
NORDEN AREA FORUM

Wednesday 14 September 2016
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane,

Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), J & J Newcombe, P.Fletcher, P. Ellison, D. Brett, J.Watson, 
C. Brandford, I. Sturrock, B. Paulinski, J.Oliver, B.Greenwood, J. Atkinson, B.Pickup, J.Lingard, 
R.Booth, J & J Kershaw, G & M Newnham, C.McHugh, T. Marsy, A.Whatmough and S.Croke

Officers: R. Hudson (RBC - Township), Diane Lodwig (Community Safety) and PCSO 
Christine McCarthy (GMP)

Councillors: Winkler, Gartside and Holly

Apologies: S. Davison and P. Best

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2016 were approved as a correct record.

Township in Bloom
The Chair praised the efforts of the village stating it had ‘done itself proud’ on judging day.

Former Turner Bros Site
An Open Evening will be held on Thursday 22 September 2016 at Spotland Methodist Church 
between 4-9pm.  Invite letter was made available to forum attendees.

Black Pits Chimney
No formal planning application has been submitted by Redrow.

Village Plan
The next meeting about the Village Plan will be on Saturday 17 September 2016 at 1pm.  The Chair 
expressed his gratitude to Martin Newcombe for his efforts in respect of this plan so far.

Moss Row
Residents are liaising with the Environmental Management Department as the land is still under the 
ownership of the Council.

Rainshore Mill/Over Town Lane, Norden
Residents complained about parked trucks on Edenfield Road.

Woodyard Garage
Councillor Winkler updated that the new owners may be wishing to submit a new planning 



application for a change of use of opening hours and urged residents to express their views if in 
opposition to this proposal.

Norden Stores
Councillor Winkler updated that the new owners may be wishing to submit a new planning 
application for a change of use of opening hours and urged residents to express their views if in 
opposition to this proposal.

Reservoir
A resident complained they had seen water discolouration, appearing blue in colour.  Checks have 
been made with United Utilities and the reservoir was inspected.  The discolouration occurs due to a 
bloom of natural blue and green algae that increasing climate temperatures bring on.  The foam that 
can sometimes occur is a result of a run-off from the moors and is a by-product after a heavy 
downpour.

Hutchinson Road Play Equipment
The date for the start of new works is 26 September 2016.  Completion by 28 October 2016.  The 
zip wire was recently replaced and has been vandalised again.  The equipment was disabled for six 
weeks.  Councillor Winkler expressed frustrations at the length of time the area was out of action for 
the local children.

Footpaths
Update from John Oliver
‘I praise the excellent work of the Council’s Environmental Department over the past three month 
period since meeting in June.  During this time the Environmental Department has completed 
maintenance and repair work to 75 footpaths, bridges and stiles.  During August the department put 
in place a programme of work which will deal with requests for signage and minor repairs on an 
area by area basis.  The Chair of the forum thanked the local Councillors and the efforts of Council 
Officer Ian Trickett.

Ashworth Road
The Ashworth Road area is experiencing fly tipping occurrences which have increased dramatically 
in recent months and it is becoming an ongoing issue.  Remedial/preventative action is being 
sought.  The Chair thanked P. Ellison and his associate for their recent efforts in respect of retrieval 
of large tipped material from down in the valley off Ashworth Road.  A community meeting with 
Council, Police, etc present may occur in the future to discuss possible actions to combat the 
problems.

Wind Farm Update
John Newcombe updated the forum about the public inquiry that will be heard on 11 October 2016 
for 8 days (between the hours of 10am – 5pm) held at Canal Chamber, Rossendale Borough 
Council, Futures Business Park.  Bacup  OL13 OBB.

It was stressed to the forum the importance of as many local residents as possible attending this 
public inquiry to express their opinions as it is an open door policy.  Councillor Winkler reiterated this 
point as did the Chair who also thanked local people involved so far.  A show of hands vote held at 
the forum will be expressed at the inquiry by the Chair.

Norden Old Library
A resident who previously raised this matter at the forum has requested for the trustees to:
1. Attend the next December forum and introduce themselves
2. Advise the forum of the status of the building
3. Advise the forum of the long term future use of the building

This was requested to occur on an annual basis.
If any resident has concerns relating to the library, email them to nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com

mailto:nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com


3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
PCSO McCarthy informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden: 

Burglary: 20
Burglary other: 4
Theft from motor vehicle: 12
Theft of motor vehicle: 1

PACT
Operation Dragster – still ongoing with funding from United Utilities and other groups.  Dates will 
commence in October.
Pub Watch Scheme – no main issues.  Police in regular contact with licensees.
YCA – it has calmed down and is still being monitored.  Low number of calls.  Children throwing 
stones at cars.
Speeding Operations – issues with speeding vehicles is being addressed.  Police will carry out a 
traffic operation in September targeting seatbelts and mobile phones and possibly another in 
October 2016.
Drugs – no issues and any areas are already being patrolled.  Residents need to make the Police 
aware of any issues.
Licensing – no main issues.  Police are in regular contact with licensees.

Any issues can be reported to the Police by ringing 101 as always in these instances.

The forum expressed their gratitude to the Police team.

4. OPEN FORUM
Norden Bus Terminus
Discussion was held by residents regarding the parking restrictions imposed in recent years by the 
Council in this area, particularly double yellow lines and bollards.  Local businessman/owner of The 
Bridge Chippy was in attendance and he advised that local residents and customers had signed a 
petition of over 350 signatures to demonstrate their concerns.  He stated the restrictions are not 
necessary in terms of ‘highway safety’ as advised by Highways as buses no longer use the 
terminus.  He stated the parking bays need waiting restrictions on them and the double yellow lines 
near the hairdressers need removing.  It was commented that Highways took little effort to consult 
local people on their proposals before they were implemented.  The Chair discussed the possibility 
of arranging a sub group in order to engage with Highways and a show of hands at the forum 
showed support for this.

Ashbourne Nursing Home
A resident expressed concerns about the inconsiderate double parking of cars on Ashbourne Road 
adjacent to the Co-op and the Post Office sides of the road which caused major access issues, 
especially to the nursing home.  The matron of the nursing home, A. Whatmough, was also in 
attendance and expressed the same concerns.  A recent incident had occurred regarding an 
ambulance not being able to get down the road to attend to an elderly resident at the home.  The 
paramedics had to abandon the vehicle and walk down to the home.  It was noted that the delivery 
lorries of the Co-op are too large, which also causes problems and this matter has been addressed 
with the store owner by the matron.  Action needs to be taken to possibly erect signage requesting 
people park considerately in order to allow access to the nursing home.

Forsyth Street
A resident advised ‘no parking’ signs have been removed from the street which is causing double 
parking and safety issues as cars have to reverse out onto the main road.  Townships have checked 
with Highways and they have confirmed that they were not responsible for the removal of the signs 
and as such have been instructed to replace.  A request was made for the repainting of the double 
yellow lines.



Heap Road
It was reported that the barriers here are damaged and insecure.

5. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 14 December 2016 at 7.00pm–9.00pm
Norden Community School


