
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN  
AREA FORUM 

 
 

Thursday 26 June 2014 
6.30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: B. Hudson (Chair), B. Frost, D. Frost, D. Hamill, J. Watson, K. Huggett, J. Langan,  
D. Hall, L. Stansfield, A. Broome, R. Broome, M. Bibby, M. Tierney, W. L. Brown, D. Logan, J. Law, 
D, Law, J. Welby and R. B. Benson. 
 
Officers: S. Hay (Township Management), D. Lodwig (Community Safety), Mick Ball 
(Environmental Management Enforcement) and PCSO Taylor (GMP) 
 
Councillors: Ian Duckworth, Jane Gartside and Pat Sullivan 
 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.  Apologies were received from C. & 
S. Khan, Councillor Jim Gartside, M. Davies, B. Williams and W. Smith. 
 
2. CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 6 March 2014 were agreed and the following 
updates were given: 
 
Holborn Street Bins 
Holborn Street area has been cleared up, the bins removed and the situation has dramatically 
improved with only one house now unoccupied and residents reporting vast improvements with no 
outstanding complaints.  Thanks were given to Mick Ball, Diane Lodwig and PCSO Colin Taylor for 
their hard work. 
 
Roch Valley Way Grid 
United Utilities have reset the grid on Roch Valley Way which no longer makes a noise when 
vehicles pass over it and the disturbance to the residents of Derrick Walker Court has stopped. 
 
Mayfair Gardens Lighting 
Street Lighting were requested to adjust the bright lights on Mayfair Gardens.  No residents were in 
attendance to update. 
 
High Birch School 
High Birch School site development is an ongoing issue which Councillor Ian Duckworth is heavily 
involved with and he has regular meetings with concerned residents, senior officers and planning 
officers. 
 
Bridle Paths 
The bridle path in Marland had been attended to. 



 
4. POLICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY 
Residents from Links View are very concerned at the dangers of drivers failing to comply with the 
No Entry in to Half Acre Lane from Roch Valley Way and rat running at speed the wrong way up the 
Lane. Highways built out the pavement and installed a bollard to deter drivers from making this 
illegal manoeuvre but it persists.  The bollard had been knocked over several times, and residents 
cited several recent examples where a six year old was hit by a vehicle and suffered a dislocated 
shoulder, a near miss with two horse riders, an offending 4X4 vehicle pushed a resident’s vehicle up 
the Lane, the driver of which got out and damaged a windscreen wiper, another resident was 
confronted and assaulted.  Resident, Derek Hamill, had met and corresponded with Tony Lees from 
Rochdale Council’s Highways Section, and options given were to remodel the junction or close the 
road, both of which would require a Traffic Regulation Order and need funding and public 
consultation.  None of the residents want the road closing and would object to it, although they 
make a good case for it to be closed.  Residents complained that the Police did not attend and 
requested support.  PCSO Taylor informed them that he had monitored the junction in a liveried 
Police vehicle over six weeks at peak reported times of 1700 hours on a Friday, and no one 
contravened whilst he was there and no doubt he was the deterrent.  He had also been receiving 
offending Vehicle Registration Marks from residents and either visited or written to the vehicle 
owners to warn against and when asked if any locals were offending; four were from Norden. 
 
It was recognised that neither Police nor Community Safety Officers can be present at all times. 
 The geography and history of the road was discussed but it is now what it is.  Cameras can no 
longer be sited on lampposts and no residents want a camera fitting to their home for fears of 
intimidation and reprisals.  A resident was willing to stand there at peak times and record Vehicle 
Registration Marks but this was not advisable.  Some thought speed humps would help or the 
installation of chicanes but it was thought the road not wide enough.  One way metal flaps, such as 
fitted on car parks, cannot be legally installed on the Highway.  It was thought building the kerbs up 
higher may assist. 
 
It was decided that Ward Councillors would meet Highways.  Councillor Sullivan would put forward 
the suggestions and discuss options.  Also PCSO Taylor would inform PC Wynn to arrange 
enforcements visits as the issue of Fixed Penalty Notices will have an immediate impact. 
Action: Meet Highways (Councillor Sullivan) 
Arrange Enforcement Visits (PCSO Colin Taylor) 
 
PCSO Taylor undertook to look at the problem of vehicles parking on the footpath of Roch Mills 
Gardens. 
 
There is an ongoing investigation in to the reported sexual attack with a ninety year old victim in 
Spotland, the validity of which has been questioned in the press. 
 
Two burglars had been arrested this week, a twenty one year old male with a very slight sixteen 
year old accomplish who was accessing properties through small windows.  They have admitted a 
lot of further offences which are to be Taken Into Consideration. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Roch Valley Way Junction Traffic Signals 
Resident Derek Law continues to be ignored by Highways despite many contacts and requests on 
his part to meet an officer on site to explain and witness the chaos still occurring at the junction of 
Roch Valley Way, Manchester Road and Edinburgh Way caused by the Automated Traffic Signals. 
 Councillor Sullivan has already written about this and will continue to work on it. 
 
Brimrod Methodist Church Pathway 
The pathway at the side of Brimrod Methodist Church is completely blocked by a tree.  Mick Ball has 
already arranged for it to be visited the next day. 
 



Roch Valley Forest School Project 
The Forest School Project on Roch Valley Way has been recognised nationally and came third in a 
National Contest.  The old site covered with fly tipping has been completely transformed with a 
comprehensive clear out and the removal of over twenty tons of waste, installation of pathways, 
ponds, hedgerows, wild life habitats which school pupils from local schools visit and undertake 
educational and enjoyable activities.  Many thanks were given to the Ward Councillors for funding 
the project and Councillor Duckworth in particular for his work on it together with Dan Hall who 
promoted the project from day one and organised all the individuals involved. 
 
Springfield Park 
David Logan gave an update on Springfield Park.  The lack of grass cutting is cause for complaint; it 
is now being cut much less regularly due to all the machinery and the two gardeners being moved 
out of Mereside House, due to a small fire, to the Environmental Management Depot at Green Lane. 
 A high level meeting had taken place with the Rochdale Council Acting Chief Executive Officer and 
the Director of Economy and Environment to get the gardeners and machinery back. 
 
The Friends of Springfield Park have funding for the Mereside pathway and are currently working on 
getting more facilities in the park coupled with a large organisation, more details will follow. 
 
There was a complaint that the rose beds are in a disgraceful state which has already been taken 
up with the Council’s Director of Economy and Environment, as the issue is that the gardeners are 
being stretched as they are now responsible for other areas such as Denehurst Park and are not 
able to dedicate as much time to Springfield Park.  All were encouraged to take any issues up with 
said Director. 
 
The Friends of Springfield Park Group had spent £170,000 in the last two years improving the Park 
with development of the River Roch pathways and steps, installation of picnic tables, kick pitches 
and exercise equipment.  Councillor Sullivan will write to Community Payback to look at whether 
they could assist in the Park. 
 
Manchester Road Street Lights 
Three street lights on Manchester Road were reported as being on twenty four hours a day for the 
last eighteen months, one outside the hairdressers on opposite Derrick Walker Court, one opposite 
John Kemble Court and one opposite Grotec. 
 
Residents of St Aidans Close had received feedback letters asking how the new street lights were 
but none had been fitted, which the resident replied with. 
Action: Report to street lighting (Stuart Hay) 
 
Scout Moor Wind Farm Consultation 
United Utilities and Peel Holdings are holding a consultation event from 1000 hours to 1300 hours 
this Saturday 28 June 2014 at Touchstones on The Esplanade, Rochdale on the potential to install 
new wind turbines within the existing wind farm on Scout Moor. 
 
Bury Road Bus Stop 
The bus stop marking on Bury Road near Oulder Hill shops have worn away and are barely visible 
and vehicles are now parking in it which is causing problems. 
Action: Request lines are repainted (Stuart Hay) 
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 25 September 2014, 6:30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church. 
 


