
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN  
AREA FORUM 

 

Thursday 26 March 2015 
Brimrod Methodist Church, Roch Valley Way, 

Rochdale  OL11 4PZ 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: B. Hudson (Chair), B. Frost, D. Frost, J. Watson, R. Broome, A. Broome, D. Crompton,  
W. Brown, K. Khan, B. Wilkinson, J. Welby, D. Shatwell, P. Shatwell, B. Goodwin, M. Hamer,  
F. Hamer, D. Hamill, E. Rawstron, T. Turner, K. Huggett, L. Stansfield, M. Tierney, D. Hall,  
L. Bamford and P. Duczak.   
 
Officers: RBC: S. Hay (Townships) and GMP: PC 4409 Kathryn Wynne 
 
Councillors: Ian Duckworth, Jane Gartside and Pat Sullivan 
 
Apologies: Mick Ball, David Logan and Marjorie Davies 
 
 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting. 
 
2. CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 11 December 2014 were agreed, and the 
following updates were given: 
 
Half Acre Lane 
Highways response to the request for the installation of speed humps on Half Acre Lane was read 
out: 
“The introduction of speed humps at the top and bottom of Half Acre Lane would have little effect to 
the number and speed of vehicles. Installing speed humps would not deter drivers from driving up 
the lane as they already know they are contravening the No Entry. 
 
The lane is approximately 100m in length and less than 3m wide, both of which would restrict most 
drivers reaching excessive speeds. If speed is seen as an issue the first step would be to carry out a 
speed survey to determine the extent of the problem. 
 
The cost of introducing any scheme would not be a ‘limited financial outlay’, in the first instance 
there is the cost of a consultation to comply with the Highways Act 1980, similar that of a Traffic 
Regulation Order, installation of warning signs and the cost of construction of the speed humps. The 
latter could well be very costly due to the current carriageway construction. 
 
The only viable and workable solution to this problem is to formally close the road to vehicular 
traffic”. 



 
The residents gave an impassioned response, disagreeing strongly, stating the matter is one of life 
and death and that vehicles regularly and persistently contravene the No Entry and drive at speed 
the wrong way up the lane and that there could be a serious accident, They feel the Council has 
buried its head and not supported or communicated with them. Residents agreed that speed humps 
would not stop drivers illegally entering the lane but it would slow them down which is better. They 
reiterated they do not want the lane closing and when given the example of Sudden Village having a 
road closed, felt if Half Acre Lane was closed then this would cause a problem of getting out at Bury 
Road, they also reiterated they will not have cameras installed on their properties. 
 
Another request was made for PCSOs to be present at peak times to prosecute. PC Wynne 
highlighted that the Beat PCSOs and herself had been present numerous times and not seen 
anyone contravene the No Entry, although on occasion she had been diverted away to high priority 
incidents. She gave her contact details to residents and informed them not to confront offending 
motorists and that if they provide details of time, day, date and Vehicle Registration Marks of 
offending vehicles she would take positive action and report back to this meeting on the outcome. 
 
A regular dog walker in the area felt the lane is too narrow and should be closed and some other 
residents citing the abuse of the No Entry near Brimrod School also thought closure would stop the 
rat running. 
 
Thanks were given for having the No Entry sign lighting repaired promptly. 
 
Action: Request Highways traffic survey when funds become available (Stuart Hay) 
Residents to provide offending vehicle details to PC Wynne 
 
High Birch Site 
The Arboricultural Supervisor had met the resident on site at Marland Old Road, although no work 
has been carried out on the two trees. 
 
Roch Mills Gardens Parking 
The request for three disabled parking bays on Roch Mills Gardens has been put on a waiting list 
pending the introduction of the new Policy governing disabled parking bays and the residents will be 
contacted direct. 
 
4. POLICE AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 
PC Wynne made a January to March 2015 quarterly crime figures document available to all.  She 
informed the meeting that a burglar had just moments earlier been arrested, caught in the act on 
Westminster Street, and his DNA will be checked against any outstanding burglaries. Another 
burglar was arrested for a break in at Family Bargains and they have been remanded in custody. 
Burglary remains a priority; there have been offences on the Brimrod Estate and suspects are being 
targeted. 
 
There have been several thefts from motor vehicles where over half of the thefts were from insecure 
vehicles, so the message is secure your vehicle.  
 
A distraction burglary at Derek Walker Court which has a positive line of enquiry will be updated 
next time. 
 
One resident reported a very recent suspicious character knocking on his door asking whether his 
football was in his yard and he was sent on his way. This type of incident should be reported on 
telephone number 101. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Holborn Street bins/fly tipping 
Despite a lot of cleaning up work and enforcement by Environmental Management on Holborn 



Street, bins have been left out again and black refuse bags left on the street which the bin collectors 
will not remove. It was asked whether they could be instructed to do so and questioned why some 
large families can only have one bin which quickly gets full well before collection day, hence the use 
of refuse sacks. Councillor Duckworth is aware of the fly tipping issues and will report them. Bins 
are restricted as part of the recycling effort as the contents all go to landfill and charged for and at 
the moment Rochdale Borough has one of the worst recycling rates of the Greater Manchester 
Authorities. Everybody must recycle to the maximum and there is an education package for schools 
on the issue.  
 
One resident was angry that having received a letter giving fourteen days to respond over having 
two bins that one was removed anyway within seven days, despite being entitled to two bins. 
Councillor Sullivan undertook to get another bin for the resident direct. 
 
A discussion took place over what you can and cannot place in a recycling bin and a request was 
made to invite a Recycling Officer to the next forum to give a presentation. 
Action: Invite Recycling Officer to next forum (Stuart Hay) 
 
Pollution from wood burners 
Rubbish and inappropriate items are being burnt in wood burners which are causing air pollution in 
the Mayfair Gardens and Marland areas. The Environmental Health contact details will be sent to 
the complainants so as such incidents can be reported whilst actually occurring to allow a timely 
investigation. 
 
High Birch Site 
An update was requested on the current ownership of the High Birch site and their intentions. Some 
residents and their contractors had tried unsuccessfully to contact the owner as known despite visits 
to their offices. 
Action: Obtain update from Planning (Stuart Hay) 
 
Parking problems on Half Acre Lane 
There has been a massive increase in the parking of vehicles on Half Acre Lane which is causing a 
problem, mainly due to the success of the businesses on Bury Road. Grass verges have been 
damaged and part of it has literally become a car park. Residents report obstructions and the law 
relating to that was explained. Residents do not want any parking restrictions put in place. A 
discussion on how to improve the grass verges took place and residents will get together to try and 
reach a consensus on any request to improve them. 
 
Holborn Street Resurfacing 
A request was made to find out when Holborn Street at Mayfair Gardens would be resurfaced. 
Action: Check with Highways (Stuart Hay) 
 
Pay Pal Scam 
A scam on using Pay Pal was highlighted where purchasers insist on paying part cash and part Pay 
Pal. Once any cash is accepted and goods handed over, the purchaser can get the money back off 
Pay Pal and all the suppliers’ rights are lost. Anyone using Pay Pal should make sure any user is 
registered and verified. 
 
 
Derek Walker Court Update 
The maintenance and cleanliness of the grounds of Derek Walker Court have not been good, 
despite residents paying for a private gardener in addition to the Council contract.  Reported the 
contract has just been changed to RBH and things should improve. 
 
Golden Zumba classes are available at Derek Walker Court for the over 55’s or anyone with a 
disability. 
 



Parking on Kemp Avenue 
A request was made to have the yellow lines refreshed on Kemp Avenue as they have worn away 
and since the introduction of pay and display at Highfield Hospital parking here has become a 
problem. 
Action: Request yellow lines are refreshed (Stuart Hay) 
 
Friends of Springfield Park Update 
A leaflet outlining the Springfield Park Memorial Scheme was circulated and the group provided the 
following update: 
 
Café/Events Rooms HLF Project 
Pre-application made by Nuala Chapman and face to face meeting to be arranged with HLF within 
the next few weeks to more fully discuss which grants will be available. 
 
Memorial Bench project 
Now fully underway and more than 25 organisations and companies are now displaying posters and 
carrying these application forms. 
 
New second notice board 
A new second notice board, courtesy of our 3 ward Councillors is to be installed on the right, inside 
the park vehicle entrance. 
 
Mere Safety Fencing 
We are still chasing hard to have the mere further enclosed with the higher hoop top fencing, on 
Health & Safety issues as we have already this month seen youngsters climbing over the very low 
current fencing in places – this needs to be done ASAP as the finer weather will bring large 
numbers of park visitors – it is not proving to be easy to achieve this. 
 
Mere Pathway 
FoSP has the necessary finance and after around 3 years we have been assured that this project 
has been sent to “chest” for quotes to be submitted. 
 
Raised beds to rear of hard courts 
It has been agreed by Environmental Management to clear these beds of the ancient, half dead 
rose bushes and replant with a single yew tree in each, plus low growing, low maintenance, 
evergreen shrubs, with a couple of areas for annuals. 
 
H & S information 
We are pleased to tell you that Environmental Management have installed locking bollards on the 
two pathways on the right of the park entrance road to stop vehicles from driving on the walkways 
and ruining the grass in the lower park. 
 
Springfield Park Junior Football Club started 
Each Saturday morning from around 10.00am to 12 noon, Lee Cockerill brings 60 plus under 11 
children for football training on the grass pitch in the centre of the running track at the top of the park 
– come along, and if you know anyone with a child who is interested, talk to Lee. 
 
All are welcome to attend the next Friends of Springfield Park Group Committee Meeting at 6.30 pm 
on Wednesday 3 June 2015 in The Jubilee Room, all welcome. 
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 18 June 2015, 6:30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church 
 


