
CASTLETON AREA FORUM 
 

Tuesday 19 August 2014 
Castleton Community Centre 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Chaired by: Phil Wall 
 
Serviced by: Valery White  
 
Officers Present: PC Hughes (GMP), S. Lett (Environmental Management), M. Nazir (Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing) 
 
Residents Present: D. Haughton, S. Whitworth, E. Davison, D. Horridge, S. Woodall,  
J. & N. Hastings, T. Brogan, M. Clegg, A. Simpson, M. Wigglesworth, V. Thornton, E. Sutton,  
N. Riley, D. Jefferson, M. Darlington, A. Stowell, R. Jones, E. Jones, S. Dobbs, A. Kershaw, B. Wild, 
D. Lord, B. Jones, B. Partington, M. Ball, B. Williams, A. Taylor, R. Turner, S. & S. Hashmi 
 
Councillors Present:  Sheerin, Hornby and Rashid 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
Introductions were made and apologies were received from M. Webb, F. & Y. Salt and E. Lord 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
Updates were given, it was stated that the rubbish reported on Chaucer Street had not been 
removed, the Officer from Environmental Management had visited and not seen any rubbish but 
agreed to re-visit. 
Action (1) Re-visit Chaucer Street and arrange removal of rubbish (Steve Lett) 
 
Peter Maynard had agreed to arrange to meet the ‘Friends of Carnegie Castleton’ and to arrange 
inspection of the damaged down-spout, slates and glass door on the building.  Neither of these 
actions had been completed. 
Action (2) Liaise with Peter Maynard to ensure the above are completed (Val White) 
 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Crime Statistics 
Burglary has reduced dramatically possibly as a result of the arrest of two known offenders, 
however, vehicle crime is high – largely due to motorists not securing doors and leaving goods on 
display.  A leaflet was made available advising how to reduce the risk of becoming a victim.  A 
number of incidences of theft of registration plates have occurred and in response a ‘Safe-Plating’ 
day will be arranged on the car park of Castleton Community Centre when residents will be able to 
have anti-tamper screws fitted to their number plates.  Anti-social behaviour is still a major problem, 
particularly around Sydney Barnes Close and Keswick Street.  The Police are in the process of 
applying for a CRASBO and the CCTV Community Safety van is patrolling the area. 
 
Travellers 
The encampment at Cowm Top has now moved on. 
 
 



Keswick Street Fence 
PC Farmer thanked Ward Councillors for contributing towards the cost of the new fence from their 
Members funds. 
 
The Green 
Various items suggesting cannabis use have been seen in the wooded area to the rear of this area.  
PC Farmer will arrange for an Officer to visit. 
 
Carnegie Building 
It was reported that youths have been shooting at pigeons with a slug gun causing damage to the 
windows.  PC Farmer will arrange for this to be looked into. 
 
Bentley Avenue 
HGVs have been parking overnight in this area.  PC Farmer will arrange for an Officer to patrol the 
area and speak to any offending drivers. 
 
PACT 
The previous identified priorities were anti-social behaviour in various areas of the ward.  It was 
agreed that those priorities would continue unchanged. 
 
4. POWER OF ATTORNEY 
Barry Williams attended to explain the rules and procedures relating to ‘Power of Attorney’.  Barry 
explained some of the pitfalls that can occur if plans have not been made in advance, such as the 
right of banks to freeze joint accounts if they become aware that one of the account holders is no 
longer able to make decisions.  Appointing a ‘Power of Attorney’ in advance of any potential 
problems can avoid this, as the person appointed will have permission, and a legal duty, to act on 
your behalf and in your best interest.  Barry left contact details for anyone wishing to request 
individual independent advice. 
 
5. CASTLETON REGENERATION UPDATE 
The purpose of the Castleton Masterplan is to direct investment appropriately to areas of planned 
future development, such as the Railway Station and the creation of a new square in the village. 
 The process of receipt and allocation of section 106 monies, which is usually ring-fenced to 
development of open space and formal sports provision, was explained.  Substantial amounts of 
money are due in the future as a result of developments on Keswick Street, Trub Farm, Manchester 
Road and the former Woolworth’s site. 
 
There are plans for affordable housing on Maltings Lane along with additional parking for the railway 
station.  There is also potential to invest in a ‘Real time passenger information board’ in partnership 
with TfGM. 
 
With regard to the plans to bring the East Lancashire Railway into Castleton, there are some 
infrastructure difficulties to overcome.  Officers are looking at the possibility of a temporary platform 
on the other side of the road on the former Corus site. 
 
6. OPEN FORUM 
St. Martin’s Memorial Boards 
The forum was shown an example of memorial boards that carry the names of all soldiers from 
Castleton who went to war between the years 1914-1918.  The boards are in need of refurbishment 
so they can be placed on display in Castleton Community Centre. The forum were fully supportive of 
this idea and the church was asked to contact the Township Office direct with quotations, with a 
view to applying for funding from the Armed Forces Capital Fund.  St. John’s Church at Thornham 
also have a potential project and would also contact the Township Office to discuss. 
 
 



St. Martin’s Street Bins 
It was reported that bins have been left in the vicinities of No’s 34, 36 and 46 for a number of weeks. 
Action (3) Look into removal of bins on St. Martin’s Street (Steven Lett) 
 
Royle Road/Smalley Street/Keswick Street Speeding 
Residents asked that GMP be requested to carry out a speed survey in the Royle Road/Smalley 
Street areas, as they feel that vehicles are travelling far in excess of the limit.  Residents in the 
Keswick Street area also stated that speeding was an issue, and two residents volunteered to carry 
out a Community Speedwatch. 
Action (4) Request GMP Traffic Unit carry out speed survey on Royle Road (Val White) 
Action (5) Refer residents details for Community Speedwatch (Val White) 
 
Woolworth’s Trees 
It was reported that branches have recently fallen off some of these trees, one into Royle Road, and 
that the trees are now dangerous.  Residents were informed that the trees are on private land, but 
that a request for inspection would be made. 
Action (6) Request inspection of overgrown trees and any possible enforcement action (Val 
White) 
 
Stakehill Signage 
Problems with lorries using Bentley Avenue to access Stakehill Industrial Estate were reported, it 
was stated that signage is unclear and that previous signs were damaged and not replaced. 
Action (7) Request inspection with a view to increasing signage (Val White) 
 
7. REPORTS 
Castleton E.C. Residents 
An application for a large warehouse at Cowm Top has been agreed with conditions, one being that 
the building will be green with shrubbery and trees planted outside, drainage works are also 
required. 
 
Friends of Carnegie Castleton 
The Chair of the ‘Friends’ group stated that whilst there was nothing further to report, she was 
appalled at the lack of anything at all from Council Officers not only from the attendance at the last 
meeting, but over the last three years.  She expressed utter disappointment that progress has not 
been made, indeed stating that the situation is as it was prior to Peter Rowlinson’s commitment to 
work with the group.  The Chair asked that it be minuted that the group feels ‘fobbed off’ constantly 
with claims of confidentiality and that their failure to be kept in the loop is unacceptable. 
Action (8) Forward copy of minutes and request for previous actions to be followed up (Val 
White) 
Action (9) Liaise with Audit about the possibility of a report (Councillor Rashid) 
 
Friends of Castleton Station/Support The Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines 
There will be an event to mark the stations 175th anniversary on 15th September, it will begin at 
1:30pm and local school children will be in attendance. 
 
St. Gabriel’s 
Nothing to report. 
 
Rochdale Township In Bloom 
Castleton was again a focal point for this year’s entry, which seemed to go very well. Castleton 
stood proud as on previous years, and residents wished to thank Councillor Sheerin for all of his 
hard work.  Councillor Sheerin thanked residents for their continued support. 
 
Other Updates 
Keswick Street planning application will be heard on 21st August.  Whilst the application has been 
approved, residents were encouraged to attend the committee to try to influence the planning 



conditions. 
 
The Castleton Hotel will be discussed at the Planning Committee in September. 
 
The ward fund sub-group will again meet to discuss potential projects for allocation of the £8k 
available.  Residents were informed that the membership would be as in previous years but that 
anyone interested is welcome to join.  Nobody expressed an interest. 
 
8. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 25th November 2014 
7:00pm 
Castleton Community Centre 
 


