
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S 
REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - TUESDAY, 26th JULY 2016

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.

This is the first report of the new Municipal Year and covers the Committee’s meeting held 
29thJune 2016

Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group
The Committee considered a report of the Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group which had 
been established to gain an understanding of the prevalence and severity of dental decay 
amongst the Borough’s residents, especially amongst five year old children and to examine 
recommended actions for inclusion in the local Oral Health Improvement Strategy 2016 - 
2020. The Study was therefore closely linked to the development of the Borough’s Oral 
Health Improvement Strategy and was concerned with improving health outcomes for 
service users in the Rochdale Borough which should improve healthy life and wellbeing 
outcomes. As a consequence, this directly linked into the ‘People’, ‘Place’ and ‘Prosperity’ 
corporate priorities of the Council. Due to the fact that this issue was closely linked to 
proposals for the devolution of functions and services to the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority it was agreed that the Study Group, which of course is chaired by the 
vice Chair, Councillor Sullivan, would continue to meet for approximately another six 
months.

Care Act 2014
The Committee received an informative presentation which detailed the Council’s duties, 
roles and functions under the Care Act 2014.

Market Oversight Report
 We received a report which asked us to consider the market oversight report which 
provides quality assurance information for services commissioned by the Adult Care 
service for 2015/16. The Adult Care Service commissions external provider services to 
deliver a range of Care services to adults with eligible social care needs. The Adult Care 
Commissioning team assures the quality of these services and the Care Quality 
Commission also regulates some of the services and the market oversight report 
presented quality assurance information for the whole of 2015/16.
 
Directorate Plans
The Committee scrutinised a report that presented details of progress in the fourth quarter 
2015/2016 (January – March) towards targets contained in the Adult Care, Children’s 
Services and the Public Health Directorate Plans 2015/2016.

Social Care Complaints 
The Committee received a report that provided us with a summary of Adult and Children’s 
Social Care complaints received during the fourth quarter 2015/2016 (January – March). 

Provision of Services for People with Learning Disabilities
We received a very good presentation from representatives of the Heywood, Middleton and 
Rochdale NHS Clinical Commissioning Group to report who were commencing a period of 
consultation on proposals for the development of learning disability services in the 
Borough. Due to time constraints we were unable to devote quite the time to this that we 
would have liked and therefore deferred this matter tour next meeting. 



GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool
At Annual Council I was nominated me to be the lead member on the GMCA/AGMA 
Scrutiny Pool and in this regard I will be presenting information throughout the year in 
support of this role. So far in 2016/17 the Scrutiny Pool has met twice. The first meeting 
June was a single tem agenda meeting regarding TfGM proposals whilst the second 
meeting took the form of a workshop examining the proposed role of GMCA/AGMA and 
where the Scrutiny pool fits in with that process.

Subject to parliamentary deliberations next May we will be electing a Mayor for the Greater 
Manchester region, of which the Rochdale Borough is an integral part. The Mayor will have 
executive powers to make decisions that will affect the day to day lives of the Borough’s 
residents so, with this in mind, it is important that the Scrutiny Pool holds the decision 
makers to account and I am sure I will be ably assisted in this regard by my fellow 
Rochdale colleagues on the Scrutiny pool Councillors Butterworth and Holly.

  
The Work programme is the subject of a separate item on this meeting’s agenda but I am 
confident that the Programme reflects the challenging and diverse remit of the Committee 
and we will continue to strive to effectively scrutinise the providers of health, social care 
and education throughout 016/17.

Councillor Sara Rowbotham - Chair, Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and Care Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.


