
NORDEN AREA FORUM

Wednesday 24 June 2015

Norden Community Primary School,
Shawfield Lane, Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N.Morrell (Chair), M.Wynn (Rochdale Circle), D.Brett, J.Snowdon, P.Roberts 
(Rochdale Harriers), Rev.J.Watson, Mr & Mrs Brandford, V.Chapman, P.Best, G.Mann, 
D.Cawthron, Mr & Mrs J. Kersaw, M.Newnham, I.Sturrock, S.Davies, J.Oliver, B.Greenwood, 
S.Davison, R.Blackburn, J.Newcombe, C.McHugh

Officers: K. Moore (Township Management), PCSO McCarthy & PC Ibbotson (GMP), D. 
Lodwig (Community Services)

Councillors: James Gartside & Peter Winkler

Apologies: M. Plane, Councillor Holly, Environmental Management
1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.
2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
That with the amendment (Caldershaw Road Play Equipment £1031.19) the minutes of the meeting 
held on 25 March 2015 be approved as a correct record.

Black Pits Chimney
Nigel advised that he had contacted Redrow. The Technical Director informed Nigel that they 
thought the contractors were liaising with Rochdale Council. This matter will be chased up by 
Redrow. 

Norden Bus Terminus
Nigel agreed to liaise with the bus company regarding the terminus.

Litter
It was agreed the action for a community litter pick be carried forward. Some residents have been 
identified who have indicated that they would like to carry out a tidy up at the top of Edenfield Road.

Tenterhill Road Litter Bin
Following the last forum meeting, the new location for the bin was sent to Environmental 
Management for action.

Guidance from planning on procedures for addressing the Planning Sub-Committee
At the last meeting a discussion was held about whether Councillors are able to speak on matters 
which are primarily based in another ward. Val White contacted the Head of Planning who advised 
there will be the opportunity for Councillors to address the Committee as Ward Councillors within 
which the development sites or would be visible. An update on Broadley Ford and Prickshaw 
Conservation Area was provided later in the meeting.

Ashbourne Street



This item was discussed in detail in the open forum.

School Track
At the last meeting, it was advised that the track at the rear of the school had been repaired 
however had deteriorated and needed further work. The response provided from Environmental 
Management was that they will only maintain the track up to bridleway standard and at the moment 
it is up to bridleway standard. Making it vehicle standard was done as a one off; there is no funding 
available to do similar repairs.

Norden In Time Taxis - Abandoned car
It was advised by Environmental Management that they are unable to serve notice on private land. 
A resident said they had seen an article in the Rochdale Observer about a similar problem where 
the Council had to take enforcement.

Action 1: Contact Enforcement Team to see if they can action (Katie Moore)

Reinstatement of litter bins on new lighting columns
Councillor Gartside has met with EON to raise a number of issues around the ward. One issue 
raised was the reinstatement of litter bins. EON stated they were in discussions with Environmental 
Management about the specification of bins required. Once an agreement has been reached they 
will be in a position to reissue/install bins on the new lighting columns.

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
An overview of the latest crime statistics were provided; with a large increase in theft from motor 
vehicles being noted. Residents were reminded to lock cars and to not leave valuable items on 
show. Also when leaving your vehicle to make sure all windows and sunroofs are closed. This 
particular crime can be prevented if safety and security measures are followed by car users.

Three arrests have been made for theft from motor vehicles and one for burglary and theft from 
motor vehicles.

Reports around youths causing annoyance/ASB is still being monitored and remains a priority. 
Since the last area forum, there has been a reduction in the number of calls made to the police. The 
police still continue to liaise with the Co-op Store. In response to issues that arose around Easter 
time, a multi-agency meeting was held where a number of officers attended from Oulder Hill, the 
Council, the police and partner agencies. The forum thanked the police for their efforts.

In relation to burglary, three arrests have been made. Again residents were reminded to be vigilant 
and secure their properties.

Off Road Bikes were discussed. Reports of off road biking can be made by calling 101. Operation 
Dragster is operating, however, it is usually rolled out approximately four times a year. A resident 
advised they had tried to contact the police. The Neighbourhood Team contact details were 
provided to the resident. 

PACT
Current priorities for the ward are (1) youths causing annoyance and (2) burglary.

Next PACT meeting:

Wednesday 15th July, 6.30pm, Norden Old Library.



4. OPEN FORUM
Rochdale Circle
Mark Wynne was in attendance to inform residents of the Norden/Bamford reduction in social 
isolation/loneliness pilot. The purpose of the pilot is to improve access to services/support for older 
people who may have previously had little social content. 

Rochdale Circle offers monthly activities and events for people who might be interested in meeting 
likeminded people or want to try something different. Volunteers are also on hand to provide local 
and reliable practical help as and when needed. It is a membership organisation and open to 
anyone over 50. The forum commended the work of Rochdale Circle and supported the work they 
do in the community.

Rochdale Harriers
Phil Roberts (Chairman of Rochdale Harriers and Race Director of the three day event in Norden) 
was in attendance to provide an overview of the running event that was held in Norden, which also 
took place on the Carnival weekend. Rochdale Harriers applied to hold their event through the 
Rochdale Council events process. A meeting to review the event took place last week with 
Councillor Winkler, Phil and the Events Manager for the Council. Residents raised a few concerns 
around publicity, safety on the highways, public footpaths and bridleways plus parking.

The next event is scheduled to take place on the weekend of 10th/11th/12th June 2016. In preparation 
for the event, Phil agreed to look at further advertising opportunities, making the run route maps 
more accessible, additional signs to indicate runners on the pavement/road, signs for car parking, 
looking at communication channels with groups in Norden and to liaise with Rochdale & Bury 
Bridleways Association to let them know routes and times.

Overall, there was an agreement that the event is very successful and a great way to promote 
health and wellbeing.

Ashbourne Street
Councillor Winkler and Councillor Gartside provided an update on issues raised at previous area 
forums. In summary

 The fence around the development is erected every night to secure the site, and the container 
is currently on site as it is used as the workers’ cabin. Once the development is completed 
these will be removed from the area.

 In terms of the unmade path to the side of the site, whilst it is not a public right of way, the 
developer has confirmed this path will be re-opened when the development is completed and 
they will fence on their side of the path. The reason the path is currently blocked is for the 
safety of the public whilst works are ongoing. The forum was asked to vote on whether they 
wanted the path reinstated. All attendees were in agreement for the path. 
Action 2: John to investigate Rights of Way around Ashbourne Street and see if this can 
be established (John Oliver and Ward Councillors)

 With regard to the highway at the front of Ashbourne Street, a resurfacing scheme has been 
agreed and the Highways Officer has commented that the scheme agreed with the developer 
will be considerably better than what previously existed and the specification agreed is as good 
as the specification required for adopted highways. In terms of the actual works being carried 
out, the existing cobbles will be retained with the remainder of Ashbourne Street
(from the cobbles to the end of the development site) being graded and finished using a bound 
tarmac surface.

Questions were raised around the existing fencing. Although it now looks better, there were 
concerns as to whether it would create a dark tunnel in the winter. A trench has also been dug out at 
the side which is dangerous if you are walking at night. The path running from the school to 
Ashbourne Street is regularly used by school children and elderly, therefore, the forum thought there 
were some safety aspects that needed to be considered such as the installation of a lower fence to 



allow more light. The footpath condition was also considered to be poor.

Residents were also concerned about the condition of the building site and would like to request that 
all building materials such as the container be moved on site (Timescale: end of August).
Action 3: Ward Councillors and Townships to discuss with Planning Officer

Moss Road Gulley
Residents reported a missing gulley on Moss Road. Councillor Winkler advised he has already 
raised this.

Village Plan
Martin advised that he is hoping to arrange a meeting to look at developing the plan. Details are to 
be confirmed.

Norden Carnival
Rachel Blackburn was in attendance and she provided an overview of the carnival. Overall, it was 
great weather with more children and floats joining the procession and approximately £3,500 was 
raised. The next carnival is being planned for 18th June 2016. There were some issues in that 
Milnrow had their carnival on the same day so some resources were stretched. This matter is being 
considered in the planning for next year’s carnival.

Cut Lane
Councillor Winkler provided a brief update. The Friends Group have applied for village green status 
for the land. A site visit has been arranged for July with Councillors and Council Officers.

Broadley Fold & Prickshaw Conservation Area
An update on the campaign was provided. It was advised that a comprehensive report had been 
produced by the Council’s Planning Department and presented to the Rochdale, Pennines and 
Heywood Planning Sub-Committees. The decision made was that the Planning and Licensing 
Committee be advised that the Sub-Committees would be minded to refuse planning permission on 
the grounds as detailed in the submitted report. The application is due to be presented to the 
Planning and Licensing Committee on Thursday 25th June 2015. Following this meeting, planned 
activities will be the creation of a neighbourhood plan and focus on the Scout Moor extension.

Norden Post Office
Councillor Gartside advised of the proposals to relocate Norden Post Office to a new location - 
Norden News. The Post Office is now starting a six week public consultation to get people’s views 
on the proposal.  Any comments or questions should be submitted to the Post Office 
Communication and Consultation Team via email (comments@postoffice.co.uk) or writing 
(FREEPOST Your Comments - please note this is the full address to use and no further address 
details are required). It is advised that comments will not be kept confidential unless you expressly 
ask by marking them “In Confidence”. Views can also be submitted by completing an online 
questionnaire – www.postofficeviews.co.uk (when entering the site you will be asked to enter the 
code of the branch - 25842499).
The timetable of events is as follows:

Local Public Consultation Starts 18 June 2015
Local Public Consultation Ends 30 July 2015
Proposed month of change September/October 2015

Rochdale CHA Rambling Club
John Oliver, the Footpaths Secretary for the Rochdale CHA Rambling Club, reported that Rochdale, 
with a total of 1,795 paths, has the largest Rights of Way network in Greater Manchester, covering a 
total distance of 343 miles. 82% are footpaths for use by the general public on foot, while 18% 
are bridleways and restricted byways for use by non-motorised vehicles, horseback, cycles and on 
foot.



Rochdale’s Rights of Way Forum, which  meets quarterly, provides an opportunity for Council 
Officers and Elected Members to meet together with representatives from the Ramblers 
Association, the Rochdale CHA Rambling Club, the Peak and Northern Footpath Society, 
Littleborough Civic Trust, the Rochdale and Bury Bridleways Association, United Utilities and others, 
to share news and views on matters relating to the Rights of Way network, such as closures, 
stopping up orders, diversions, planning applications which may have a footpath interest, gating 
orders, obstructions, enforcement and legal issues.

Rochdale’s Definitive Map is the authoritative source of its Rights of Way. The Map, which shows 
the position and status of each public Right of Way, was approved last in 1976 and needs updating. 
Thanks to a project led by the Ramblers Association, volunteers, drawn from a wide variety of 
community groups throughout our borough, have surveyed each of the 1,471 footpaths, 195 
bridleways and 129 RUPPS in the Heywood, Middleton, Pennines and Rochdale Townships. To 
date 40 reports about footpath obstructions, furniture and surface condition have been submitted to 
the Council, with recommendations for improving the network. Together with a list of 250 anomalies, 
which will help with the updating of the Definitive Map. 

On Wednesday 17 June, author and rambler Nick Burton, who was taking two weeks to walk the 
280 miles from his home in Pendle to present a walkers’ petition to the government, reached the 
Roman Road, Lydgate, along his way to Parliament.

Under the provisions of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000, Rochdale MBC, as a 
Highway Authority, has a duty to review its Rights of Way Improvement Plan every 10 years. The 
review of Rochdale’s last Plan, published in October 2007, must explain how improvements made 
by Rochdale to the public Rights of Way network in its area will provide a better experience for 
walkers, cyclists, horse riders, horse and carriage drivers, people with mobility problems and people 
using motorised vehicles, e.g. motorbikes.

Following the publication of an article in the May 2015 edition of Country Walking, which gave a 
negative image of the maintenance of our footpaths on the Oldham/Rochdale border, Councillor 
Richard Farnell, Leader of the Council, has written to Country Walking to let its readers know that 
the survey reported above “will help us update our mapping and has already resulted in 
improvements to signage and the removal of a number of obstructions” and that “Blocked footpaths 
and vicious dogs can also be reported to our environmental management team, which gives a 
same-day response.”

The Chair thanked John on behalf of the community for his continuing support and hard work.

Poppy Picnic
Ben Greenwood provided an update on the recent event that took place in Jubilee Park; the Poppy 
Picnic. In total the event managed to raise £400 for the Royal British Legion. A note of thanks to:  
Sue Milne (Rochdale Councils Events Manager), Rochdale Council for providing the funding, 
Rochdale in Bloom, NEEVA, 1263 Squadron of the R.A.F Cadets, Café Eden, The Bridge Inn, Star 
Tree Studios, The Carer’s Choir, The Brown Cow, Councillor Peter Winkler and the residents of 
Norden.

Moss Row Allotments
A request was made for a tidy up of the car park off Ashbourne Street including the removal of 
weeds and cut back of overgrown bushes. Also the cobbled area needs scraping of moss/weeds 
and the path to the allotments is very overgrown.
Action 4: Send request to the Council’s Clean and Green Team (Katie Moore)

Broad Acre
Concerns were raised about the safety of the pavements with a request to remove the moss. The 



path at Broad Acre is also inaccessible as it is overgrown. 
Action 5: Send request to the Council’s Clean and Green Team (Katie Moore)

Telecoms mast
Discussions were held about the replacement telecoms mast. A resident felt that the legal notice 
was displayed too far away. The mast is bigger in size and it has white antennas. It is situated in a 
green belt area and it would be more appropriate for the antennas to be in a colour which was in 
keeping with the environment. It was requested that this issue be considered in future and be part of 
the planning specification.

Councillor Winkler
The forum congratulated Councillor Winkler on his re-election.

Signal
There was a short discussion about the disruption of signal. Some houses are affected, particularly 
those across from the White Lion Pub.

Red Lumb Village
Speeding of vehicles in Red Lumb Village was raised. It was advised that the signage to advertise 
the new flats on the grass verge is causing some obstruction with sight lines.
Action 6: Request Highways to assess traffic calming measures (Katie Moore)
Action 7: Request the Enforcement Team to assess signs on grass verges (Katie Moore)

5. WARD FUND UPDATE
Katie advised that ward funds were recently agreed by the Rochdale Township Committee. £8000 
(revenue) is available to the ward.

6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
30 September 2015
7:00pm – 9:00pm
Norden Community Primary School


