
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM

Thursday 26 November 2015
Spotland Methodist Church

MINUTES

Present: B. Holden, C. Dodson, A. Rawsterne, D. Holden, A. Meek, B. Penty, Mr and Mrs Fleming, 
R. Midelly, L. Midelly, R. Ray, J. Moss, M. Coats, P. Forden, C. Forden, T. Butterworth, C. Faulkner, 
M. Rashid (Chair), P. Massey (Vice Chair), B. Patterson, J. Ashworth, J. Ashworth, F. Nissar, S. 
Bashir, M. Brady, F. Healey and T. Slack. 

Officers: I. Trickett (Greenspace Development and Countryside Manager) P. Maynard (Housing 
Market Improvement Manager), G. Finch (Township and Engagement Officer), PCSO M. Giblin 
(GMP) and PCSO K. Vohra (GMP)

Apologies: Councillors S. Farooq-Ahmed, C. Biant, S. Biant and E. Chadwick, J. Addy and Mr and 
Mrs Summerville

34. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
Introductions were made, all were welcomed to the Area Forum meeting and the Forum was 
informed that apologies had been received from Councillors S. Farooq-Ahmed, C. Biant, S Biant 
and E. Chadwick, J. Addy, and Mr and Mrs Summerville.

The Chair referred all attendees to the code of conduct and asked everyone to abide by the code of 
conduct for the duration of the meeting.

35. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
The GMP representatives informed the Forum of the number of incidents that had been reported for 
the previous three months. Figures reported being:

Domestic Burglary 32 – it was reported that many of these incidents had occurred because of 
inadequate back door security and residents not securing properties. Spotland Road corridor was 
identified as a hot spot.
Burglary, other than a dwelling 11
Theft from a motor vehicle 28
Theft of motor vehicle 4

It was also reported that anti-social behaviour is still a concern in certain areas of the Ward.

Residents asked if the minutes could include useful GMP contact numbers.
Please see below:

You should always call 999 in an emergency.
Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry.
You can contact your local neighbourhood team by telephone or email
Telephone: 0161 856 9961
Email: rochdalenorth@gmp.police.uk



It was agreed that the Ward priorities for the next three months would be: Burglary, Car Crime and 
Anti-Social Behaviour.

36. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes were approved as a correct record.

The following updates were then provided to the Forum:

1. Gary Finch informed the Forum that the Council’s Conservation Officer had viewed the wrought 
iron fencing that had been removed from Meanwood School and is currently in storage at 
Green Lane and had commented that the fencing does have heritage value.

However, the Health and Safety Officer had commented that the ‘spiked’ fencing would need to 
be modified and made safe before it is re-sited.

The Conservation Officer is currently investigating the options for modification and the likely 
costs involved.

Progress updates on this matter will be provided when available.

37. SECTION 106 MONIES
Ian Trickett (Greenspace Development & Countryside Manager) attended the meeting to discuss 
this subject.

The Forum was informed that S106 Open Space contributions are collected and administered in 
accordance with national and local policy obligations, as set out in the Council’s Supplementary 
Planning Document.

Open Space projects are developed in partnership with Elected Members, the public and partner 
organisations to most effectively use contributions to deliver local open improvements to 
communities in the Borough.

In the case of informal open space, provision should be within 20 minutes walking distance of the 
development generating the contribution.

The Forum was informed that between £60 - £70k is available to be spent in the Ward. This 
contribution has resulted from the Ings Lane Development.

Following discussion a number of suggestions were put forward as potential recipients of Section 
106 funding:

Footpath improvements – Meanwood Close
Ings Lane Flooding
Litter Bins on Churchill Street
Drainage improvements on the recreation area on Ings Lane.

The Forum agreed that Section 106 contributions should be a regular agenda item at this Forum.

38. DEALING WITH UNAUTHORISED TRAVELLER ENCAMPMENTS
Following a request at the previous Area Forum Peter Maynard (Housing Market Improvement 
Manager) attended the meeting to provide an overview of the legal process that is followed when 
dealing with unauthorised traveller encampments.

It was explained that if travellers access council land they are initially allowed 24 hours to move off. 
If they remain after this period health and welfare checks have to be carried out to ensure that no 
one in the group is vulnerable. Only after this has been satisfied can a Court Order be sought; which 



can take between two and five days to sanction. The Court Order will more often than not give the 
travellers between 24 and 48 hours to exit the site. As a consequence it can take between seven 
and ten days for travellers to be removed from sites.

It should also be understood that travellers are very much aware of what they can and cannot do, 
the legal process and time frame involved.

The process for dealing with travellers who gain access to private land is much quicker in that 
removal proceeding can be started immediately.

It was accepted that the working relationship between the Police and Council in dealing with issues 
of this nature could be more effective and that discussions were ongoing between the two 
organisations to improve the situation by agreeing a joint protocol. The Forum was also informed 
that consideration was being given to introduce a hot spot injunction across the Borough, although it 
was extremely unlikely that a Boroughwide injunction would be possible.

It addition to the above, examples were given were target hardening initiatives had been introduced 
(Cronkeyshaw Common) to make accessibility on to land more difficult for travellers.

Peter also informed the Forum that a Civic Amenity Site was now located in the Borough and that 
although travellers have been reluctant to use or be redirected to this site initially, recent incidents 
suggest a more positive reaction from travellers.

Concerns were raised about the illegal tipping and criminal damage that results from unauthorised 
traveller encampments and the costs associated in dealing with incidents of this nature.

The Forum was reassured that the local authority was fully aware of the problems and anxieties 
caused within localities when travellers arrive and that work is ongoing to improve communication 
between partners.

For further information in relation to this issue Peter Maynard can be contacted on 01706 926622 or 
peter.maynard@rochdale.gov.uk.

39. OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

Petition
Margaret Brady informed the Forum that a petition was being compiled as a result of concerns 
about safety issues at Spotland Road roundabout.

Margaret outlined that approximately 220 people had signed the petition which was requesting that 
the Council monitor and consider improving the junction.

Gary Finch informed the meeting that he had previously met with Margaret, Val White (Township 
Manager) and Councillor Shefali Farooq Ahmed to discuss this issue. Following the meeting the 
Casualty Reduction Team had been asked to consider undertaking a survey to monitor/evaluate the 
junction.

The response received from the Casualty Reduction Team concluded that many junctions in the 
Borough are monitored and the one mentioned does not present a significant hot spot – 1 personal 
injury reported in the last five years. The junction has been looked at previously with a view of 
introducing traffic signals but unfortunately due to the road layout a workable solution could not be 
found.

Following debate and discussion the Forum endorsed the petition and requested that it be 
progressed.



The Forum also asked if a copy of the list of junctions monitored in the Borough could be provided 
for a future meeting.
Action (1) Gary Finch to forward the petition to the Director of Neighbourhoods and (2) 
obtain a copy of the list of junctions monitored in the Borough.

TBA Update
Following a request from a resident an update on the TBA site was provided by the Council and 
circulated to the Forum. To access this update please follow the link below:

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s42552/TBA%20Update%20from%20Rochdale%20C
ouncil.pdf

A resident (Mick Coats) also provided a personal TBA site update. To access this update please 
follow the link below:

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s42553/TBA%20Update%20from%20resident.pdf

Ings Lane – Flooding
Concerns were raised about the flooding on Ings Lane. The Forum was informed that this had been 
reported previously, however it will be reported again.

Regrowing Rochdale
Tom Butterworth informed the Forum of the above initiative with the following statement:

"The campaign aims to regenerate the town by working with local communities to encourage and 
enable them to take dilapidated green spaces in their area into their own hands. Rochdale is full of 
‘grot-spots’ that have been allowed to fall into disrepair, covered in weeds and litter, but we believe 
that if the community works together, we can have a real transformative effect on our town. These 
spaces could be used for flower beds, wildflowers, vegetable planters, picnic areas, open markets 
and any number of other possibilities. We are working with the council to identify appropriate areas 
that are in need of attention, and we are getting in touch with community groups across Rochdale 
who can get together to turn these areas around.

People can find out more and get involved on facebook.com/RegrowingRochdaleBorough and 
Twitter @RegrowRochdale or contact benedictustb@gmail.com

Gary Finch commented that he was aware of a Government sponsored initiative – ‘Pocket Parks’ – 
that could possibly be accessed by the Regrowing Rochdale Group. Further details will be 
forwarded.

Battle Streets Rededication Service
The Forum was informed that a battle streets rededication service will be held on the corner of 
Jutland Avenue and Longfield Road on Sunday 13 December 2015, commencing 1pm.

40. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 25 February 2016
7pm
Spotland Methodist Church
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