
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 7 March 2016

MINUTES

Present: D. Ball, T. Murphy, L. Gartside, A. Nawaz, A. Khan, M. Khan, M.S. Alam, M. Russo,        
P. Russo, M. Younas, S. Noel, H. Jakeen, M. Arshad, F. Begum, H. Bib, L. Megwash, G. Shahzad 
(Chair), P. Nyivinga, A. Mahmood, M. Salim, N. Khan, M. Saleem, S. Ahmad, S. Butt, G. Lee, R. 
Aslam, A. Singh, B. Singh, R. Sheuk, S. Ali, M. Zahid, Mr Amr, and M. Nasrat, 

Officers: A. Darby, Community Relations Consultant, L. Crossley (Land Regeneration Advisor),    
R. Elliott (Project Manager), PC Wilson, PCSO Anderton, E. Grace (Community Engagement 
Officer), I. Rogers (Recycling Improvement & Participation Officer) and G. Finch (Township & 
Engagement Officer). 

Councillors: Councillors Linden & Zaman

Apologies: Councillors Zaheer and Sultan Ali, B. Bevan, M. Sheraz and Jamie (Early Break)

42 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He asked 
everyone present to respect and abide by the Code of Conduct for the duration of the 
meeting.

Apologies had been received from Councillors Zaheer and Sultan Ali, B. Bevan, Jamie from 
Early Break and Mohammed Sheraz.

The Forum was also informed that Mohammed Sheraz would be leaving the employment of 
the Council soon.

The Chair, previous Chair and Forum generally expressed their gratitude at the work Mr. 
Sheraz had been involved in, in the Ward whilst employed as the Area Youth Worker.

43 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PC Wilson and PCSO Anderton attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that over the last three months there had been:

17 incidents of burglary dwelling

Forum members were reminded to secure doors and windows. No particular hot spots were 
identified.

9 incidents on non – domestic burglary.

4 incidents of robbery – two people have been charged

11 drug offences

7 incidents of theft of vehicles – no particular hot spots were identified.



32 incidents of thefts from vehicles.

It was also explained that GMP visibility in the Ward recently had been reduced because of 
other priorities – an elderly gentleman had been reported missing and investigations into 
the serious incident within Central Ward.

From May 2016 the Ward would be served by a Neighbourhood Policing Team which would 
represent a significant change to existing arrangements. However the change would result 
in the Ward being served by additional officers. It was hoped that by operating a 
Neighbourhood Policing model, officers would develop a good working knowledge of the 
neighbourhood and would be in a better position to respond to problems and target hot spot 
areas.

The Forum was reminded to report incidents of criminal activity on the following numbers:

You should always call 999 in an emergency

Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry

You can contact your local neighbourhood team by telephone or email

Telephone: 0161 856 9961

Email: rochdalenorth@gmp.police.uk

44 MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 7th December 
2015 were approved as a correct record.

The following updates were provided:

1. Information in relation to which CCTV cameras where operational within the Ward 
had been circulated to the resident who asked the question.

A link to the information can be found below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s45549/Operational%20cameras%20in
%20Milkstone%20Deeplish.pdf

2. The Forum was informed that a retrospective planning application had been 
submitted in relation to the Medina Cash and Carry cash machine. No decision as 
yet has been made as comments from GMP have still to be submitted.

An extensive discussion about this issue pursued. The comments focussed on the 
problems being experienced near to the Cash and Carry outlet because of the siting 
of the cash machine and the danger of the Milkstone Road / Tweedale Street bend. 

Some Forum members were unhappy with some of the decisions that are being 
made within the Ward and felt their comments / observations were being ignored. 

mailto:rochdalenorth@gmp.police.uk
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3. The concerns raised at the last meeting regarding a planning application in relation 
to a property on Merefield Street had been passed to Planning. The resident had 
also been informed of this.

45 HEALTHWATCH ROCHDALE
Elaine Grace, Community Engagement Officer, attended the meeting to inform the Forum 
of the role and purpose of Healthwatch Rochdale.

The Forum was informed that Healthwatch Rochdale (HWR) is the local consumer 
champion of Health and Social Care Services. HWR have statutory powers to ensure that 
the voice of the general public is heard and can carry out announced and unannounced 
visits to service providers.

HWR gathers feedback from the general public about their experiences of Health and 
Social Care services. HWR collate and analyse the feedback received from the general 
public and report this to the Clinical Commissioning Group, the Local Authority and other 
service providers both locally and nationally.

HWR provides a signposting service, an independent complaints advocacy service, 1-2-1 
conversations with staff and drop in sessions across the four Townships. Forthcoming 
sessions will be held at Number One Riverside on the 28th April, 26th May, 23rd June and 
28th July, 10am till 3pm. 

HWR had recently been involved in projects in relation to GP Surgeries.

The following questions were asked:

Is Healthwatch Rochdale similar to the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)?

Response: No. The CCG is responsible for the commissioning of Services. HWR is 
concerned with monitoring performance from a service user’s perspective / experiences.

Does the CCG have Community Engagement Officers?

Response: Yes

Further information about HWR can be found at www.healthwatchrochdale.org.uk

46 NATIONAL GRID GASHOLDER DEMOLITION
Laura Crossley, Land Regeneration Advisor, National Grid, Rachael Elliott, Project 
Manager, Worley Parsons and Alexis Darby, Community Relations Consultant, PPS, 
attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed of

- The role and responsibilities of National Grid.
- The Rochdale Gasholders.
- The site. 
- Heritage information about the site and gasholders.
- The work that has been completed so far.
- Upcoming work.

http://www.healthwatchrochdale.org.uk/


- The process involved for gasholder removal.
- Key considerations – the community, safety, ecology and odour.
- Completion dates.
- Future plans for the site.
- Contact details – 0808 168 7590 / nationalgrid@rochdalegasholders.com

Councillor Linden thanked the representatives for the way in which the Ward Councillors 
and residents had been kept informed of the development of the site.

In response to questions it was confirmed that the site would be classified as a brownfield 
site, going forward the site would be maintained by National Grid and no future use for the 
site had been identified as yet.

A link to the full presentation is provided below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s45550/Presentation%20-
%20National%20Grid%20Gasholder%20Demolition.pdf

47 WASTE RECYCLING SERVICE - UPDATE
Ian Rogers, Recycling Improvement and Participation Officer attended the meeting for this 
item.

It was reported to the Forum that since the implementation of the new waste recycling 
service, recycling rates in the Boroughwide have risen substantially. 

For example, recycling rates for December 2014 were 32% whilst rates for December 2015 
were 49%; January 2015 was 31.4%, January 2016 was 47.3%

The Officer attending the meeting accepted that the implementation process suffered from 
a number of teething problems, however lessons have been learned and improvements 
have been made.

The Forum was thanked for their involvement, participation and commitment to this 
initiative.

48 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

Petition – Durham Street

A resident submitted a petition with respect to the parking problems that are being 
experienced on Durham Street. The petition asked the Council for assistance to ease the 
problems. 

The Forum was informed that severe congestion occurs on a regular basis with residents of 
Durham Street being unable to park outside or close by their homes. Residents believe that 
these problems are caused by commuters using Rochdale Railway Station.

Although a discussion took place concerning a proposed new link road for the area and a 
Traffic Regulation Order on Niall Street that was planned, residents believed this would only 
cause more problems. 
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Discussion also took place about the possibility of a residents parking scheme in the area 
although it was agreed that this would possibly make the situation worse. 

Additional information was also requested about the Disabled Person’s Parking Bay Policy.

Action 1: Gary Finch would pass the petition to the appropriate Director and forward a copy 
of the Disabled Person’s Parking Bay Policy to the relevant resident.

Petition – Licensing Application

A resident submitted a petition to object to a Licensing Application.

Action 2: Gary Finch would refer the petition to the Licensing Team.

Multicultural Women’s Association

A representative from the above association attended the meeting to promote / publicise its 
work.

Dunster Avenue Residents Association

A representative from the above resident’s association attended the meeting to raise the 
following concerns:

- Parking problems in the area

Response: This is a difficult problem to resolve as the Ward, in general suffers from 
car related problems.

- Alleygates not being locked

Response: It was explained that this is the responsibility of the residents

- The poor state of footways in the area

Response: Funding for improvements could be sought from Township Funds.

- Inconsistent bin collections

Response: Residents were encouraged to report incidents of this nature.

Sikh Association

A representative from the above association attended the meeting to promote / publicise its 
work.

Post Office Move

The Forum was informed that the Town Centre Post Office is transferring to a site on South 
Parade. The new base will have six counters and open Monday to Saturday.



Thanks to Councillor Terry Linden

The Forum was informed that this would be Councillor Linden’s final Area Forum meeting in 
his capacity as a Ward Councillor and offered their thanks for his efforts in representing the 
Ward over the last three years.

Exeter Street

A resident raised concerns about traffic congestion, speeding, inconsiderate parking and 
the associated dangers on Exeter Street and asked if this could be looked at.

Communication with Children’s Services

A resident complained that he was having difficulty in contacting an appropriate Officer in 
the above service to deal with an ongoing issue. 

Action 3: Gary Finch would investigate further.

Potholes 

The Forum was informed that additional money had been allocated to deal with potholes in 
the Borough.

49 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The date and time of the next meeting had been arranged for Monday 13th June 2016 at 
Deeplish Community Centre commencing 6.30pm.

However it was stated that this date was inconvenient. A new date will be identified and 
circulated.


