
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN  
AREA FORUM 

 

Thursday 25 September 2014 
6.30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: B. Hudson (Chair), B. Frost, D. Frost, F. Hamer, M. Hamer, J. Watson, R. Coles,  
R. Broome, A. Broome, G. Beresford, M. Bibby, K. Huggett, B. Goodwin, K. Khan, G. Crossley,  
P. Duczak, M. Davies, B. Taylor.  
 
Officers: RBC: S. Hay (Township Management), D. Lodwig (Community Safety), Mick Ball 
(Environmental Management Enforcement). GMP: PCSO L. Whelan. 
 
Councillors: Jane Gartside and Pat Sullivan 
 
 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.  Apologies were received from 
Councillor Ian Duckworth, Dan Hall, Dave Logan and Lillian Bamford. 
 
2. CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 26 June 2014 were agreed, and the following 
updates were given: 
 
Highways can only support one option to combat the problem of contravention of the No entry 
restrictions in to Half Acre Lane off Roch Valley Way which is for the closure of the lane to vehicular 
traffic.  No residents from that area were in attendance but they made it clear at the last meeting 
they would not support any closure.  A request was made to look in to whether the No Entry signs 
could be brought forward to a more prominent position to make them more obvious to motorists on 
Roch Valley Way, as they are set too far back.  The residents may also have issue with this as the 
signs may have been placed there originally to allow a resident access to their property.  The Police 
have attended regularly but have not witnessed any contraventions which is no doubt due to their 
deterrent. 
Action: Investigate re positioning of the No Entry Signs (Stuart Hay) 
 
The three street lights as reported on Manchester Road are still permanently on. 
Action: Re report fault (Stuart Hay) 
 
The junction of Roch Valley Way, Manchester Road and Edinburgh Way is still dangerous with 
vehicles failing to conform with the No Entry in to Roch Valley Way.  Councillor Sullivan has been 
dealing with this and has written to Highways and will keep the forum updated. 
 
The worn bus stop markings on Bury Road opposite the cemetery have been reported and 
requested to be refreshed. 
 



4. POLICE AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 
There have been four recent burglaries where entry has been gained by smashing ground floor 
windows, Farriers Lane, Holborn Street, Manchester Road and Roch Mills Crescent.  An offender 
left traces of blood at one and has come back on DNA. 
 
A taxi driver was recently violently assaulted at 2300 hours on Holborn Street and his vehicle stolen 
which has been recovered and an offender arrested. 
 
There has been a racist incident on Holborn Street where a group of youths gave the victim verbal 
abuse.  Holborn Street is a hot spot of anti-social behaviour and there has also been anti-social 
behaviour in Springfield Park and at Brimrod School.  There will be an increase in Police patrols in 
these areas. 
 
There are problems in the vicinity of Family Bargains where alcohol is on display right at the door 
and groups of youths are causing nuisance.  One group was skate boarding at 0120 hours with 
music blasting out.  Police have advised the manager with no effect and have engaged with head 
office.  Licensing are aware and will review the Licence. 
 
Half Acre Lane has been visited frequently but no one has contravened the No Entry restrictions off 
Roch Valley Way whilst Police were in attendance. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Law Street and Manchester Road Junction Redesign 
Parked vehicles at the junction of Law Street and Manchester Road are making it dangerous to exit 
Law Street.  A debate on the installation of double yellow lines on Manchester Road opposite the 
junction took place.  This matter has been consulted on previously as part of the parking restrictions 
put down at the top and bottom of Manchester Road and was objected to and refused, no further 
consultation will take place, local businesses would suffer.  Vehicles parked on the old Temperature 
Electronics Ltd land are wholly on private land.  The consensus was that further parking restrictions 
are not the answer or appropriate and that the redesign of the footpath at the junction be considered 
with a view to removing the footpath extensions from Law Street in to Manchester Road to widen 
the mouth of the junction for vehicular traffic.  It was confirmed that the most recent repairs to the 
kerb line there was done at the request of this forum due to it being sunken and constantly under 
water.  Councillor Sullivan wants to visit with Highways to consider a redesign. 
Action: Request Highways investigate redesign of junction (Stuart Hay) 
 
HGVs and parking on Old Manchester Road 
HGVs are driving down Old Manchester Road towards Derrick Walker Court and having difficulty in 
getting out.  No Through Road signs cannot be placed at the entrance to Old Manchester Road from 
Manchester Road as there is a through road on to Holborn Street.  A lot of vehicles are parking near 
to the Traffic Lights on Old Manchester Road at the junction with Manchester Road.  The Police will 
monitor. 
 
Holborn Street Bins and Flytipping 
Holborn Street was cleaned up and all the constantly left out bins were removed, but bins have 
been left out again.  Mick Ball has already stickered them and will get them removed.  Fly tipping 
has also been reported and requested to be removed. 
 
Environmental Management Consultation 
Mick Ball explained the Environmental Management consultation process currently ongoing from 8 
September 2014 to 29 October 2014 on changes to bin arrangements and answered questions, any 
comments to: consultation@rochdale.gov.uk 
 
He explained the drive to recycle which will save the Council money and gave out a Right Stuff 
Right Bin leaflet.  Initially a year’s worth of recyclable bin liners will be given and thereafter will be 
free also to encourage recycling. 



 
High Birch Site 
Councillor Duckworth continues to work on the long running issue of problems with the High Birch 
site, which is at a standstill at least until the presence of asbestos can be resolved.  The site 
entrance off Bolton Road at the rear of Birchfield Drive, where school buses used to go down is now 
almost impassable on foot due to vegetation spreading.  The lane is private land and is not a 
definitive Right of Way and therefore cannot be enforced upon to get the owner to clean or open it 
up.  A discussion took place as to whether the Council should seek permission from the owner to 
clear the lane, some were in favour but others against as it would cost the Council.  Councillor 
Sullivan wrote to the Head of Planning and Regulation last week and he has allocated officers.  The 
trees continue to be a bigger problem.  A couple of Birchfield residents met the Council’s 
Arboriculture Supervisor on site who gave advice on what they could apply to have cut back which 
they did, with that permission now in place they still need to seek permission from the developer to 
undertake the work and pay for it themselves. 
 
The fence is falling down and is a health and safety issue.  It was asked if anything can be done to 
make the owner put it right. 
Action: Request Planning enforcement on dangerous fence (Stuart Hay) 
 
Finsbury Street Flytipping 
Mattresses and rubbish is piled up in the gated alleyway at the rear of an address on Finsbury 
Street plus rats have been seen and the occupier will not do anything about it.  Mick Ball has 
already identified the offender and served notice, if he does not comply the Council will remove all 
items and charge that occupier. 
 
Roch Valley Way School Forest Project Update 
Dan Hall could not attend the meeting but had submitted an update report on the Roch Valley Way 
School Forest project: 
 
Things are moving fast and the site is coming on.  The Roch Valley Educational Partnership have 
been involved in developing the site which is going from strength to strength with many school 
groups using the site, along with groups such as Groundwork, Community Payback, Youth 
Offending and more recently an approach by BME Health Matters to see if they can use part of the 
site for their work they do in the community. 
 
On the back of recent success at the national Guardian/Observer Ethical Awards 2014 where the 
project was short-listed and voted runners-up in the national Green Schools entry, the project has 
now been short-listed for the Manchester Evening News Sustainable School Award and also 
nominated for the North West In Bloom’s ‘In Your Neighbourhood’ community award. 
 
Ian, Jane and Pat, our Ward Councillors, funded the autumn planting of a community orchard. 
 
2,000 wildflower plugs and bulbs have arrived from the national charity Buglife, which need planting 
and any volunteers will be gladly welcomed to assist. 
 
There are over a hundred trees to plant as part of a Woodland Trust project. 
 
An interpretation board for the site is to be installed in the next few weeks in conjunction with 
Lancashire Wildlife Trust and funded by Inspired Spaces/Carillion as part of the Wild about 
Wetlands Project. 
 
The Rochdale Exchange Shopping Centre has given a £1,000 grant, awarded for community 
projects, a big thank you to them. 
 
United Utilities like the project so much that they want to sell some of their adjoining land for a 
nominal amount of £1 as long as the schools use it.  The schools’ group is playing a massive part in 



attracting funding and managing the site.  The transformation is incredible which has been achieved 
by expert help from the partnership with the Countryside Rangers, without whose help the project 
would not have come this far and a special mention must go to Bob Bevan who has been 
inspirational in the development of the site. 
 
Springfield Park Report 
Dave Logan could not attend the meeting but submitted the following report: 
 
The Friends of Springfield Park group are extremely pleased to report that at the September 
Rochdale Township Committee meeting they were granted a thirty year lease for Mereside House at 
a peppercorn rent, with an additional, initial 2 year lease, in order for the Friends group to explore 
the funding and grant opportunities to create a state of the art Café and Events Rooms facility. 
 
Additionally, the Friends of Springfield Park will consider how to fully renovate the mere, together 
with several other minor projects throughout Springfield Park. 
 
This two year initial lease will also enable RMBC to find and fund a specific, secure facility for the 
two park gardeners and the Link4life golf course maintenance crew, in a more convenient and 
appropriate position. 
 
The Friends Group thanked all of the Township Committee members for their support but would 
also particularly like to thank their ward Councillors, Pat Sullivan, Jane Gartside and Ian Duckworth 
for their very involved help, advice and support, not only in this project, but over the many aims and 
objectives achieved in the past years, not forgetting Castleton Councillor Billy Sheerin too. 
 
The hard work starts now, as, if we do wish to achieve the future projects, we will need to raise well 
over one million pounds to bring all of them to fruition.  There are of course many, many details to 
be discussed and organised, but as the old saying goes: “the longest journey begins with a single 
step”. 
 
A Friends of Springfield Park achievement sheet, as attached, was circulated and available to all. 
The list is extensive, the Group has worked wonders in the Park and efforts will continue to make 
further improvements for the benefit of all users. 
 
Raj Brothers Store Frontage 
Kam Khan, who has made great efforts to improve the village environment, offered to speak to the 
owners of Raj Brothers about the state of the presentation of their shop frontage and ask them to 
tidy it up to fit in with the area.  It was recognised that the Council do efficiently clean the area. 
 
Funds for community groups 
The Ward Councillors still have a little funding left that community groups can apply for and anyone 
can contact Councillor Pat Sullivan to discuss. 
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 11 December 2014, 6.30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church. 
 


