
CASTLETON AREA FORUM 
 
 

Tuesday 25th November 2014 
Castleton Community Centre 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

 
Present: S. Snowdon (Peel Energy), M. Wigglesworth, D. Lord, E. Lord, T. Butler, R. Davison,  
A. Stowell, B. Partington, M. Darlington, S. Whitworth, A. Kershaw, F. & Y. Salt, M. Nazir,  
H. Jungmayr, S. Woodall, K. Smith, R. Smith, N. Hastings, A. Simpson, I. Grindrod, M. Beer  
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management), PCSO Wilson (GMP) 
  
Councillors: Sheerin, Hornby & Rashid. 
 
Apologies: M. Ball, M. Magumba & M. Webb  
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting. The code of conduct was 
circulated.  All attendees were asked to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
2. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
Vehicle Crime 
Residents were informed that vehicle crime is reduced, however, there have been a number of 
incidences where Mercedes Veto vans have been targeted for their catalytic converters. 
 
PACT Priorities 
The current priority is behaviour in and around Heywood Road play area, and the Community Safety 
CCTV van has been deployed.  Residents reported a fire that was recently started on the park, and 
gave details of potential witnesses of the crime.  PCSOs now have new powers to issue ‘direction to 
leave’ an area where problems are occurring. 
 
Cannabis Farm 
PCSO Wilson confirmed that the cannabis related items that were reported at the last meeting have 
been destroyed.  Councillor Sheerin asked whether it would be possible to let Matthew Moss High 
School have heat equipment seized from properties.  PCSO Wilson would make enquiries. 
 
Traffic Offences 
The following reports were made: 
 

• Vehicles speeding on Gypsy Lane towards Tesco 
• Vehicles moving in the wrong direction up Heywood Road to Manchester Road 
• Continued speeding vehicles on Keswick Street 
• Parking on the pavement on the railway bridge 
 
PCSO Wilson explained the current resources and the difficulty in securing the attendance of Traffic 
Officers.  He agreed to chase up the deployment of the Community Speedwatch equipment to the 
volunteer on Sydney Barnes Close. 
 
3. PEEL ENERGY/SCOUT MOOR WIND FARM PROPOSALS 



A representative from Peel Energy Ltd attended to give details of the proposed expansion to Scout 
Moor Wind Farm.  After giving some of the background around the business of Peel Holdings, he 
explained that the original expansion was to consist of an additional 26 turbines and that this would 
have been decided at a national level.  Following consultation the plans now consist of an additional 
16 turbines of up to 115m high, and this plan will be decided by both Rochdale and Rossendale 
Councils.  Further details can be obtained on the website http://www.scoutmoorwindfarm.co.uk/. 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Replacement Street Lighting Columns 
A resident asked why those columns relatively recently installed are being replaced.  It was 
explained that the contract with the Community Lighting Partnership covers all existing street lights 
within the Borough. 
 
Festive Lights 
After a number of years campaigning, and following the allocation of funds from the area forum, 
Castleton finally has six festive features mounted on lamp posts in the village.  The forum thanked 
Councillor Sheerin who had pursued this tirelessly and agreed that there may be potential to fund 
further features in the future. 
 
Street Cleaning 
It was mentioned that there had recently been a focus on street sweeping and removal of 
leaves/weeds.  The forum very much appreciated the improvements this has made to the 
appearance of the village.  However, there was still frustration at the amount of dog foul on some 
pavements. 
 
6. REPORTS 
Castleton EC Residents 
Councillor Sheerin expressed thanks to the group for their contribution to the cost of the new lighting 
columns, allowing festive features to be installed for the first time. 
 
Cowm Top – the planning application for a new warehouse has been approved with conditions 
around the colour of the building, vegetation, etc. 
 
Friends of Carnegie Castleton 
Peter Maynard has met with the group and is working hard with the Conservation Officer and 
Building Control.  Peter plans to request permission to value the building from the owner.  The 
‘Friends’ would welcome any generous offer to buy the building and donate or lease it to them. 
 
Friends of Castleton Station/Support The Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines 
The friends would like to thank all who attended the 175th anniversary event, particularly Councillors 
Sheerin and Hornby.  Sales of replica fridge magnets have raised funds from which £30 will be 
donated towards new plants on the station.  Photos of the event are available on the Friends of 
Castleton Station web-site. 
 
Real-time information displays – the list of the next 100 installations to be carried out has been 
released, Castleton’s is not one of them.  Councillor Sheerin is discussing the possibility of funding 
this via S.106 monies with a view to claiming back the cost at a later date. 
 
A land-swap for the yard owned by R & M has been agreed, there are plans to build a temporary car 
park. 
 
The ELR Board has prioritised the link to Heywood as top of their project list.  There will be a 
temporary platform, and Councillor Sheerin will consider a bid to the Community Benefits Fund to 



assist with the costs if the Scout Moor Wind Farm extension goes ahead. 
 
St. Gabriel’s 
The Pantomime production will be Jack and the Beanstalk and will take place in February, all were 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Rochdale Township In Bloom 
This year’s bid again won a Silver Gilt award, missing out on gold by just three points.  St. Edward’s 
won 2nd in the North West.  Councillor Sheerin thanked all residents for their support. 
 
Ward Fund Update 
Members were informed that the Ward Fund Sub-group has met since the last meeting and has 
agreed the following schemes from the £8,000 available: 
  

Scheme £ 
Barratt Estate Litter Bin 300 
Manchester Road Bollard 250 
Leander Drive Litter Bin 300 
Queensway Litter Bins x 4 1200 
Vicarage Road North Litter Bin 300 
Heywood Road Play Area Benches 1,825 
Umbrella Type Posts On Canal Bridge 1,650 

  
There is a balance in the fund of £2,175.  There was a request to move the litter bin outside the 
Royal Toby to a position against the wall, as it is causing an obstruction in its current position. 
Action: Request re-siting of litter bin outside Royal Toby (Val White) 
 
7. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 24 February 2015 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Castleton Community Centre 
 


