
NORDEN AREA FORUM 
 

Wednesday 24 September 2014 
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane, 

Norden, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: A. Holland, M. Steward, I. Sturrock, J. & J. Newcombe, K. Chapman, S. & S. Davison,  
V. Chapman, R. Beaumont, Rev. Watson, P. Fletcher,  Mr. & Mrs Kershaw, M. Newnham,  
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management), D. Lodwig (RBC Community Safety), PC Haworth, 
PCSO McCarthy & PCSO Haile (GMP), M. Ball (RBC Environmental Management)  
 
Councillors: Gartside, Winkler & Holly 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and other Officers present, and he welcomed all to the meeting.  The 
Chair paid tribute to the late Jim Dobbin MP, who he described as a dedicated and principled public 
servant, a minute silence followed. 
 
On behalf of the ‘Rochdale Township In Bloom’ Steering Group, Linda Fisher, Acting Chief 
Executive of Rochdale Borough Council, was thanked for her attendance during the judging day. 
 
Apologies were received from N. Greenwood, D. Cawthron, J. Oliver, M. Plane, R. Jones, C. 
McHugh, B. & A. Paulinski and B. Greenwood.  The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked 
all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
Black Pits Chimney 
A discussion took place around the continued failure to respond to concerns from Redrow Homes.  
It was suggested that members of the forum may wish to take advantage of social media 
opportunities to register their dismay.  The Chair has drafted a letter to Redrow on behalf of the 
forum, and it was agreed that all three Ward Members would write to Eric Pickles about the matter. 
 It was also agreed that lessons could be learned in the future in relation to Redrow making 
promises prior to a planning application, and failing to deliver when permission was given. 
Action (1) Write to Eric Pickles on behalf of the three Ward Members (Councillor Winkler) 
 
Former TBA Site 
The forum was informed by the Chair that the fire damaged parts of the buildings have been 
removed under the supervision of the Health & Safety Executive.  It is not known whether the waste 
was hazardous or where it was disposed. 
 
Peel Energy 
A previous agreement to financially support off-road bike initiatives has not yet come to fruition.  The 
Chair has chased up and awaits a response. 
 
Friends of Norden Jubilee Park 
The next event is December 20th and it is hoped that the Carer’s Choir will take part. The Council 
funded event in August was a great success and the ‘Friends’ would like to thank residents of 
Norden for lending their support.  The MacMillan Ladies Day held at the Church Inn raised £1,500. 



 
Albury Drive TRO 
The scheme is now advertised, if no objections are received the lines should be down fairly soon.  If 
objections are received, the scheme will be re-considered by Rochdale Township Action & 
Resources Committee in line with procedure. 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Current PACT priorities are youths causing annoyance and burglary.  There have been further 
reports of off-road biking around Overtown Lane and Owd Betts.  It is hoped that there will be further 
funding available to repeat Operation Dragster. 
 
A Community Speedwatch initiative took place on Edenfield Road, around The Bridge pub.  Out of 
95 vehicles surveyed, only two were travelling above the 30mph speed limit, and then only 
marginally.  It may be possible to repeat the exercise in another area in the future. 
 
The following crime figures were given for the previous quarter, there have been eight burglaries of 
properties, two burglaries of ‘other’ types i.e. sheds, one taking of a motor vehicle and five taking 
from a motor vehicle.  Two of these vehicles were insecure with items on display.  The need to be 
vigilant and to hide property from view was stressed.  Residents were also warned not to leave 
engines running whilst defrosting cars in the coming months. 
 
The Police will pay some attention to the Prickshaw Village area where it was reported that vehicles 
are cutting through. 
 
Reports of vehicles parking outside the Cricket Club on yellow lines were made, particularly on 
Thursday and Friday morning.  The Police agreed to monitor. 
 
Norden Playing Fields 
The Police are continuing to focus on the fields to reduce incidences of anti-social behaviour.  
Incidences have been relatively low this Summer in comparison to previous years. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
Streetwise Magazine 
The magazine aims to represent what is going on in Norden and Bamford, people were encouraged 
to get in touch with any articles or features.  There is also a shortage of distributors, and anyone 
interested in volunteering was asked to contact direct – details in the magazine. 
 
Broadley Fold & Prickshaw Conservation Area 
John Newcombe addressed the forum with regard to the application to build a wind farm on Rooley 
Moor, a development which would result in the largest on-shore wind farm in England if Peel Energy 
are given permission to install 26 additional turbines, and Coronation Power are permitted to install 
12.  Mr Newcombe explained that the development would straddle Rooley Moor Road, and would 
interfere with the Mary Towneley Loop on the Pennine Bridleway. 
 
A great deal of discussion took place and the forum was informed that the deadline for objections to 
Coronation Power’s application is 3 November 2014. 
 
Bus Terminus 
The Township-funded improvements to the bus terminus area will begin on 13 October 2014 and is 
expected to take 3-4 weeks. 
 
Spotland Stadium 
A question was asked in relation to the level of debt the club is carrying, and why progress to 
address this has not happened.  The resident was advised to submit a freedom of information 
request to Rochdale Borough Council. 
 



Ward Fund Update 
There is an allocation of £8,000 per ward, and £575 has been approved by the sub-group to fund 
repairs to the fence which separates Fisherfield from Norden Playing Fields.  The sub-group will 
meet in the coming weeks to look at other potential schemes. 
Action (2) Arrange meeting of Ward Fund Sub-group (Val White) 
 
Previously Agreed Schemes – Updates 
NEEVA Noticeboards – now purchased and expected to be installed in the next week or two. 
 
Hutchinson Road Rec – funding has been agreed to install posts which will improve the amenity 
value of the land. 
 
Weeds 
The Chair thanked Councillor Winkler for his efforts to rid the village of weeds, and also emphasised 
the level of community involvement. 
 
5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 17 December 2014 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Norden Community Primary School 
 


