
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM 
 
 

Thursday 28 August 2014 
Spotland Methodist  Church, Rooley Moor Road, 

Rochdale  OL12 7ES 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: C. & L. Brophy, J. & J. Ashworth, B. True, C. Faulkner, W. Hobhouse, C. Rathbone,  
H. Andrews, D. Hodgkinson, R. Crabtree, D. Lord, H. Cockley, J. & J. Fleming, Mr & Mrs J. Brierley, 
A. Milburn, M. Dobson, S. Mawdsley, P. Dobson, P. Knowles, M. Coats, I. Andrews, J. Kay,  
B. Penty, R. Jolly, M. Jolly, K. Seed, B. Holden, D. Croxon, D. Hollows, Mr & Mrs Forden, Simon 
Danczuk MP, E. Chadwick, N. Rathbone, A. Parkinson, J. Bancroft, P. Massey 
  
Officers: V. White (Township Management), T. Whittaker (Environmental Management), PCSOs 
Hall and Vahra (GMP) 
  
Councillors: Shefali Farooq Ahmed and Farooq Ahmed 
 
Press: None Present 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
Introductions were made, apologies were received from Councillors C. & S. Biant, D. Sugden, B. 
Paterson, C. Dodgson, A. & V. Somerville and Sgt. Nicholson (GMP). The Chair referred to the code 
of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
Churchill Street Tree 
There were still concerns that this tree is dangerous as children are regularly climbing on it. 
Action (1) Arrange inspection and any necessary action, and feedback to the forum (Terry 
Whittaker) 
 
Edenfield Road/Churchill Street Speeding 
GMP are due to carry out ANPR checks and they will include this area. 
 
Edenfield Road Crossing Island 
Residents are concerned that this island is too near the bend and that crossing at this point causes 
a danger to pedestrians. 
Action (2) Request inspection of the location of the traffic island (Val White) 
 
Edenfield Road Bus Shelter 
TfGM has agreed to relocate this shelter back on the footway and to re-instate the back panel to 
assist passengers with shelter. 
Action (3) Chase TfGM re changes to shelter (Val White) 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. PACT MEETING - GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
PCSO Hall introduced PCSO Vahra who is new to the ward. 
 
Update 
Incidences of burglary have reduced, there have been seven recently of which three were due to 



insecure properties.  Residents were urged to ensure doors and windows are kept locked.  There 
have been a number of plain clothes operations throughout the ward. 
 
Papa’s takeaway continues to operate, it is thought that previous problems have now been 
eradicated. 
 
The travellers that set up camp on Ings Lane have moved on. 
 
An ANPR speed day is planned.  PCSO Hall will ensure that the area around Edenfield 
Road/Churchill Street is included. 
 
Operation Dragster took place on 27 July 2014 and a number of riders were warned. 
 
Meanwood School 
There have been problems with young people causing problems on the corridor between the two 
buildings.  The Police are aware. 
 
Drug Dealing 
It was reported that there have been incidences at the top end of Clarkes Lane.  Residents were 
urged to report on the 101 number or to call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.  Residents were told 
not to put themselves in danger by approaching offenders. 
 
Cutgate Road Speeding 
A number of residents attended to report that speeding is a serious issue on Cutgate Road.  A 
discussion took place during which the forum unanimously agreed that £600 from the Ward Fund 
would be allocated for a speed survey. 
Action (4) Arrange funding for speed survey on Cutgate Road (Val White) 
 
PACT 
Following a number of reports of anti-social behaviour around Trengrove Street, Meanwood School, 
Churchill Street and other areas, it was agreed that the PACT priority would be anti-social behaviour 
throughout the area. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
Former TBA Site – Mick Coats 
A report was circulated stating the personal views of Mick Coats with regard to the current situation.  
Within his report Mick raised several concerns, including the length of time since the TBA Working 
Party last met, and lack of information being made available.  Mick has submitted a number of 
Freedom of Information requests.  Mick was further concerned that there have been 14 meetings 
held to discuss the issues, and only one Councillor attended only one of those meetings. 
 
A great deal of discussion ensued, points raised included: 

• The TBA Working Party has met since the fire at the site, attendees included five Councillors, 
the MP and residents. 

• The Council’s position is that everything be treated as contaminated unless proved otherwise. 
• HSE/Contractors are responsible for demolition, not the Council. 
• Rubbish taken from the site may have been treated as ‘ordinary’ waste. 
• It is not known whether the demolition was safe or unsafe. 
• There doesn’t seem to be an asbestos register for the site. 
• Nobody present has had sight of minutes of any meetings held by Officers. 

 
In response to a specific question “has the Council ever made the statement ‘this site contains 
asbestos’”, Councillor Shefali Farooq Ahmed agreed to raise this with senior Officers and request a 
definitive statement.  Simon Danczuk MP invited those concerned to contact him direct to discuss 
what representations he may be able to make. 
Action (5) Try to establish whether an asbestos register exists for the site (Val White) 



Action (6) Obtain definitive statement from Council officers (Councillor Shefali Farooq 
Ahmed) 
 
Innes School Site 
Residents asked whether any asbestos had been found on this site. 
Action (7) Enquire whether asbestos was found on the Innes School site (Val White) 
 
Former Church Inn 
A planning application will be considered on 23 September 2014.  Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the meeting at 6:15pm in Number One Riverside. 
 
Right Price Premises 
The premises are up for sale again, no further information is available.  The Police agreed to include 
these premises as part of their PACT priorities. 
 
Churchill Street/Woodstock Street 
It was reported that the lines are incomplete, and that vehicles are ignoring the lines that are in 
place. 
Action (8) Request inspection and completion of yellow lines (Val White) 
Action (9) Request enforcement of existing lines (Val White) 
 
Chaseley Road/Edmund Street 
Residents asked whether a ‘Give Way’ sign can be installed. 
Action (10) Request inspection and possible new sign (Val White) 
 
EON 
There were comments that the engineers leading the street lighting replacement had failed to show 
common sense in many instances, resulting in inefficient lighting and wasted money. 
 
Lenny Barn/Spotland School 
There were reports that the land in this area is in an unacceptable state, and also that a fence had 
been removed.  The Chair has asked if funds to be obtained as part of an agreement could be used 
to address this. 
 
S.106 Monies 
The Chair has questioned how much S.106 has been received/spent per ward, but was informed 
that the information would take too long to compile – he has appealed.   The forum was informed 
that when S.106 is received by the Council for developments in the ward, this would be reported to 
Township Committee who would then decide how the money should be allocated within the ward. 
 
With regard to projects allocated funds from Councillors’ allowances he questioned the high cost of 
grit bins. 
 
5. WARD FUND UPDATE 
The forum agreed to allocate £600 from the ward fund for a speed survey on Cutgate Road during 
the GMP agenda item.  The ward fund sub-group membership will remain unchanged, however, 
they will not be called together until/unless schemes for consideration are identified. 
 
6. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 27 November 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Spotland Methodist Church 
 


