
HEALEY AREA FORUM 
 

Thursday 17 July 2014 
Syke Community Base 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

 
 
1. PACT MEETING 
Sgt Cooke was welcomed to the forum. No major crimes in the area. Burglary is reducing 
particularly in the Healey area. 
 
There have been a few instances of fishing in Syke Pond, a number of quad bike reports on Red 
Lane and 17 vehicles broken into as compared to only 2 from this time last year.  
 
Another resident reported to GMP that a woman was smoking crystal meth in the front of a car with 
a toddler in the back. The resident was asked to speak to Sgt Cooke after the meeting for further 
information.  
 
There was an incident on Woodhey Grove, a resident pointed out that she has a torch from the 
incident that has not been touched. Sgt Cooke informed the resident that the torch will be collected 
that evening for forensic processing. 
 
PACT meetings are being lost due to lack of attendance. Residents informed the officer that there 
were twenty one people at the last meeting. Sgt Cooke said he will take the information back to the 
Inspector to reconsider the Healey PACT meetings. 
 
The priorities for the next month are burglary, theft from vehicles and ASB. 
 
2. OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS 
Residents raised concerns about the travellers on the common and the behaviour the residents are 
encountering such as the travellers using the residents’ gardens as toilets. Sgt Cooke informed the 
forum that if it is witnessed and it is reported to GMP the offender can be prosecuted as it is a public 
order offence. Residents were encouraged to report such incidents to GMP.  

Residents: 
Healey Ward 
present 

S. Acton (Chair), J. Murphy, C. Addy, B. Wilson, J. Boothman,  
D. Anderton, O. Hill, M. Allen, J. White, M. Whittle, M. Bennion, E. Cole,  
L. Davies, A. Phipps, C. Andrews, C. Jones, H. Phipps, A. Kershaw,   
G. Bowdon-Witts,  J. Kennedy,  D. Kershaw, H. Wilson, E. Ward,  
D. Brewer  

Councillors 

 

Apologies 

Councillor Andrew Neilson, Councillor Shaun O Neill, Councillor Kieron 
Heakin 

J. Moran 

GM Police Sgt Graham Cooke 

RMBC Officers A. Dawson (Township Management), S. Pyke (Environmental 
Management) 



 
Residents said there are signs on the common informing them that there should be no caravans. If 
this is the case, why can’t the travellers be prosecuted? 
Action 1: Look into the removal of the human waste and the signage (Steve Pyke) 
 
The forum was informed of progress from the Council and that they should be off the common by 
10:00am on Friday 18 July. 
 
Residents said that there should be a strategy for dealing with travellers and made various 
suggestions such as when GMP/RMBC hear that travellers are on their way to Rochdale, the 
motorway cameras will help, the motorway slip roads should be blocked off, there is a large area of 
land next to the industrial estate near Buckley Hall that could be used and that the common could 
have knee rails around to help prevent vehicle access. 
 
Residents were informed that there has been a lot of work carried out behind the scenes at senior 
management level and a strategy is being dealt with. As regards fencing off the common, there may 
be restrictive covenants on the land preventing this from happening, however, residents said there 
are already knee rails on the common. The issue of the covenants is also being looked into by 
Environmental Management and that the Council do not have the money to pay for knee rails. 
 
Residents were informed that another resident, Jillian Simpson, wants to put a ‘Friends of Syke 
Common’ group together. The group should be constituted and have an elected Chair, Vice Chair, 
Treasurer, etc. together with a bank account so that they can apply for funds from various sources.  
Action 2: If anyone is interested they should indicate their interest on the signing in sheets 
or approach Andy Dawson after the meeting (All) 
 
Residents were concerned about the weeding in the area and in the borough as a whole. Councillor 
O’Neill informed the forum that there has already been one weed spray in the borough and the 
second spray is imminent.  
 
Residents were also concerned about the amount of litter in the area. The residents feel it should be 
a priority to clean the borough and asked if there was any funding for the community to carry out 
works. Councillor O’ Neill mentioned there is funding available from the Clean & Green Priority 
Group, however, to access the funds there needs to be a recognised group formed with the relevant 
paperwork in place prior to any public funds being awarded. 
 
A resident mentioned that the bushes on Ashmount Drive need to be cut again and that these 
bushes should be put on a list to be regularly cut. 
Action 3: Ask the relevant person in Environmental Management if these bushes can be 
included on a list to be regularly cut (Steve Pyke) 
 
Cutting back of the trees on Hawley Green needs to put back on the issues/actions list. 
Action 4: Add issue on the list. Take the issue back to Environmental Management and serve 
notice to have them cut back (Andy Dawson/Steve Pyke) 
 
The triangle of grass needs cutting at the junction of Dell Road and Shawclough Road. 
Action 5: Request the grass is cut (Steve Pyke) 
 
Residents commented that the grass bins had not been emptied today. Steve Pyke informed the 
forum that the reason was that due to the hot weather ie the sun drains the batteries in the new 
machines. A solution to the problem is being sought.  
 
When is the road with no name being re-surfaced? Residents were informed that it needs to be 
prioritised and that it should be done this financial year. 
 
Residents mentioned that the footpaths which have received new tarmac on Woodhey Grove and 



Waingap Rise are melting under the sun. 
Action 6: Report to Highways (Andy Dawson) 
 
3. UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS - SEE ACTION SHEET 
Updates on issues raised at previous meetings - see Action Sheet 
Updates from the previous meeting were provided to the forum. 
 
It was noted that there were no updates from the last area forum regarding the TBA actions. 
Action 7: Contact Nicola Rodgers and ask for responses (Andy Dawson) 
 
The purchase of a defibrillator.  
Action 8: Chase up (Andy Dawson) 
 
Red Lane/Halifax Road Junction 
Residents mentioned that there should be a sign on the other side of the road from the junction to 
say no right turn. 
Action 9: Check with Highways (Andy Dawson) 
 
Residents were informed of the ward funds available for 2014/15 (£2,000 capital, £6,000 revenue 
and £2,000 for each Councillor). 
 
A suggestion was to spend some of the ward funds on new street signs and/or to have them 
refurbished. Councillor Neilson asked for the street names so that he can report it to Highways as 
they have a budget for it. 
Action 10: Report the street names to Councillor Neilson. (All)  
 
It was also suggested that some of the ward funds could be used to spend on parking bays on the 
common using ‘Grass Crete’ particularly outside the Hunters Rest. It was pointed out that a 
feasibility study may need to be carried out by Highways and there may be a cost involved to carry 
out this task. 
Action 11: Contact Highways and make the enquiry (Andy Dawson) 
 
4. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14TH APRIL 2014 
Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2014 
Alteration to the spelling of K. Faulcner’s name on the minutes was requested. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2014 were approved as a true record. 
 
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS 
No matters arising. 
 
7. COUNCILLORS NEWS 
There will be a new Gracie Fields statue between the Regal Moon and the new bus station together 
with a blue plaque trail in the town. 
 
8. GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE 
There will be the annual arts and crafts fair at the Chapel starting this Tuesday until Saturday. 
 
Residents were informed of the ‘Hen-Peck’d Club’ also known as ‘The Ancient Order of Henpecked 
Husbands’ which formed in 1809. Leaflets about the group were provided and residents were 
encouraged to have a read as it contained some interesting, tongue in cheek humorous information. 
Residents were also encouraged to revive the ‘Hen-Peck’d Club’ as it would be a great way to bring 
some humour/fun to the residents of the common. 



 
9. ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
The road surface near the Healey Hotel is in poor condition. 
Action 12: Chase up Highways (Councillor O’Neill) 
 
10. DATE, TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
9 October 2014 at 6.30pm and PACT at 7.00pm 
 


