
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM 
 

Thursday 29 May 2014 
Spotland Methodist Church, Rooley Moor Road, 

Rochdale OL12 7ES 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Chaired by: Carl Faulkner 
 
Serviced by: Valery White 
 
Officers Present:  PC Goddard (GMP), L. Hodson (RBC Project Officer), M. Sheraz & J. Akhtar 
(RBC Youth Service) 
 
Residents Present: B. Holden, T. Powers, D. Croxon, B. Penty, B. True, P. Massey, J. Kay, M. 
Coats (Vice-Chair), B. Patterson, C. Dodgson, B. & J. Brierley, J. Ashworth, Mr & Mrs Somerville, D. 
Abdul, C. Faulkner (Chair), A. Perrins, P. Knowles, P. & C. Forden 
 
Councillors Present:  Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, Shefali Ahmed, Farooq Ahmed 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and Officers, and welcomed all to the meeting.  Apologies were 
received from T. Slack, J. & J. Fleming, N. Trevor, T. Whittaker, J. Ashworth, P. Knowles (late) and 
J. Addy. 
 
The Chair referred to the Code of Conduct and asked everybody to abide by the code for the 
duration of the meeting. 
 
2. PRESENTATION - REVEALING THE RIVER ROCH 
Laura Hodson gave a presentation detailing progress of the scheme.  The outcome of a Heritage 
Lottery Fund bid is due in June.  If successful works are due to begin in July 2014 and complete in 
July 2015.  Details of the main elements of the project were given, and the forum was informed that 
the project should lead to the development of an attractive wildlife corridor and creation of a 
sustainable habitat, along with public realm improvements. 
 
There were many responses from the forum, ranging from requests to incorporate the Rochdale 
market into the scheme, to concerns about litter, anti-social behaviour, street drinking and a feeling 
that the project would not improve Rochdale.  Conversely some felt that this is a real opportunity to 
revitalise Rochdale, and comparisons were made to the improvements around Salford and 
Manchester. 
 
The premises at No.5 South Parade will be opened as a Project Office and information/exhibition 
centre, and anyone wishing to obtain further information can drop in there. 
 
3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
 
Former TBA Site 
The Chair had established that some business rates for the Gate Lodge have been paid, the 
amount is unclear.  He also stated that the Council has collected business rates for other parts of 
the site during the last ten years, where this money has gone is also unclear.  Mick Coats left copies 
of a document stating his concerns around what he felt may be the future for the site. 
 



Coronation Power 
The forum was informed that no application has been received to date, however, all were 
encouraged to make their views known should they get the opportunity.  A large group march took 
place on Sunday 25 May 2014. 
 
Street Lighting 
Ongoing concerns about lighting not being bright enough were again discussed.  The forum was 
sceptical when informed that complaints have also been made in various wards that the lighting is 
too bright.  A resident asked whether Councillors have actually seen the contract with the 
Community Lighting Partnership, as they claimed that national requirements are not necessarily the 
same as contract requirements.  There were also concerns that some columns have been erected 
‘in trees’, and the forum wanted confirmation of who was responsible for the ongoing pruning in 
those areas. 
Action (1) Make enquiries regarding ongoing pruning of trees around street lamps (Val 
White) 
 
Innes School Site 
The forum was informed that contracts have been exchanged and a planning application is 
expected.  Residents registered concerns that whilst the site remains in its current condition it is 
unsafe, and that young people are regularly seen climbing on the roof. 
Action (2) Establish whether the trees around the perimeter are, or can be, protected prior to 
any development. (Val White) 
 
Ward Fund 
Tracie Powers requested a change of use for the £1490.00 approved for gym equipment at the last 
meeting.  The forum was in favour of the request and Tracie was advised to contact the Township 
Office with details. 
 
Lenny Barn Drainage 
There are continuing concerns that the drainage on the land is getting progressively worse, 
residents had been informed that this was due to a sewer collapse, and that a solution had not yet 
been found.  The Manager of the Football Club said he had been told by a Council Officer that the 
school had to give permission for the grass to be cut because the ‘School leases Lenny Barn’. 
Action (3) Liaise with Gary Green regarding lease comments (Councillor Shefali Ahmed) 
 
4. PACT MEETING - GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
PC Goddard attended and informed the meeting that burglary is still an issue Borough-wide, 
however, two prolific offenders have been apprehended and are on remand.  He also stated that 
GMP are currently working with other forces such as Lancashire, West Yorkshire and North Wales 
as they suspect that criminals from Rochdale are stealing vehicles from those counties. 
 
There have been a number of break-ins of sheds and garages, and vigilance was encouraged. 
 There have also been a number of incidences of young people throwing stones at buses in the area 
around Edenfield Road/Rooley Moor Road.  There is a possibility of a plain clothes operation in the 
future. 
 
Pappas Takeaway has now re-opened under a new name, however, work is ongoing with regard to 
previous arrests. 
 
Travellers have entered the TBA site this evening, the Police are aware and will look at the 
possibility of using their powers to remove them quickly. 
 
A document detailing recent crime statistics was made available. 



5. OPEN FORUM 
Church Inn 
It was confirmed that a planning application has been submitted and a decision is awaited. 
 
Churchill Street Tree 
A dangerous tree has previously been reported to Environmental Management, along with reports 
that children were climbing it, no action appears to have been taken. 
Action (4) Chase up report and progress (Val White) 
 
Weeds 
There were requests that streets be treated with weed killer, particularly around Belgrave Street and 
Thrush Street.  The forum was informed that there is a reduced workforce which, combined with 
restrictions on the strength of weed killer that can be used (a result of an EU directive), this is a 
problem throughout the Borough. 
Action (5) Enquire about schedule of weed spraying (Val White) 
 
Edenfield Road/Churchill Street Crossing Point 
Residents reported that a crossing point, installed approximately 18 months ago is in the wrong 
place, and that visibility is reduced for both motorists and pedestrians, creating a hazard.  They 
reported that even going at 30mph the visibility does not allow pedestrians time to cross safely, but 
that traffic is often speeding which increases the danger. 
Action (6) Look into possibility of funding a speed survey (Val White & Councillor Ahmed) 
Action (7) Request visual inspection of location of crossing point (Val White) 
 
Churchill Street Bus Shelter 
It was reported that a panel has been missing for a number of months, and that the shelter is open 
to the elements. 
Action (8) Report damaged shelter to TfGM (Val White) 
 
Former TBA Site Update 
William Hobhouse summarised the current position: 
“RMBC have issued a demolition notice and have written in precautionary principle for asbestos, 
which means that material is deemed to be contaminated with asbestos unless demonstrated 
otherwise.  Owner contractors are yet to decide whether they will treat all materials as 
contaminated, or seek to hire an asbestos surveyor to provide information to determine whether 
some material is not contaminated.  The Health & Safety Executive is responsible for agreeing, or 
not agreeing, that some material can be treated as not contaminated.  The TBA Working Party will 
meet to scrutinise any test results and methodology at short notice as appropriate”. 
 
Useful Contact Numbers 
Police – Non-emergency 101 
Police – Emergency 999 
Council Tax & Housing Benefit 0300 303 8870 
Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 0800 027 7769 
Environmental Management 0300 303 8884 
Environmental Health 0300 303 8871 
Street Lighting 0300 303 8881 
Highways & Engineering 0300 303 8879 
Planning & Regulation 0300 303 8873 
Library Services 0300 303 8876 
Family Information Services 01706 719900 
Strategic Housing 0300 303 8874 
Regeneration 0300 303 8878 
Property 0300 303 8880 
Job Vacancies 0300 303 8872 
Rochdale Council Switchboard 01706 647474 



Children’s Social Services 0845 226 5570 
Armed Forces Information 01706 926989 
Adult Social Care 0844 264 0867 
 
6. WARD FUND UPDATE 
Funds for 2013/14 were fully allocated.  Township Committee will decide in July whether ward funds 
will be allocated for 2014/15 and, if so, how much.  Township Officers have put forward 
recommendations, and it is hoped that each ward will receive £8,000. 
 
7. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 28 August 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Spotland Methodist Church 
 


