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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 To advise the Committee of an error in the reporting and consequent resolution taken 
by the Committee in respect of planning application 14/01420/FUL to effect the closure 
of a highway crossing the application site using powers under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and to agree the amendment to this original decision.   

2. RECOMMENDATION

2.1    To note the error made in the reporting of planning application 14/01420/FUL and 
resolution of the Committee to authorise Officers to effect a closure of a highway 
crossing the site using the Council’s powers under Section 257 rather than Section 
247 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

2.2 To authorise relevant Officers to correctly make the appropriate order for the closure of 
the highway crossing the above application site using the relevant powers under 
Section 247 of the Town and Country Planning Act.  

3. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 At the then Licensing and Regulatory Committee on 13th May 2015, the Committee 
considered a planning application for a residential development of forty three dwellings 
and associated works on land bounded by Cherwell Avenue/Bank Top Street and 
George Street, Heywood.  In resolving to grant planning permission, the Committee 
resolved following advice to authorise Officers to effect a closure of a highway crossing 
the site using powers available to the Council under Section 257 of The Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990. Section 257 powers enable local authorities to close 
footpaths in conjunction with an approved Planning Permission following a legal 
process.

3.2 This route whilst utilised as a footpath and only accommodating foot traffic is however 
officially designated as a Highway and registered as such on the Highways Register. 
In light of this, the Council’s application ought to have procedurally been made under 
Section 247 of the Town and Country Planning Act.  The application has therefore 
been rejected as invalid by the Secretary of State.  It is therefore necessary to 



resubmit the application for the closure of this route to the Secretary of State under the 
relevant provisions of the Act

3.3 Consequently, the Council must exercise its powers under Section 247 of The Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990.  The Committee is therefore requested to agree to 
this amendment to its original decision in order that an application to the Secretary of 
State can correctly be made.
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