
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 26 September 2016

MINUTES

Present: Y. Bhater, Z. Ingan, S. Begum, M. Sajid, P. Iqbal, A. Raul, Hayeeb, A. Malik, S. Kaller, 
A. Ahmed, U. Shafeq, Z. Ahmed, N. Barron, J. Beasley, I. Ulhaq, F. Begum, J. Begum,       

K. Aziz, M. Nasir, K. Shakil, A. Mehmood, S. Shakeel, M. Shahid (Chair), T. Habib, I. Ullah, 
G. Shahzad, A. Newaz (Vice Chair), W. Mohammad, A. Ahmed, S. Mahmood,  M. Hassan, 
M. Abdullah, N. Aslam, A. Beasley, R. Shammum, S. Ahmed, S. Pevier, K. Akilia, Farhan, 
Faisal, Mohsia, R. Aslam, M. Saleem, S. Iqbal, J. Waheed, G. Jabeen, M. Hussain, Maniza 
Si, A. Khan, Z. Bibi, S. Ali, M. Mughal, M. Shub, S. Muhhton, M. Azunn, M. Younas, M. 
Yasin.

Officers: PS. Shirazi, PC Wright, PCSO Aziz, PCSO Nasir.and G. Finch (Township & Engagement 
Officer)

Councillors: Councillors Zaheer and S. Ali

Apologies: Councillors Zaman and Brett, and Azizul Hoque.

61 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Township and Engagement Officer welcomed everyone to the meeting. It was 
explained that the meeting would be in two parts; part one would be the Annual General 
Meeting which would see the election of the Area Forum Chair and Vice Chair for the next 
twelve months. Part two would be the ordinary meeting, concentrating upon the PACT and 
Open Forum.

The Forum was reminded about the Code of Conduct and asked to comply with the code 
throughout the meeting.

Apologies had been received from Councillors Zaman and Brett and Azizul Hoque.

62 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
The Chair of the Forum Ghulan Shahzad informed the Forum that he would not be seeking 
re-election. He thanked the Forum for their support over the last twelve months.

Mohammed Shahid was elected Chair of the Forum until September 2017 and took the 
Chair at this point.

Ahmed Nawaz was elected Vice Chair of the Forum until September 2017

63 MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2015
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 14th September 2015 were 
approved as a correct record.

64 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Sergeant Shirazi, PC Wright and PCSO’s Aziz and Nasir attended the meeting for this item.

At the previous Area Forum meeting residents asked that the PACT meeting should be 
organised separately from the Area Forum meeting. It was also commented that the format 
of the PACT meeting could be more effective.



Although no progress had been made in making alternative arrangements for the PACT 
meeting GMP representatives asked what changes the community would like to see to the 
session to make it more effective.

Following discussion it was generally agreed that:

- Statistical reporting of incidents is not enough.
- GMP should provide more detail behind the statistics
- A more active interaction between GMP and the Forum was required.

GMP reported that:

- The homeless man who was known locally as the ‘gas man’ (Neil Dearden) had died 
recently.

A resident informed the Forum that a ‘Just Giving’ web page had been set up to help 
with funeral costs.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate the process involved to 
initiate a ‘paupers funeral’.

- There had been 9 arrests on Boundary Street for drug related offences.

- A car chase on Cecil Street resulted in a large amount of heroin being secured.

-  Various operations had taken place in connection with prostitution in the area.

Residents asked if it would be possible to name and shame the clients of 
prostitutes?

GMP commented that this could possibly be done once a conviction had been 
secured, however GMP’s strategy on this would be investigated.

GMP also commented that their approach in dealing with prostitutes in the first 
instance is to provide support as the lifestyles of many involved in this work is 
complex and chaotic and requires assistance from many services. 

- GMP informed the Forum that a car chase and subsequent crash had recently taken 
place in the Ward.

Some residents were aware of this and commented that changes needed to be 
made to the highway network in the Ward. The sharp bend on Milkstone Road / 
Tweedale Street was identified as a particular problem.

- A traffic operation was planned to be carried out in the Ward in the near future.

Residents raised the following concerns:

- Drug dealing within the Ward

- A resident asked why the police follow ‘cash in transit’ vehicles?



GMP responded that this happens because ‘cash in transit’ services are vulnerable 
and a potential target.

- A resident asked what GMP’s strategy to the ‘Prevent’ agenda was as a concern had 
been raised about GMP’s approach.

GMP could not comment on individual cases but suggested that the resident might 
want to discuss this in private.

- A resident asked why the petition about anti-social behaviour on Lucknow Street that 
was presented at the previous Area Forum meeting had not been acted upon.

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he had been 
informed that no reports had been logged about anti-social behaviour on Lucknow 
Street therefore it was not recognised as a hotspot area. As a consequence no 
action had been taken.

The Forum was also reminded that it was crucial that criminal activity was reported 
on the appropriate numbers, supported with as much information and detail as 
possible. Doing this would build up a picture of what was going on in the Ward and 
enable GMP to react accordingly.

GMP agreed to speak to the resident in private to discuss this matter further.

- The lack of progress being made with introducing a Homewatch scheme.

GMP would investigate this further.

- A resident informed the police that her daughter had recently been approached on 
Manchester Road by a man.

The resident was advised to speak to the police in private following the meeting.

65 MINUTES FROM LAST AREA FORUM MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 14th September 
2016 were approved as a correct record subject to the following addition:

1. A forum member reported that Castlemere Community Centre is playing loud music 
until the early hours of the morning and that this is having a negative impact on 
properties close by.

The Township and Engagement Officer provided the following updates:

1. Madina Cash & Carry cash machine – 

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that planning permission 
had been refused for the cash machine and that an enforcement notice had been 
served.



2. Library – Number One Riverside

The Forum was informed that it was hoped that the Library at Number One Riverside 
would be open in October.

3. Religious requirements for the new cemetery

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he had passed on 
the concerns that had been raised at the previous  forum meeting about the 
perceived lack of consultation between the Rochdale Council of Mosques and local 
Muslim communities in relation to religious requirements for the new cemetery.

The Forum was informed that meetings had been held to understand the concerns 
raised and that progress had been made. 

4. The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he had spoken to 
the resident and a planning representative with regards to the planning application at 
3 Philip Street.

5. The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he had spoken to a 
planning representative in relation to the planning application regarding the land to 
the side of 90 Durham Street. A response had been sent to the resident.

6. The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he was aware that 
the Youth Service where looking at ways to encourage / involve young people in the 
work of the Forum.

The following matters were raised by residents:

1. A resident raised concerns about the lack of progress being made to the request to 
introduce a one-way system on Exeter Street. It was believed that a one-way system 
would assist with the problems being experienced in the area associated with 
congestion and speeding.

It was explained that highway related issues are problematic in many parts of the 
borough and that changes to the existing highways network would require a Traffic 
Regulation Order, which can be a lengthy and expensive process. 

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to report this request.

2. A resident asked what the current situation was regarding the double yellow lines on 
Manchester Road (Old).

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

3. Stoneyfield Park

A resident asked if any progress had been made with developing Stoneyfield Park.

It was explained that a meeting had been held some months ago where it was 
indicated that it would be beneficial for a ‘Friends of Stoneyfield Park’ group to be 



established and a constitution to be developed. This could help with attempts to 
access funding streams.

The Township and Engagement Officer was unaware if any progress had been 
made.

66 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the open forum:

1. A resident asked if the bushes / green area on Cheltenham Street could be tidied up. 
Rochdale Environmental Action Group agreed to do this.

2. Residents asked why barriers (concrete blocks) had been placed in Broadfield Park 
close to the St Albans Street entrance.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this.

3. A resident asked if a car parking spot could be introduced adjacent to the fire station 
yard.

The Township and Engagement Officer would investigate further.

4. A resident suggested that more needs to be done to promote Area Forum meetings.

5   A lengthy discussion took place about highways issues within the  
     Ward with concerns being raised about the lack of progress that is 
     made after problems are identified. 

           The Forum was informed that community frustrations can be
           understood in relation to matters of this nature, however changes to 
           the highways network can be a  lengthy and expensive process. It 
           should also be understood that targeting individual streets and dealing 
           with them in isolation does not always have the desired effect. At times 
           it is necessary that a bigger picture perspective is taken. Changes to 
           parking restrictions on Station Road, Tweedale Street and Milkstone 
           Road where cited as an example.

6 A resident commented that a tree of Eastbourne Street required attention as it was 
encroaching onto adjacent properties.

The Township and Engagement Officer was aware of this problem and had seen 
Environmental Management’s response which indicated this request would have to 
go on a waiting list.

7 A resident asked if the Council would be aware that ex-offenders are living in a St 
Vincent’s Housing Association property on William Street.

Although the Township and Engagement Officer could not be certain that the Council 
had knowledge of this it was extremely possible that the Council and partners who 
deal with ex-offenders would be aware of the situation.



8 A resident reported that the road surface on Great George Street was in need of 
urgent attention.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to report this and reminded residents 
that potholes can be reported via the Ward Councillors, Township Office or online.

67 WELCOME TO ROCHDALE - BIRTH PLACE OF THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
SIGNAGE
A resident asked if consideration could be given to introducing signage, adjacent to 
Rochdale Railway Station / Metrolink stop welcoming people to Rochdale. 

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to forward this request onto the appropriate 
service.

68 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 5th December 2016
Deeplish Community Centre
6.30pm – 8.30pm


