
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 9 June 2016

MINUTES

Present: C. Grimwood, G. Dearden, D, Broadbent, M. Whipp, H. Connely, R. Connely, G. Walczak, 
S. Dixon, N. Dixon, R. Mclean. C. Aspinall, K. Aspinall, H. Wilson, D. Barnett, E & F Wallow, DJ 
Brewer, J. Murphy, M. Fraser, M. Benniton, D. Kershaw, L. Whittaker, J. White, A. Evans, J. 
Kennedy, G. Bowdon – Witts, V. Heather, S. Acton (Chair)

Officers: N. Barton, Principal Project Officer, G. Finch, Township & Engagement Officer and two 
GMP Representatives.

Councillors: Councillors Heakin & O’Neill

75 PACT MEETING
The Forum was informed that over the previous three months there had been:

3 Dwelling House Burglary’s
4 Burglary’s Other
2 Motor Vehicle Theft’s
1 Theft from Motor Vehicle

There had also been a number of shoplifting incidents in the Ward.

Residents raised concerns about speeding on Shawclough Road. GMP representatives 
advised that this should be reported. If enough detail of the alleged speeding vehicles can 
be reported, that is registration numbers then the police can under Section 59 of the Police 
Reform Act 2002 issue a warning.

It was also mentioned that at a recent meeting of the Central Area Forum GMP 
representatives informed the Forum that discussions were taking place with the Traffic 
Section to undertake a ‘day of action’ following concerns raised regarding speeding on 
Entwistle Road. It was asked if this is something that could be considered for Shawclough 
Road.

A resident informed the Forum of a recent scam he had become aware of regarding the 
telephone preference service.

Residents asked if more could be done regarding cars being advertised for sale on the 
highway. 

It was explained that dealing with incidents of this nature had resource implications and 
were a low priority.

Concerns about cars parking on double yellow lines and near to junctions was also raised.

Action could be taken if the cars in question were parked dangerously or causing an 
obstruction. Residents were encouraged to report incidents of this nature.



76 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS
The following issues were raised:

1. The damaged road sign at the corner of Whitehall Street / Mizzy Road has now been 
removed. However the posts that the sign was fixed to are still there.

Response: This will be reported.

2. The bushes at Carr Hill House are overgrown again and in need of cutting back. This 
issue is raised on a regular basis.

Response: This will be reported.

3. Fencing at One Ash Close is damaged and potentially dangerous.

Response: This will be reported.

4. Litter on land at 9 Bernard Street needs removing.

Response: This will be reported.

5. Bushes on Stock Close / Bentley Street are obscuring the street sign.

Response: This will be reported.

6. Is there any update on introducing bye-laws on the Common to deter unauthorised 
traveller encampments?

Response: No

7. Grass opposite the Healey Pub has not been cut for some time.

Response: This will be reported.

8. Gullies from Shawclough Way to Bentley Street are blocked.

Response: This will be reported.

9. Bushes next to Bentmeadows need cutting back.

Response: This will be reported.

10. Is there any update on the development of a policy in dealing with unauthorised 
encampments?

Response: No

11.The edge of the Common needs cutting.

Response: This is difficult because of the trench, however the concern will be 
reported.



12.What is the policy for returning waste bins after they have been emptied?

Response: The Township & Engagement Officer will investigate.
 

13.A resident commented that the Common was looking good.

In addition to the above a resident informed the Forum that a meeting had recently been 
held to discuss the problems of unauthorised traveller encampments. The meeting had 
been held at Greenbank School and had been organised at the request of Central Ward 
Councillors. Representatives from Greater Manchester Police and Rochdale Council 
attended the meeting.

The purpose of the meeting was to listen to the concerns of residents about incidents of this 
nature and to explain the procedures that were currently in place to deal with travellers 
accessing the Common.

The resident also informed the Forum that he and other residents from Central Ward had 
be invited to attend a ‘desk top’ exercise at Rochdale Police Station to discuss this issue in 
more detail. The resident agreed to provide feedback on this meeting at the next Area 
Forum meeting.

The Township and Engagement Officer also agreed to contact GMP to see if there were 
any plans for a similar exercise to be undertaken with Healey Ward residents.

The Forum asked if other meeting were held between GMP and the Police and if so were 
these meetings minuted.

The Chair was aware of a meeting she attends that Council representatives also attend with 
the Police, however this meeting is a private meeting as some issues under discussion are 
not for the public domain.

77 TREE OF TIME: ROCHDALE BOROUGH TIMEBANK
No one attended for this item.

78 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The following updates were provided on issues that had been raised at previous Area 
Forum meetings:

1. Parking on the Common

Legal have advised that the deeds and covenants for the land make no reference to 
parking provision. Therefore there is no obligation for parking bays to be created or 
maintained.

2. Syke Pond
 
           An Officer was attending the Forum to discuss this issue.

3. Defibrillator 

Informed that a new stock of defibrillators have arrived. Public Health have been 
reminded of Syke Community Base interests. Public Health to progress.



4. Syke Road survey

A Highways Officer has visited the site. Initial feedback received states:

Speeding – The Officer understands this could be a problem, however he believed 
Dewhirst Road was more problematical than Syke Road.

Parking – No different to many places within the Borough. Difficult to resolve.

Parking Bays – Difficult to support. Parking bays can cause problems by pushing the 
issue elsewhere. Enforcement can also be a problem.

One – way system – Research illustrates that one-way systems encourage 
speeding. 

It was agreed that the Township and Engagement Officer arrange a meeting with 
members of the Forum (Ward Councillors and residents) and a highways 
representative to discuss this feedback further.

5. Speeding on Mizzy Road / Heights Lane

Application going to next Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee 
meeting on the 28th June seeking financial support.

6. Traffic Mirror – Shawclough Road / Shawclough Way

Advised that Highways does not provide or allow mirrors on the highway. The main 
reasons for this are that the Council would become liable for the mirrors going 
forward and there is a misconception that traffic mirrors aid safety.

7. Parking problems adjacent and opposite Syke Methodist Church

Application going to next Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee 
meeting on the 28th June seeking financial support.

8. Update on protocol regarding traveller encampments

No progress.

9. Update on bye-laws to deal with traveller encampments

No progress.

10.Update on progress of introducing a maintenance programme for Cronkeyshaw 
Common

The Township and Engagement Officer has been informed that this had been 
introduced.

A resident asked if any progress could be made in relation to Action 19 and Action 31 on 
the update sheet.



Action 19 – Footpath near Minky Mill needs repairing.

The Township and Engagement Officer explained that nothing had changed with this 
request and given the engineers comments, timeframe and likely costs involved progress 
would only be made if monies became available.

Action 31 – Installation of bollards on Common on Cronkeyshaw Road.

A Ward Councillor agreed to investigate if soil could be placed along this stretch of road to 
deter vehicles parking on the Common.

 
A link to the complete update sheet for the 9th July Area Forum can be accessed below.

79 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HELD ON 24 MARCH 2016
No apologies had been received.

The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Thursday 24th March 2016 were approved 
as a correct record subject to the following changes:

Remove – Concerns were raised about the number of wheelie bins being left out in certain 
parts of the Ward. New Street and Sweet Briar Close were cited as examples.

Minute should read – Concerns were raised about the number of wheelie bins being left out 
in certain parts of the Ward. New Street (between Sweet Briar Close and Shawclough 
Road) was cited as an example.

Remove – Damaged road sign on Mizzy Road

Minute should read – Missing road sign on Mizzy Road

Additional minute - Issues with builders debris deposited on the land between Mizzy Road 
and Jacob Bright Mews.

Councillor Heakin advised that this was a planning issue as the building work was ongoing.

Additional minute – Concerns were raised that residents of the properties that back onto the 
alleyway between One Ash Close and Mountside Close were allowing their fences to fall 
into disrepair and were not keeping their bushes and weeds under control which then 
required the Clean and Green Team to tidy up the alleyway.
 
This will be reported.

A discussion took place about the way in which amendments to minutes should be 
illustrated.

A resident suggested that any amendments to minutes should be made to the minutes in 
question prior to their approval. The Township and Engagement Officer commented that the 
approach taken, whereby alterations to minutes are noted and amended at the subsequent 
meeting was custom and practice. He had also discussed this with Committee Services at 
Rochdale Council who advised that the approach adopted at the Forum was the one they 
believed to be the correct method.



Following discussion it was agreed that amendments to minutes should continue to be dealt 
with via the existing arrangements. 

80 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
Nick Barton, Principal Project Officer attended the meeting to discuss Syke Pond.

The Forum was informed that a recent investigation into Syke Pond and surrounding area 
had identified two options for improving the site.

Option 1 would cost in the region of £84k and would include the lifting and relaying of the 
existing slabs with tighter joints, regulation of the base, new jointing, replacement of 
missing/damaged slabs and making good adjoining grass.

Option 2 would cost in the region of £105k and would include the lifting and relaying of the 
stone slabs at the pond margin, resurfacing the remainder of the perimeter path with tarmac 
and replacement of the other stone paths with tarmac surfacing and concrete edgings.

It was explained that there was approximately £36k in Section 106 monies which could be 
used to support this project however additional funds would have to be identified from 
elsewhere. The Officer stated he was currently looking to identify additional funding 
streams.

In response to the information that had been presented Forum members expressed the 
following:

- Work needs to concentrate on addressing drainage problems on the site.

- The paths need repairing and making safe to improve health & safety around the 
pond.

- Blocked gullies do not help the situation.

- Some years ago the pond was shortened, water may be seeping through because of 
this.

- Questions were asked about the work that had been done some years ago and if 
there was any guarantee with this.

- Culvert may be blocked when the estate was built.

It was agreed to progress this matter by establishing a Syke Pond Steering Group. The 
Township and Engagement Officer agreed to organise this meeting.

81 MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS
The Forum was informed that at a recent Rochdale Township Committee (1st June 2016) it 
was agreed that the following monies be made available to Healey Ward:

Ward Funds £8000
Members Funds £6000 (Each Ward Councillor receives £2000)



In addition to the above £3003 is available to spend on ‘environmental issues’ as this was 
carried over from 2015/2016.

82 AREA FORUM SUB GROUP
It was explained that the purpose of the Area Forum Sub Group is to receive applications 
seeking financial support for projects / initiatives in the Ward from Ward Funds and either 
support or decline the application. 

It was explained that this group would meet rarely as attempts will be made to discuss any 
applications received at the Area Forum meeting. 

It was agreed that the Area Forum Sub Group for 2016/2017 should consist of the three 
Ward Councillors, the Chair of the Area Forum and the following residents, J. Kennedy, J. 
Murphy, A. Evans and N. Dixon.

83 ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP FUNDS TERMS AND CONDITIONS 2016/17
Rochdale Township Funds Terms and Conditions 2016/2017 were made available to the 
Forum.

A link to this document can be accessed below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48587/Rochdale%20Township%20Fund%20Terms%
20Conditions%202016-17.pdf

84 SHAWCLOUGH ROAD
 A number of residents raised concerns about speeding vehicles on this road and requested 
that some kind of traffic calming measure be introduced to improve safety on the road. 
Although a driver feedback sign had been installed in 2012 drivers consistently ignore this 
display therefore more needs to be done to control / reduce traffic speeds.

It was explained to the Forum that during the previous two years there have been three 
accidents on Shawclough Road. All three accidents had occurred at the southerly end of 
Shawclough Road between Bentley Street and Falinge Road. As a consequence this 
particular stretch of road would not be seen as an accident hot spot.

In response to a question concerning the installation of speed cameras on Shawclough 
Road the Forum was informed that the police have no control over where safety cameras 
are sited. It is the responsibility of the Department for Transport, the Casualty Reduction 
Partnership and the Local Authority to decide where they go. Sites must meet the 
Partnership criteria, with consistent high average speeds and a high number of people 
being killed or seriously injured. 

Although there is plenty of local anecdotal evidence that speeding is a problem on the road 
it was agreed that evidence had to be collated by a more 
rigorous method. It was suggested and agreed that a traffic survey be undertaken to 
progress this issue.

Because Shawclough Road is lengthy it was difficult to estimate how much a traffic survey 
would cost as it was unclear how much equipment would be required to undertake the 
survey. As a consequence the Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate the 
cost of undertaking a traffic survey on Shawclough Road.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48587/Rochdale%20Township%20Fund%20Terms%20Conditions%202016-17.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s48587/Rochdale%20Township%20Fund%20Terms%20Conditions%202016-17.pdf


87 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
The following news was presented:

- Councillor O’Neill informed the Area Forum that he was the Highways Champion for 
Rochdale Township and that he met with other Township Champions, Council 
Officers and Partners to discuss ‘highway issues’.

- The Area Forum was informed that the ‘Revealing the Roch’ Ceremony would take 
place on 25th June. 

- The Library is not open yet, however re-opening should be happening soon.

- Telegraph House is to be demolished.

- Beales in the town centre is closing. 

88 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The Forum was informed:

- Syke Community Base is working closely with the Chapel. Both organisations have 
recently been looking at their own respective aims and objectives and from a 
partnership perspective.

- The bid for financial support from the Wind Farm Project was unsuccessful. Although 
this is disappointing it has become apparent that the bid was not in the priority 
catchment area. 

- Paton Street has been tidied up.

- Syke Community Base sign has been moved.

- The racist graffiti that had appeared has been removed.

- A 1940’s day is being planned for Heywood.

- The Town Hall Bistro has re-opened and the work that has been carried out is 
excellent.

- A veterans breakfast is available in the Town Hall Bistro at reduced rates.

89 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING - 8 SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 6.30PM
8th September 2016
Syke Community Base, Syke Chapel
6.30pm


