
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM 
 

Monday 17th March 2014 
Deeplish Community Centre 

Hare Street, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: M. Szymanskyti, M. Noman, S. Zaheer, V. Lomax, A. Nawaz, S. Mohammed,  
K. Ul-Haq, M. Ibraheem, Z. Azam, S. Ali, M. Zaheer, H. Ikram, M. Ashraf, M. Alam, Z. Rifat,  
M. Saleem, Z. Ali 
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management), M. Sheraz (Youth Service), P. Whiting 
(Environmental Management), J. Dunn (Early Break) 
 
Councillors: Linden, Wazir and Zaman 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and introduced Officers present.  Apologies were received 
from Councillor Sultan Ali, S. Ahmad, M. Salim, D. Snowden and Councillor Wazir (late).  All present 
were referred to the code of conduct and were asked to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting. 
 
A resident stated that there is an Active Citizens meeting on at the Police Station, and asked that 
the Police be given dates of future meetings to avoid clashes such as this. 
 
2. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The previous minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record, the following matter arose: 
 
King Street South/Mulberry Close 
It was stated that previous complaints about littering and ASB have not improved, and that no 
additional patrols have been seen in the area. 
Action (1) Contact Police re previous action/additional patrols (Val White) 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
There was no attendance from the Police, and no apologies had been received. 
 
4. ROCHDALE BOROUGHWIDE HOUSING 
A representative of Rochdale Boroughwide Housing attended to ask for ideas on how the 
organisation can better link in with the community.  He explained that they have 14,700 properties in 
Rochdale and explained how they can help people looking for housing. 
 
People interested in being housed by RBH or other Housing Associations who have available 
homes in Rochdale need to apply for housing through HomeChoice.  This can be done in the 
following ways: 
 
Apply online: http://www.rbhousing.org.uk/find_a_home/how_to_apply.aspx 
 
Call in to a Council office to pick up a housing application form 
 
Contact HomeChoice on 0800 027 7769 or 01706 274100 



 
There is also a free phone service located in Number One Riverside 
 
Once registered, applicants are to express interest in available homes, which are advertised each 
week via the HomeChoice website.  If people do not have access to the internet, they can go to any 
Council customer access point, such as Number One Riverside, where they will be shown how to 
bid, or can contact RBH on the numbers above.  Homes are let based on RMBC’s Lettings Policy, 
so this is based on the housing needs of the individual and the size of property they need. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
 
Early Break 
Outreach workers are currently working in the Milkstone & Deeplish area engaging with young 
people and families who have issues around substance misuse.  The forum was informed that 
anybody can refer or be referred into the service.  Many referrals come from the Police, Youth 
Offending Team, Courts, Colleges and Doctors surgeries.  Awareness sessions around what help is 
available are currently taking place. 
 
Recycling 
A number of projects are in development to try and increase recycling within the ward, however it 
was acknowledged that recycling in the area is more difficult due to the large number of terraced 
properties and narrow streets.  The projects will be carried out in conjunction with Greater 
Manchester Waste and will include a Faith Project and a Culture Project.  Food waste collections 
will also be looked at in the coming 12 months.  Door knocking, leafleting and conversations will be 
part of the project, and it is likely that changes will come out of these informal consultations.  
Anyone requiring a new bin can order one on the new Environmental Management Contact number 
– 0300 303 8884. 
 
Milkstone Road Street Sweeping 
A request was made for clarification on the scheduled day/time for sweeping the road around the 
canal bridge on Milkstone Road.  Mrs Lomax stated that she will ensure vehicles are not obstructing 
the sweeper if she has this information. 
Action (2) Request street sweeping schedule and confirm with Mrs Lomax (Val White) 
 
Canal Lighting Column 
The light on the canal, adjacent to the litter bin, is working intermittently.  The area is regularly very 
dark and it was stated that there have been a number of cars broken into as a result. 
Action (3) Report faulty lighting column (Val White) 
 
King Street South/Mulberry Street 
Discussed at the last meeting when the Police agreed to increase patrols, it was stated that the 
situation has worsened, and that there are problems with drug taking, prostitution and anti-social 
behaviour.  The area is within the dispersal order and residents were frustrated that the order 
doesn’t appear to be effective.  Councillor Wazir stated that the Police reported that crime is on the 
decrease, and he challenged this report.  However, residents were informed that statistics will show 
a decrease if incidents are going unreported. 
Action (4) Request additional Police patrols as promised at the previous meeting (Val White) 
 
Old Manchester Road TRO 
Residents again made representation objecting to the parking restrictions introduced outside their 
homes, and claimed the process for introducing such measures had not been followed correctly.  A 
list of questions and concerns was read out to the forum, and the residents concluded by stating 
that RMBC had denied receiving their objections.  The residents were informed that the procedures 
had been followed correctly, and that some objections had been received and considered prior to 
committee agreeing to go ahead with the scheme. 
 



When informed that they could have attended the Committee to speak in response to the proposal, 
they stated that a Council officer had told them it was a ‘closed’ meeting.  It was made clear that 
members of the public are allowed to attend the Committee, and the residents could not give details 
of the Officer in question.  Whilst 18 attendees at the forum supported the residents in their 
objections, it was reiterated that the scheme had been implemented following completion of the 
appropriate processes and consultations.  Councillor Linden agreed to look into the claims that 
submitted objections were not considered. 
Action (5) Residents to submit copies of objections to Councillor Linden (Residents of Old 
Manchester Road) 
 
Durham Street Petition 
A petition objecting to commuter parking on Durham Street was received and acknowledged.  
Residents stated that they are unable to park outside their properties and that levels of parking are 
causing unacceptable congestion and damage to vehicles.  The forum was informed that funding 
has recently been approved for a traffic study in the area, and that the petition and residents 
concerned will be passed to the Highways Officers that are conducting that study and asked to 
consider these concerns as part of that study. 
Action (6) Forward petition to Highways Officers (Val White) 
Action (7) Contact Highways to request promotion of new car park (Val White) 
 
Castlemere St Alley-Gating 
Residents asked what is the process for re-visiting a request for alley gates at the rear of 54 
Castlemere Street? 
Action (7) Refer residents details to Alley-gating Officer (Val White) 
 
Deeplish Street Grass Verges 
There were reports of parking on grass verges and a request to tarmac these areas, and complaints 
about charity clothing banks.  The forum was informed that both of these issues have been looked 
into, there is no funding available to create tarmaced parking areas, and Enforcement Officers have 
contacted the owners of the clothing banks and requested removal.  Unfortunately this is a big 
problem borough-wide and as soon as one bank is removed another usually replaces it. 
 
Deeplish Road/Stanhope Street Lighting Column 
It was reported that this lamp is on constantly, and has been since it was installed. 
Action (8) Report faulty street light (Val White) 
 
Tweedale Street Lighting Column 
It was reported that lamp no.2 is still not lit. 
Action (9) Report unlit column (Val White) 
 
Councillor Wazir 
This would be Councillor Wazir’s last area forum, as he does not intend to stand as a candidate at 
the May Election.  The Chair thanked Councillor Wazir for his positive contribution, participation and 
hard work.  Councillor Wazir stated that it had been a privilege. 
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday 9 June 2014 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Deeplish Community Centre 
 


