
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11 the following two motions have been 
submitted for consideration by Council.

Motion 1

Events in Kashmir

There is a substantial Kashmiri heritage population in Rochdale and this Council is appalled 
at the surge of atrocities in Kashmir.

Since July 8 2016, there have been horrendous human rights violations in Indian Occupied 
Kashmir (IOK). This Council has deep concerns over the latest round of grave human rights 
violations in IOK, and stresses the need to allow access to humanitarian aid and observers 
in the conflict ridden region, where hundreds have been killed and thousands wounded due 
to the inhumane use force by Indian forces. The Indian genocide in IOK is designed to 
curb pro-freedom voices and the right to self-determination enshrined in several United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions. 

Today, the voice of Kashmiris are challenging India and the world's conscience and it is time 
to impress upon India to heed the path of justice, fair play, sanity and to recognise the 
Kashmiris right to self-determination. 

There are now growing factions in all the states in India to support a balanced approach to 
the Kashmir dispute and recognise the rights of Kashmiri people.  Moreover, we urge that 
the United Nations and International Human Rights bodies are fully engaged in the region to 
protect, monitor and advance human rights in Indian Occupied Kashmir. This would not only 
permit the advocators to correct misinformation about the local human rights violations to 
relevant international agencies, but also seek to persuade adherence to accepted human 
rights standards.

Rochdale Borough Council requests the international Governmental and Non-Governmental 
Organisations to immediately take notice of the grave human rights violations in occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. It also condemns the Indian government's statements on unilateral 
abrogation of the Indus water treaty, which will lead to an economic catastrophe by 
damaging the agricultural resources downstream in Pakistan.

The Council instructs the Chief Executive to inform the British Foreign Secretary, the Indian 
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General of the United Nations of our grave concerns 
of events in Kashmir as set out in this motion.

To be moved by Councillor Richard Farnell

Seconded by Councillor Aftab Hussain



Motion 2

Protecting children from alcohol advertising

This Council notes:

That alcohol can be enjoyed in a responsible way by adults.

That alcohol can cause serious and fatal diseases, including several types of cancers; that 
the UK Chief Medical Officers’ Alcohol Guidelines advise both men and women that it is 
safest not to drink regularly more than 14 units per week, to keep health risks from drinking 
alcohol to a low level.

That alcohol can only be legally purchased by adults over 18 years old.

That the advertising of alcohol is designed to make products more appealing and in turn can 
appeal to children and young people.

That the Science Committee of the European Alcohol and Health Forum concluded in 2009 
that “alcohol marketing increases the likelihood that adolescents will start to use alcohol, and 
to drink more if they are already using alcohol”.

That underage drinkers are more likely to be a victim of crime and those who get drunk at 
least once a month are twice as likely to commit a criminal offence as those who don’t.

That the recent Healthier Futures/Alcohol Health Alliance public opinion survey found 73% 
support in Greater Manchester for a 9pm watershed for alcohol adverts on TV.

That the recent public engagement campaign ‘See What Sam Sees’ by Healthier Futures, 
talked with over 200 people across Greater Manchester and received overwhelming support 
for a 9pm watershed from the Greater Manchester public.

This Council believes:

That it is the responsibility of all levels of government to try to ensure good public health in 
the population.

This Council resolves:

To request the Leader of the Council to write the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, expressing these views and asking her to bring forward legislation to introduce a 9pm 
watershed for the advertising of alcohol products on TV to protect children and young people 
from the influence of alcohol advertising. 

To continue to promote good health in our borough, to support the UK Chief Medical 
Officers’ Alcohol Guidelines, and to protect children and adults from 

Moved by Cllr Donna Martin

Seconded by Cllr Daniel Meredith 


