
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 14 September 2015

MINUTES

Present: M. Abdullah, Abdul Rauf, S. Rauf, Sohail Ahmad, Mohammad Arshad, Khalid Amin, Nzah, 
Atiq Bhatti, M A Mubeen, M. Anwar, Rashid Ahmad, Mohammad Shahid, Mohhmmed Sacraz, H. 
Abdul Malik, S. Beram, M A Paoha, M Saleem, Ahmeed, Khalid, B. Akram, N Aslam, Attija, 
Shagufta, M. Hussain, F. Beugam, K. Javed, K. Shahzad, M. Ashraf, G R Shahzad, S. Akhtar, G. 
Hussain, A. Beasley, M. Anwar, Yousef, Usman Anjum, M. Anwar, Rehan, J. Dunn, Mr. Sadiq, 
Firaz, M. Hussain, Arshad Mahmood, Irshad Ulhaq, M I Mugaaz, M. Imran, S. Ali.

Officers: PC Claire Wright, PCSO Beaver, G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer), S. Howarth 
(Casualty Reduction Officer), Neil Maver( Waste and Recycling Programme Manager) Sheridan 
Hilton (Media Officer) and Mohammed Sheraz (Youth Service).

Councillors: Councillors Linden, Zaheer and Zaman.

Apologies: Vera Lomax

21 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced all to the meeting and asked everyone present to respect and abide by the 
code of conduct for the duration of the meeting. Apologies had been received from Vera Lomax.

The outgoing Chair (Sohail Ahmad) expressed his thanks to the Forum for the support he had 
received over the years.

22 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
Two nominations were proposed and seconded for the role of Chair of the Forum. Following the 
casting of votes Ghulan Shahzad was elected as Chair.

Two nominations were proposed and seconded for the role of Vice Chair of the Forum. Following 
the casting of votes Mohammad Shahid was elected as Vice Chair.

Ghulan Shahzad took the Chair at this point.

23 MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON 15 SEPTEMBER 2014
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 15th September 2014 were approved as a 
correct record.

24 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PC Claire Wright and PCSO Martin Beaver attended the meeting to provide an update on the 
incidents within the Ward. The Forum was informed that over the last three months there had been:

35 incidents of domestic burglary
37 incidents of non-domestic burglary
8 drug offence incidents
24 incidents of theft from a motor vehicle
4 car thefts

The Forum was also informed that many of the above figures represented an increase on the 
previous three months. Residents were also reminded and encouraged to make sure doors and 
windows of properties were locked.



The following questions / comments / concerns were raised by residents:

1. The lack of progress made with Homewatch.

Response: The GMP representatives apologised for this and accepted little progress had 
been made with this particular project. It is planned to move forward on this initiative.

2. Drug problems within the Ward

A number of residents raised concerns about drug issues within the Ward and expressed the 
need for the police to act. The Forum asked if the Ward received the same attention 
regarding drug crime as other Wards in the borough.

 
            Response: GMP are aware of the drug problems/issues within the 
            Ward and will continue to undertake surveillance and gather evidence 
            in managing drug issues in the Ward. The Forum was also informed / 
            reassured that the focus and attention to drug activity is the same 
            throughout the borough.

It was also explained to the Forum that drug problems will never go away therefore it is 
crucial that the community keep reporting concerns with as much detail as possible being 
provided.

3. Damage to cars 

Response: The police were aware that this had been reported.

4. Cameras in the Ward

Action 1: Gary Finch would investigate which cameras in the ward where operational.

5. Anti-Social Behaviour

Residents raised a number of concerns about the extent of anti-social behaviour in the Ward 
and commented that the community expected more from the police.

Response: GMP representatives understood the frustration of residents and reassured the 
Forum that this issue is taken seriously. However a difficulty in addressing this issue is that 
anti-social behaviour is often a perception and no criminal activity is taking place. The Forum 
where reminded to report any incidents on the appropriate number.

A resident also addressed the Forum to comment that the police cannot tackle the problems 
being experienced in the Ward alone, the community as a whole needs to work together. 

This idea was generally accepted and the police and local Ward Councillors gave examples 
of multi-agency working taking place.

25 MINUTES FROM LAST AREA FORUM MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 22nd June 2015 were 
approved as a correct record subject to:

1. Mr. Sadiq being listed as being present at the meeting.
2. Acknowledgement being made that Homewatch was discussed during the PACT meeting.

Gary Finch provided updates on the action points raised at the meeting on the 22nd June:



Action point 1: To investigate the possibility of a bollard/gate being sited at the end of Lucknow 
Street (near to number 2) – No progress 

Action point 2: To investigate if a condition of the planning permission for the new Mosque was 
that the site of the old Mosque would become a car park - It was confirmed that this was in the 
process of happening.

Action point 3: To investigate why the traffic study carried out in the Ward had never been 
published – The study had been located and was distributed at the meeting.

Action point 4: To investigate the concerns raised by a resident about litter and general 
untidiness on Milkstone Road and the canal bank adjacent to Windsor Street – The Forum was 
informed that a meeting with the resident, on site had taken place. The Canal and River Trust 
had been contacted to see if they could assist. However the response received was negative 
due to lack of funding. However Rochdale Environmental Action Group had carried out a clean-
up of the area. Unfortunately a number of days later the site was extensively littered again.

Action point 5: The Chair raised concerns about the lack of progress regarding developments at 
Stoneyfield Park and if it would be possible to arrange a meeting to discuss this issue with the 
appropriate officers.

The Forum was informed that a meeting had been arranged and taken place. It was also 
explained that an open day had taken place at Stoneyfield Park on Saturday 12th September.

Mohammed Sheraz presented feedback on the event which was deemed to be a success and 
the work undertaken by the Youth Service in the Ward. A number of Forum members expressed 
their gratitude to Mohammed Sheraz for the work he carried out in the Ward with young people.

Action point 6: To investigate the possibility of tarmacking the grass verges on Deeplish Street / 
Ipswich Street to ease parking congestion in the area.

It was explained that due to the cost of a project of this nature it was unlikely to happen

Action point 7: To investigate if the insulation scheme operated by Government was still in 
existence.

It was explained that according to the Rochdale Council website this scheme was still in 
operation and contact details had been brought to the meeting. It was also commented that this 
may not be the case as Government had not confirmed if funding was available.

Action point 8: To investigate if the playing fields close to Panoma Street could be tidied up – 
The Forum was informed this had been reported to the Clean and Green Team. The Chair of the 
Forum also commented that Rochdale Environmental Action Group was consistently doing work 
in this area.

Action point 9: To investigate if a wall should have been demolished as part of a planning 
application on Hare Street – No progress.

26 ROAD SAFETY ISSUES IN THE AREA
Stuart Howarth, Casualty Reduction Officer attended the meeting to raise awareness of the 
importance of road safety in the Ward.

The Forum was informed that the number of children involved in accidents with cars (boroughwide) 
had reduced from 272 in 2000 to 62 in 2014. Of the 62 incidents in 2014 eleven were in the 
Milkstone and Deeplish Ward. It was reiterated that these figures relate to accidents resulting from 



child error and not driver error. Although figures were moving in the right direction more work was 
needed. 

As a consequence the Forum was informed that ‘getting the right’ messages out into the community 
and education was crucial to improving the situation further. Therefore plans were in place to:

 Work in schools
 Engage with community groups who work primarily with children
 Engage with local Mosques

In addition a targeted road safety campaign will be introduced into the Ward in the coming months.

27 FRIENDS OF STONEYFIELD PARK UPDATE
      The Forum was informed that an open day had taken place at 
      Stoneyfield Park on Saturday 12th September.

Mohammed Sheraz presented feedback on the event which was deemed to be a success and 
the work undertaken by the Youth Service in and around Stoneyfield Park.

It was now hoped to develop a Friends of Stoneyfield Park Group and constitution which would 
enable the friends group to apply for funding in the future.

28 RECYCLING IN ROCHDALE
Neil Maver, Waste and Recycling Programme Manager and Sheridan Hilton, Media Officer attended 
the meeting to inform the Forum of the borough’s new waste recycling collection service.

The presentation / demonstration was concerned with:

Explaining why the waste collection service is changing. Reasons given included:

 Doing nothing is not an option.
 The Council needs to save £37 million over the next two years
 If the service is not changed disposal costs could rise by as much as £2 million a year.
 We need to increase recycling rates. Last year we recycled 34.5%, our target is 45% by 

2017.

Explaining what’s changing. This explained:

 That food waste will now be collected every week in the brown bin or brown street caddy.
 That the green, blue and rubbish bin collection will change from every two weeks to every 

three weeks.

In addition the Forum was informed that a kitchen caddy will be provided that can be used to recycle 
all raw and cooked food. Compostable bags will also be provided free of charge to help with this 
process. This will be collected every week.

The following issues were raised by residents during the presentation / demonstration:

“It’s about education”.

“Council Officers need to engage with as many people as possible”

“Schools need to be involved”

“Can larger households have more than one bin”?



“Leaflets promoting the new recycling scheme are in English. Are there any plans to translate this 
information”.

“There are no women present at the meeting”.

Action: The Forum noted the information presented and thanked the Officers for the presentation.

29 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

1. A resident commented that better publicity was needed to promote the Area Forum.

Action 2: Gary Finch to investigate

2. A resident asked if additional committees could be introduced in the Ward to work alongside 
the Area Forum meeting. It was expressed that these additional committees should 
concentrate on specific issues.
 
Although this suggestion was generally supported the Forum was advised that because of 
capacity issues Township Officers would not be able to support these additional meetings. It 
was also likely that other Council representatives may have similar difficulties in supporting 
these meetings.

3. A resident raised his concerns about the lack of progress being made regarding the 
placement of a bollard / split gate at Lucknow Street.

Action 3: Gary Finch to investigate. 

30 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 7th December 2015
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Deeplish Community Centre.


