
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 25 July 2016

Deeplish Community Centre

MINUTES

Present: S. Shakeel, Z. Ahmed, S. Ahmed, A. Malik, S. Khan, H. Iqbal, Balqee, A. Haroone,          
A. Hoque, A. Ali, A. Nawez, N. Aslam, Jameela, A. Rashid, A. Ahmed, M. Akram, W. Hammat, M. 
Huse, S. Mahmood, P. Iqbal, M. Ibraheem, M. Shahid, M. Yasin, H. Ahmed, I. Ahmed, U. Shafar,  
M. Saleem, S. Iqbal, T. Ahmed, S. Akhtar, S. Kauser, M. Siray, HJ. Hussain, M. Akram, S. Ali,       
M. Wasell, S. Salim, Kalsoom, MA Khan, M. Sarwar, S. Ahmad, M. Alam, G. Shahzad (Chair), A. 
Shahnaz, S. Bari, M. Amir, J. Dunn, M. Sadiq, I. Ulhaq, A. Mahmood, A. Tariq, G. Lee, K. Shiuk, R. 
Ahmad, H. Asim, A, Rauf, Z. Ahmed, S. Jabeen, M. Ajam and P. Marcroft.
.
Officers: Sergeant Twidale (GMP), PC Firth (GMP) and G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer)

Councillors: Councillors Brett, Zaheer and Zaman

Apologies: Mr & Mrs Beesley

50 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. The Chair 
read through the Code of Conduct and asked all to abide by the Code for the duration of the 
meeting.

Apologies had been received from Mr & Mrs Beesley.

51 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Sergeant Twidale and PC Firth attended the meeting for this item.

GMP informed the Forum that they are currently undertaking a recruitment exercise. This is 
the first ‘externally’ focussed recruitment for 10 years and is open to all aged 18 – 57 years.

GMP are keen to recruit from the Black Minority Ethnic (BME) community. BME 
representation in Greater Manchester is 17% whilst BME representation in GMP is 5%.

The Forum was reminded that Neighbourhood Policing was now in operation and had been 
since May 2016. It was hoped that this approach would enable officers to develop a good 
working knowledge of the Ward and officers would be in a better position to respond to 
problems.

The Forum was informed that the following incidents had been reported in the last three 
months:

Theft from motor vehicle – 27 (various locations)
Theft of motor vehicle – 9 (no specific area)
Shoplifting – 17 (majority B&Q and Aldi)
Burglary Dwelling – 37 (various locations / no repeat street)
Burglary Other – 15
Hate Crime – 1 since March



GMP advised the Forum that the priorities over the coming months would be prostitution, 
street drinking and traffic issues. It was planned to undertake a traffic operation in the Ward 
in the near future.

The following concerns / questions were raised by Forum members:

1. A resident presented a petition, signed by a number of residents from Lucknow 
Street complaining of anti-social behaviour in the area.

Response: The resident was thanked for the petition and reassured that this would 
be looked into. The Forum generally was reminded that incidents needed to be 
reported so that a log of the incident would be made. GMP can only react if statistics 
demonstrate that a problem occurs. If reporting is not happening it is difficult for GMP 
to be aware that incidents are occurring.

2. Concerns were raised about drug dealing on Ashfield Road.

3. It was observed that figures in relation to the incidents reported in the Ward had 
increased. GMP were asked why this was the case?

Response: It is difficult to say why this has happened, however the way in which 
GMP records crime has changed and the criteria now applied will have an effect on 
the figures being produced.

4. A resident asked if GMP thought there was an under-reporting of crime in the Ward?

Response: GMP do believe this is the case and are looking at ways to encourage 
residents to report incidents.

5. Have there been any reports of religious hate crime reported?

Response: GMP unsure of this however the Forum was reassured that  should this 
occur it would be investigated.

6. A resident asked if any progress had been made with the Homewatch initiative?

Response: GMP will investigate.

7. The Forum generally agreed that more needs to be done in the Ward to address the 
problems being experienced by residents – anti-social behaviour, drug dealing and 
prostitution. Residents believed that problems / incidents are being reported, yet little 
changes. GMP, Ward Councillors and other partners were encouraged to come 
together to tackle the problems in the Ward.

Response: It was hoped that the Neighbourhood Policing model will help the 
situation. The Forum was also reassured that all partners work closely to tackle the 
problems in the Ward.



8. A resident raised concerns about how effective the present format of the PACT was. 
The Forum agreed that future PACT meeting should be organised separately from 
the Area Forum.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to progress this request.

52 MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milksone & Deeplish Area Forum meeting held on Monday 7th March 
2016 were approved as a correct record.

No updates were provided.

The following matters from the minutes were discussed:

1. A question was asked about the current situation regarding the Madina Cash and 
Carry cash machine.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this matter further.
 

2. A resident raised concerns about the lack of progress being made on reducing the 
problems being caused on Exeter Street due to traffic.

It was explained that this had been reported however this was unlikely to change. 
The Ward generally suffers from significant traffic congestion.

3. A resident encouraged the Forum to use Healthwatch Rochdale as a platform to 
raise issues.

4. A resident asked when the library at Number One Riverside was likely to open.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this matter further.

53 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

1. The Forum thanked the Youth Service for the work they undertake in the Ward. The 
Youth Service Summer Programme was made available to the Forum.

2. A resident raised concern about the lack of consultation that he believed had taken 
place between the Rochdale Council of Mosques and local Muslim communities in 
relation to religious requirements for the new cemetery.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to forward these concerns on to the 
appropriate officers / services.

3. A number of residents raised concerns about the many traffic problems – speeding, 
congestion, parking problems – within the Ward.



4. A resident asked what the current situation was regarding the double yellow lines on 
Manchester Road (Old). Attempts had been made for some time to either remove or 
reduce the number of yellow lines in this area.

A Ward Councillor commented that this issue is still ongoing.

5. A resident asked why a recent planning application in relation to 3 Philip Street had 
been refused.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this matter further.

6. A resident raised concerns about the planning application that had recently been 
approved regarding the land to the side of 90 Durham Street. 

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this matter further. 

7. A resident urged the community to work together to address some of the problems 
the Ward was experiencing. 

8. A resident commented that the parking restrictions on Station Road, Milkstone Road 
and Tweedale Street had now been extended.

54 SENIOR CITIZENS FORUM
The Forum was informed that the role of the Senior Citizens Forum (SCF) was to represent 
older people within the borough and champion the issues that were important to this group. 
It was also explained that the Leader of the Council had a regular quarterly meeting with 
pensioner representatives.

However it was acknowledged that the BME (Black Minority Ethnic) community were under 
represented on the SCF therefore nominations were being sought.

Anyone interested in becoming a member of the SCF should contact the Township and 
Engagement Officer – gary.finch@rochdale.gov.uk

55 INVOLVEMENT OF YOUNG PEOPLE IN DECISION MAKING
A Ward Councillor raised concerns about the lack of young people actively involved in 
decision making in the Ward and that more should be done to encourage young people to 
become actively involved in the business of the Forum.

It was agreed that the Youth Services consider ways of encouraging / involving young 
people in the work of the Forum.

56 STONEYFIELD PARK
This item was deferred.

57 PAKISTAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
Mohammad Shahid took the Chair for this item as the Forum thought Mr. Shahzad had a 
conflict of interest with this issue.

This item had been placed on the agenda because concerns had been raised about the 
way in which Pakistan Independence Day / Flag Raising had previously been organised. 
Many Forum members expressed their disappointment that previous years’ events had 



been organised by a small number of people and that there was a need to involve others 
and make the event more inclusive. It was also asked why an additional day for the flag 
raising ceremony had been organised for Friday 12th August.

The Chair of the Forum who had been involved in organising this event over the years and 
had planned to hold the event on the 12th August explained that this date had been 
organised because of logistical reasons. Initially the Mayor had not been available on the 
day of Pakistan Independence Day (14th August) therefore the 12th August had been 
identified as an alternative. This had now changed and the event would take place on 
Sunday 14th August at Rochdale Town Hall.

After lengthy debate the Area Forum agreed that representatives from the Pakistani 
Community meet to discuss how a more inclusive event can be arranged for the 14th 
August 2016.

58 VENUES FOR FUTURE AREA FORUM MEETINGS
An extensive discussion took place about this issue and why it had been placed on the 
agenda without consultation.

It was explained that this issue had been placed on the agenda at the request of the Chair. 
His intentions were to discuss options for using other venues in addition to Deeplish 
Community Centre.

It was explained that two venues are already used in the Ward for Area Forum meetings 
(Sparth Community Centre & Deeplish Community Centre) therefore there is no need to 
look elsewhere. Some Forum members also expressed the view that attempts to use 
different venues for meetings had been tried before and failed.

It was generally accepted that the present venue (Deeplish Community Centre) was a good 
venue, it was accessible, attendance at Area Forum meeting was on the whole good and 
no complaints had been received.

As a consequence it was agreed to continue with the use of Deeplish Community Centre for 
Area Forum meetings.

59 MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS
The Forum was informed that £8k was available from Ward Funds and each Ward 
Councillor has a fund of £2k.

Rochdale Township Funds Terms and Conditions 2016/2017 were also made available to 
the Forum.

60 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 26th September 2016
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Deeplish Community Centre


