a survey of all footpaths, to identify which ones are most in need of repair.  
The Chair agreed to take this up. 
Action (4) Liaise with relevant officers re footpaths survey (Nigel Morrell) 
 
St. Paul’s Church 
Joanna Watson, Assistant Curate, introduced herself to the forum.  She explained that the Church is 
keen to become involved in the community and urged anyone to contact her if they feel she can 
assist. 
 
Norden Bus Terminus 
Rochdale Township Action & Resources Committee has allocated £20,000 for a scheme to improve 
road safety around the terminus. 
 
Councillor Hobhouse 
Councillor Hobhouse is not standing in the forthcoming local elections.  The Chair reminded the 
forum of the valuable contribution Councillor Hobhouse has made during her time as a Ward 
Councillor, she was particularly instrumental in the redevelopment of the old Norden Library, 
preventing development at Greenbooth, and the Naden Mill Development, and the forum thanked 
Councillor Hobhouse for her contribution to the betterment of Norden. 
 
6. WARD FUND UPDATE 
Due to lack of time, and the deadline for allocation of funds, consideration of bids to the Ward Fund 
was delegated to the sub-group. 
 
7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 18 June 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Norden Community Primary School 
 


