
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN 
AREA FORUM 

 
 

Thursday 18 June 2015 
Brimrod Methodist Church, Roch Valley Way, 

Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: B. Hudson (Chair), B. Frost, D. Frost, D. Kinsella, B. Goodwin, K. Huggett, T. Turner,  
D. Hall, L .Bamford, K. Khan, W. Brown, N. Chapman, D. Logan, J. Watson, J. Morrissey, J. Welby, 
J. Howard, B. Wilkinson and L. Stansfield 
 
Officers: Rochdale Council: S. Hay (Township Management), D. Lodwig (Community Safety), 
J. Cannings (Recycling Improvement and Participation Officer) and GMP: PC Ibbotson and PCSO 
Taylor 
 
Councillors: Jane Gartside and Pat Sullivan 
 
Apologies for Absence: Councillor Ian Duckworth, Councillor James Gartside, A. Gaunt, G. Gaunt, 
M. Hamer and F. Hamer 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND APOLOGIES 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting. 
 
2. CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting. 
 
3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 26 March 2015 were agreed, and the following 
updates were given: 
 
Half Acre Road 
The residents of Half Acre Road agreed to have the grass verge replaced with grasscrete on both 
sides. Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee met on Tuesday 16 June 2015 and 
considered two options for funding the work on the grass verges. One option for £7,000 to 
grasscrete the verges only and one for £22,000 to grasscrete the verges and renew the kerbs. 
Councillor Sullivan championed the grasscrete and kerb option which was deferred pending a site 
visit by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee and the Ward Councillors. A resident’s 
representative requested to attend the site visit which Councillor Sullivan will arrange. 
 
GMP have installed a Metro Counter and will be monitoring all traffic for another two weeks. 
Residents have seen the Police in attendance and some motorists are to be prosecuted. The Police 
advised they will be doing more surveillance visits and also placing a police camera vehicle in a 
position to film activity over a longer period of time. The Police presence has caused some motorists 
to immediately slow down. Vehicle Registration Marks of offending vehicles have been passed on 
by residents to PC Wynne who has been contacting the owners and warning them. A resident 
requested to be updated on any action taken by PC Wynne who will be requested to do so. 
 



There is a very deep pot hole outside numbers 6 and 8 Half Acre Road (which was marked so long 
ago the markings have faded) that has never been repaired. The bus stop markings on Bury Road 
opposite the cemetery have still not been refreshed and cannot be seen. Vehicles are constantly 
parking at this location and there was a collision last Saturday to which the Police were called. The 
No Entry signs in to Half Acre Lane from Roch Valley Way cannot be seen due to tree foliage. 
Action: Request the repair of the pot hole, the refresh of the bus stop markings and the cut 
back of trees obscuring the No Entry signs (Stuart Hay) 
 
Recycling Information 
Julie Cannings, RBC Recycling Officer, was invited to and attended this forum. She made “Help us 
recycle more” leaflets and caddy bags available to all. A long question and answer session took 
place. 
 
High Birch Site 
Rochdale Council’s Head of Planning met with the developer of the High Birch site and his agent to 
encourage some form of development on this site.  An offer was made to float the site to potential 
developers and it has since been highlighted as a development opportunity to some of the major 
house builders and provided details of the site and Mr Kumar. There has been no contact since that 
meeting and as much as can be done to encourage him to submit a planning application and sell 
on. 
 
One resident of Birchfield Drive contacted the Rochdale Council’s Senior Arboriculturalist requesting 
that the Tree Preservation Order on a particular Cherry Blossom tree be removed to allow it to be 
cut down as it was leaning dangerously. The tree was inspected and found to be rotting from within, 
and the resident was advised to contact the developer but obtained no reply. Rochdale Council has 
authorised removal of the tree at the resident’s expense and it will be removed on the 1 July 2015. 
The resident felt it unfair that they have to bear the cost and it was explained that it is a private 
matter. Examples of this happening elsewhere were given. The resident could take legal action to 
recover costs. 
 
The developer has still not cleared the tipping on the Rochdale Council owned playing field and 
Planning will be asked to take action. 
Action: Request Planning take action against the developer to clear the Rochdale Council 
playing field (Stuart Hay) 
 
Holborn Street/Mayfair Gardens Resurfacing 
Highways have been asked to supply a timescale as to when the junction of Holborn Street and 
Mayfair Gardens are to be resurfaced. It was asked if all of Mayfair Gardens could be included and 
pot holes fixed in the meantime. 
Action: Request the repair of Mayfair Gardens pot holes (Stuart Hay) 
 
Parking on Kemp Avenue 
The contractors have been instructed to refresh the yellow lines on Kemp Avenue as part of this 
year’s programme. 
 
4. POLICE AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER 
PC 01833 Ibbotson and PCSO 62312 Taylor gave the May 2015 monthly Homewatch Newsletter 
and Crime Statistics Update from March to June 2015 available to all. GMP reported good results 
recently with six prolific burglars arrested, and some of whom have been remanded in custody and 
a large amount of stolen property recovered. PCSO Taylor thanked all for giving information and 
urged everyone to keep calling in anything suspicious to build intelligence which generates these 
results. It was noted there has been a five percent reduction in burglaries compared to last year. 
The need for windows and doors to be locked and vehicle keys not left on show was stressed as in 
a large number of offences access was gained through insecurities and offenders target vehicle 
keys. 
 



A resident reported that her daughter’s vehicle registration plates had been stolen very recently. 
GMP have advertised a Safeplate Initiative in the press and online. PCSO Taylor offered to attend 
Hawthorn Road if the residents got together and wanted to take part in the initiative there. 
 
The statistics quoted included all reported crimes. Detection rates are high, boosted by recent 
arrests. 
 
There is to be a Home Office change in the way crime is recorded which could result in higher 
recorded crime levels. 
 
5. ROCHDALE CIRCLE 
Debbie Kinsella outlined the work of Rochdale Circle Members Organisation that currently has over 
500 members and is open to anyone over the age of fifty. The Bamford and Norden area is a pilot 
scheme funded by Rochdale Council’s Adult Care Service as these areas have a higher percentage 
of older people living alone and a higher number of under seventy five’s suffering from strokes. One 
of the objectives is to improve services and a newsletter was made available to all. 
 
Wellbeing events are being held on 26 June 2015 at The Red Butterfly Bakery in the Old Norden 
Library and on 9 July 2015 at St George’s Church, Oakenrod.  Debbie is very keen on outreach 
work such as the wellbeing events, use of Community Navigators, and referrals from numerous 
sources to reach those who may not be as receptive. Throughout this summer she will be at the Old 
Norden Library from 5.00pm to 7.00pm every Monday for anyone wanting to find out more. An 
outreach session took place yesterday at Bamford Chapel where there were twenty eight attendees 
and fourteen health checks were carried out. 
 
The forum asked for Debbie to be invited to the next meeting to answer questions. 
Action: Invite Rochdale Circle back to next meeting (Stuart Hay) 
 
6. OPEN FORUM 
Holborn Street Fly tipping 
Fly tipping on Holborn Street continues to be picked up virtually as soon as it is dropped and thanks 
were given for speedy clearance. Enforcement does take place but requires evidence and Diane 
Lodwig explained that letters are sent to residents. 
 
Path near Brimrod School 
The path running alongside Brimrod School which then turns and goes past the end of Westminster 
Street to Manchester Road needs to be cleared of vegetation and rubbish. 
Action: Request the Clean and Green Team to clear the path (Stuart Hay) 
 
Defective street lights 
Three defective street lights were reported on Manchester Road. One light is outside Derrick Walker 
Court, one outside Aroma not working at all and one opposite John Kemble Court which is on 
permanently. 
Action: Request EON to repair the lights (Stuart Hay) 
 
Manchester Road Waste Bins 
The waste bins on Manchester Road, outside Raja Brothers and the Laundrette have not been 
emptied and are overflowing. 
Action: Request bins are emptied (Stuart Hay) 
 
Traffic lights at the junction of Roch Valley Way, Manchester Road and Edinburgh Way 
Vehicles running red traffic lights at the Roch Valley Way, Manchester Road and Edinburgh Way 
junction continues to be problem. Councillor Sullivan has requested an investigation of the junction 
and a new white line at the bottom traffic light on Roch Valley Way be painted as there is no line 
currently at this location. 
 



Highways position regards the installation of enforcement cameras is as follows: 
“Red light cameras fall into the same category as speed cameras and are unfortunately tarred with 
the same adverse publicity. As a result all new sites must be justified on accident numbers before 
they can be introduced.  The criteria states that there must be at least one killed or serious injury 
accident (KSI) in the direction of travel plus at least five more slight injury accidents or one other KSI 
in the last 3 years. We appreciate the concerns of the forum as red light running is becoming a big 
problem and we have been carrying out a piece of work at key junctions to try and justify a new site 
but as yet have been unsuccessful.  The other big drawback is that if a new site met the criteria the 
cost of installation would be for the authority to find”. 
 
This junction does not fit the criteria. 
 
Highways response to the request for an investigation in to acceptable safety measures that could 
be taken at the junction is that they continually monitor all recorded personal injury accidents within 
the Borough with the emphasis on key junctions and strategic link roads.  Every year they draw up a 
priority list which highlights accident hotspots. Once all the hotspots are identified, Highways 
systematically carry out an accident investigation process to determine causation factors and where 
possible, look at appropriate remedial measures to address any problems. This process is currently 
ongoing but it must be recognised that there is not always a solution to all problems. 
 
Friends of Springfield Park Update 
David Logan gave an update about Springfield Park: 
 
The Café/Events Room Project was not suitable for the Heritage Lottery Fund so a meeting is 
planned with Big Lottery in early July 2015. 
 
A bucket collection in Tesco’s raised £340. 
 
One memorial bench has been ordered and another is being sponsored by the Friends of 
Springfield Park Group. 
 
The raised beds have been cleared by Groundwork volunteers and trees and shrubs are awaited 
from Rochdale Council. 
 
Big thanks go to the Ward Councillors for funding the new Notice Board installed at the vehicular 
entrance. 
 
The Mere fencing is still being pressed for and the Mere Pathway contract has finally been placed. 
 
The Springfield Park Junior Football Club have a lease on the football pitch in the middle of the 
running track. Rochdale Council will mow it, put up goalposts and provide storage. 
 
There is a new gate on the top car park which is locked by the Golf Club. Vehicles can exit however 
over the one way toothed area. 
 
The park is part of the Rochdale In Bloom entry to be judged and is also entered as a stand-alone 
park. 
 
Roch Valley Education Partnership Information Board 
Dan Hall thanked the Ward Councillors for funding the new information board at the Roch Valley 
Education Partnership site. 
 
7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 24 September 2015, 6.30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church 
 


