
ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP CLEAN AND GREEN 
PRIORITY GROUP 

 

Thursday 2 October 2014 
Room G10 - Number One Riverside 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Officers: Andy Dawson (Township Management), Sarah Parkington (Planning Dept) 
 
Councillors: Councillors Cecile Biant (Chair), Ian Duckworth, Jean Hornby, Kathleen Nickson, 

Sameena Zaheer. 
 
Apologies: Councillors Peter Winkler, Shaun O’Neill, Aasim Rashid. 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 
The previous minutes were agreed. 
 
Members of the group requested a presentation at the next meeting on the Green Infrastructure 
Action Plan. 
Action 1: Contact Carey Robinson & Paul Lewis (Andy Dawson) 
 
As Environmental Management is not on the agenda, Members requested that an update is 
available from the service at the next meeting. 
Action 2: Contact Environmental Management (Andy Dawson) 
 
The Chair commented that after contacting Environmental Management to request that there should 
be more planting in the town centre they took on board the request and worked hard to plant more 
flowers. 
 
The issue of littering was mentioned especially around the Milkstone and Deeplish ward.  Also 
concerns were raised about the area near the Age UK shop.  It was mentioned that the litter next to 
this shop did not belong to them but the takeaway next door. 
Action 3: Contact Licensing to inspect the area (Councillor Biant) 
 
The Chair suggested that if any groups carry out a litter pick in the area they should contact Terry 
Whittaker or Steve Lett from Environmental Management who will arrange to have the bags 
removed. 
 
3. FLOOD RISK - PRESENTATION SARAH PARKINGTON 
Sarah Parkington was introduced to the group. 
 
Sarah gave a detailed update to the group. 
 
The group was informed that Rochdale is in a rapid response catchment area.  The University of 
Manchester is involved in carrying out surveys and consultations. 
 
Sarah has consulted with many groups in Rochdale together with Area Forums. 



 
There were two large consultation events recently carried out which took place at Greater 
Manchester Fire Service Museum in Rochdale and the Civic Centre in Heywood.  The events were 
based on Flood Awareness.  The events were to make people aware of which flood risk might affect 
them.  To learn what residents can do to help prepare against the threat of flooding.  To give 
practical advice and demonstrations and to provide help from experts including the emergency 
services. 
 
A flood action group has been set up in the Wardleworth area.  This group is made up from 
representatives of the local community that have either been affected by or are worried about 
flooding.  We would like to establish partnership engagement for the group to address their 
concerns in a non-confrontational way, and 'knit' resilience through the community to ensure 
preparedness for any future emergency event. 
 
Sarah mentioned that household and takeaway waste particularly fat poured down drains in 
conjunction with blocked gullies and littering, etc. cause problems.  Sarah is trying to set up 
community hubs which provide information to residents and putting up posters in public areas such 
as libraries, NHS buildings, etc. in conjunction with representatives from Mosques spreading the 
word. 
Action 4: Contact the Council of Mosques (Councillor Zaheer) 
 
Sarah was thanked for providing the information. 
 
4. UPDATE FROM PETRUS 
Due to the need to finish the meeting early the Chair suggested that members of the group should 
read the update information from Petrus after the meeting. 
 
The Chair asked if members receive copies of the newsletter from Petrus to which most do not. 
Action 5: Contact Rachel at Petrus and ask her to send all members a copy of the newsletter 
(Councillor Biant) 
 
5. NEW BIDS 
CG/03/12 & W/32/12 - Queens Drive Community Gardening Scheme.  RBH provided an update 
since the last meeting and also requested support for a change of use for the remaining money 
which was previously allocated. 
All Members present supported the change of use. 
 
CG/01/14 - Broadfield Park Gym Equipment and CG/02/14 - Early years (2 to 7years old) play 
equipment for Digby Road.  Members were provided with copies of the proposal papers. 
The Chair suggested that these two bids could be put forward for Township Funds and this was 
agreed. 
All Members present rejected to support funding the two schemes. 
 
The Chair asked members of the group to come up with schemes for the next meeting.  A 
suggestion of providing some equipment to various groups was mentioned.  Another suggestion is 
to advertise events for environmental champions and hold a function.  It was also mentioned that 
women’s groups could be involved in the above suggestions. 
 
6. MEMBERS CLEAN AND GREEN ISSUES 
No issues raised. 
 
7. DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 15 January 2015 at 5pm in Room G10, Number One Riverside 
 


