
NORDEN AREA FORUM 
 

Wednesday 18 June 2014 
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane, 

Norden, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Present: M. Steward, P. Fletcher, J. Horton, M. Newnham, R. Booth, S. & S. Davison, J. 
Oliver, D. Cawthron, C. McHugh, A. Davenport, P. Dunning, B. Greenwood, T. Lewandowski, Mr & 
Mrs Kershaw, I. Sturrock, C. Brandford, V. Chapman and M. Beswick 
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management), M. Ball (Environmental Management), PCSO 
Haile, G. Davies & L. McCrory (GMP) and J. England (Peel Energy) 
 
Councillors: J. Gartside and P. Winkler 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and other Officers present, and he welcomed all to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from C. McHugh, Councillor Holly, A. & B. Paulinski, Rev. J. Watson and 
N. Greenwood.  The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the 
duration of the meeting. 
 
The Chair explained that there would be a variation on the agenda, the ‘Streetwise Magazine’ item 
would be replaced by a presentation by ‘Peel Energy’. 
 
The Chair congratulated newly elected Councillor Mike Holly on his recent election success. 
 
2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
Black Pits Chimney 
No further developments to report.  The forum agreed that far too much time had passed with no 
action from Redrow, and that it was now time to increase pressure on the company via various 
media sources.  Councillor Winkler agreed to work with Planning once more in order to engage 
Redrow. 
Action (1) Liaise with Planning Officers re Redrow meeting (Councillor Winkler) 
 
Former Turner Brothers Site 
The Council has issued stringent conditions regarding demolition of the fire damaged parts of the 
site. 
 
Public Footpaths Survey 
The reduction in the number of Officers means that maintenance of footpaths is done on an ad hoc 
basis, focussing on the most serious.  It is not possible to carry out surveys regularly with current 
staffing levels.  Mick Ball is in talks with United Utilities regarding footpaths around the reservoir. 
 
One resident mentioned that a householder on Albury Drive had arranged improvement works to the 
footpath adjacent to his property and ask for appreciation for the improvements to be noted. 
 
The previous minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 



3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Cricket Club Parking 
PCSO Haile has approached the Steward at the club who will speak to the teams.  There have been 
no recent reports of problems. 
 
Woodhouse Lane – Vehicles For Sale 
The Police are continuing to monitor the area. 
 
PACT 
Current priorities are Burglary and Youths Causing Annoyance. 
 
General Updates 

• PCSO Haile is working up an operation around off-road biking on the moors and on the estates, 
supported by United Utilities.  A request was made that the operation should cover Edenfield 
Road up towards Owd Betts following concerns raised by a resident. 

• Norden & Bamford Pub Watch – No issues raised. 
 
Crime Figures 13/03/14 to 17/06/14 

• Burglary Dwelling – 18, 7 of which took place in one night, one person is in custody 
• Burglary Other – 9, one offender is due in court 
• Taking of Motor Vehicle – 6, 3 were recovered in the Norden area, one person is on remand 
• Taking from Motor Vehicle – 15, 8 of the vehicles were insecure, on driveways, with property on 

display 
 
Police continue to target known offenders. 
 
4. PEEL ENERGY - PRESENTATION 
Jon England attended to inform the forum of the proposed expansion to the wind farm at Scout 
Moor.  The Chair explained that Councillor Winkler would not be making comment on this issue as 
he is a member of the Planning Committee. 
 
A presentation was given and included the following information: 

• Peel Holdings Portfolio 
• The owners of the Scout Moor Wind Farm are now MEAG 
• The existing Wind Farm consists of 26 turbines 
• The Moor has benefitted from a Habitat Enhancement Fund 
• There is potential for a further 26 turbines 
•  Existing access would be used 
• There will be a Community Benefit Fund of at least £300k 
• There will be considerable Moorland restoration 
• 10 public consultation will take place, beginning at the end of June 
• Final public consultation will be in November 
• A planning application will be submitted late 2014/early 2015 
• A decision is anticipated late 2015 
• Construction would begin early 2016 
• Wind Farm would be operational early 2017 
 
A discussion took place, with some attendees for, and some against the proposal.  All were 
encouraged to attend the consultation events to register their views.  Jon confirmed that there are 
no plans for a visitor centre within the proposal. 
 
The Chair was concerned that Peel have consistently refused to engage with the Police and United 
Utilities in support of operations to stop off-road vehicles abusing the Moors.  Jon said he would be 
fully supportive of such and the Chair agreed to facilitate a connection between all three 
organisations. 



 
In response to concerns that some user groups would not get chance to comment, Jon reassured 
the forum that all known societies such as equine, cyclists and ramblers would be consulted. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Norden Carnival 
This year’s event was excellent, and the biggest yet.  Approximately £600 was raised in street 
collections, and £4.500 in total.  Donations will go to a number of organisations including Springhill 
Hospice, PTAs at local schools, Youth Clubs, Fire Station Museum, British Heart Foundation and 
Shawfield Indoor Bowling Club. 
 
Redfearn Wood 
An email had been submitted to the Township Office in advance of the meeting which raised 
concerns about speeding vehicles on Redfearn Wood.  The Chair advised that the requestor would 
need to attend the forum to evidence the concerns raised, as surveys had taken place in the past 
which had not resulted in the need for further traffic calming measures. 
 
Friends of Norden Jubilee Park 
Ben Greenwood addressed the forum with the following updates: 

• The ‘May Days Gone By’ went extremely well 
• Poppies, donated to Rochdale In Bloom by the Council, have been planted in the park 
• Rochdale In Bloom 2014 is to begin at the Jubilee Park 
• The ‘Friends’ offered drinks and healthy snacks to Carnival goers 
• The next event is on 3rd August, which will consist of commemoration workshops with children. 
 
Individual Election Registration 
Details of the new process of registering to vote were given.  Further information can be obtained 
from www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. 
 
Black Pits Chimney 
The forum was concerned that Redrow have still not responded to a request from RMBC Planning 
Officer that they provide a written proposal of planned works.  The possibility of taking the issue to 
the public via social media campaigns was discussed.  Councillor Winkler agreed to take this up. 
Action (2) Liaise with planning re progress with Redrow (Councillor Winkler) 
 
Norden Village Plan 
It was agreed that parking issues and lack of facilities remain a concern, and it was suggested that 
all interested and affected parties should be asked to convene to discuss possible solutions.  The 
Chair would take this up outside the meeting. 
 
Albury Drive TRO 
The application is going through the legal process, which can take around 12 months to complete.  
The consultation period will be advertised on lamp posts and in the media in due course. 
 
Rainshore Mill 
The forum was informed that planning permission has been granted but no further information is 
available.  Development has not yet started, but planning permission allows the developer a three-
year period. 
 
Japanese Knotweed 
It was reported that there has been an increase in this weed in the area around Old Delph 
Road/Edenfield Road.  Unfortunately it is not possible to eradicate knotweed, and cutting it down 
encourages it to spread. 
 
Rochdale Harriers 
The Chair was concerned that the above club held a running event in the village on the same day as 



the Norden Carnival, and the Council had not been informed, nor had villagers, despite a serious 
incident at the same running event back in 2011. 
 
6. WARD FUND UPDATE 
There will be a total of £8,000 available to each ward in Rochdale Township during 2014/15.  This 
will be made up of £6,000 revenue funds and £2,000 capital.  The sub-group members will remain 
the same as in previous years, as nobody from the forum expressed an interest in joining the group. 
 
7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 24 September 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Norden Community Primary School 
 


