
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 5 December 2016

MINUTES

Present: S. Ahmad, Farhan, Shahid, H. Ali, Badar, A. Beasley, F. Mian. M. Ahmed, M. Hussain, S. 
Ahmed, A. Mahmood, M. Yasin, M. Younas, K. Shanket, Y. Mahmood, M. Saleem, H. Ikram, M. 
Khan, S. Iqbal and S. Mohammed (Chair)

Officers: S. Reay, Highway Services Manager, T. Bland, Finance Manager, G. Finch, Township 
and Engagement Officer, Sergeant Shirazi and PCSO’s Anderton, Beever, Nasir and Aziz.(GMP)

Councillors: Councillor M. Zaman

Apologies: Councillors Brett and Zaheer and John Beasley

69 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair of the Area Forum, Shahid Mohammed welcomed all to the meeting and asked that the 
Code of Conduct be adhered to throughout the meeting.

Apologies had been received from Councillor Zaheer and Councillor Brett and John Beasley.

70 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
The following GMP representatives attended the meeting for this item:
Sergeant Shirazi and PCSO’s Anderton, Beever, Nasir and Aziz.

The Forum was informed that over the last three months GMP has concentrated on drug dealing, 
prostitution and anti-social behaviour within the Ward.

Drug dealing – There has been two successful arrests in the Ward for intent to supply and it is 
hoped that the individuals arrested will receive custodial sentences.

A cannabis farm was also located and arrests have been made as a result of this operation.

Prostitution – Operation Streetshield has been in operation for some time around Lincoln Street, 
Lincoln Close, Durham Street and other residential areas.

Eight individuals have been cautioned for kerb crawling with one prostitute also receiving a caution.

It was explained that GMP’s approach in dealing with prostitution was to initially offer help and 
assistance followed by warnings and then cautions.

It was explained that prostitution numbers had dropped significantly in the Ward, however it was 
acknowledged that a number of prostitutes are travelling into Rochdale from other areas.

Anti-social behaviour – This is an ongoing issue within the Ward. Problems are usually caused by 
street drinkers with Drake Street being a particular problem area. GMP reassured the Forum that 
efforts were being made to manage this issue.

Some residents raised concerns about speeding in the Ward. GMP agrred that a traffic operation 
could be considered in the new year.

The Forum was reminded that it was important to report incidents, primarily on the 101 number 
although concerns could also be raised at Councillor surgeries



It was agreed that the priorities for the Ward for the next three months should be – anti-social 
behaviour, prostitution and drug dealing.

71 MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 26th September 2016 were 
approved as a correct record.

The following updates were provided:

- Introduction of one-way traffic system on Exeter Street

Although this request had been reported it was unlikely that anything would change in the 
short term.

- Current situation regarding double yellow lines on Manchester Road (Old)

Situation ongoing

- Introduction of a car parking bay adjacent to the fire station (Maclure Road)

The Council does not support the introduction of individual car parking bay requests. 
However a further investigation would be undertaken to understand the current Traffic 
Regulation Order that operates within the area.

- Why have concrete blocks been placed in Broadfield Park.

The blocks have been placed there to deter theft of York Stone from the area.

- Repair of road surface on Great George Street

According to the information received the area was inspected on the 17th October with the 
work expected to be completed within 20 days.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

- Introduction of signage adjacent to Rochdale Railway Station / Metrolink stop welcoming 
people to Rochdale.

Reported – no progress.

- Process involved in initiating a paupers funeral.

The Forum was informed that no action had been taken with this as press reports had 
indicated that donations from the community had helped with funeral costs.

A resident asked what the current situation was regarding the Madina Cash and Carry cash 
machine.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this.

- The Chair asked if Rochdale Environmental Action Group could be contacted to see if they 
have tidied the green area on Cheltenham Street.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to do this.



72 OPEN FORUM
The first part of the Open Forum was dedicated to Highway issues as Steve Reay, Highway 
Services Manager attended the meeting for this item.

A general discussion took place regarding residents’ general dissatisfaction 
with a number of highway related issues, for example; congestion and lack of parking capacity.

Specific issues raised included:

- Poor road surface on Vine Place

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to visit the site and report accordingly.

- Street sign missing on Vine Place

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to report this.

- Could a one way system be introduced on Exeter Street

It is difficult to deal with individual requests for Highway alterations as any changes made 
could potentially have a knock on effect elsewhere. 

- Is the sharp bend on Milkstone Road / Tweedale Street going to be made less dangerous

The Forum was informed that there were no plans to reconfigure the above junction.

- A petition was submitted on behalf of residents on Devon Street who were requesting the 
introduction of residential parking bays.

It was acknowledged that there are a number of problems with regards to congestion and 
parking capacity within the Ward. It was also accepted that residents can suffer as a result of 
commuters parking in the Ward. As a consequence of this a ‘Beat’ survey was currently 
being undertaken in the Ward to determine the extent of this problem and attempt to quantify 
the number of commuters who travel and park in the Ward. Areas near to the train station 
were cited as particularly problematical.

It was suggested that the only way to resolve many of the Highway problems encountered 
within the Ward would be to introduce parking zones whereby residents would be entitled to 
two parking permits per household to park in a particular zone. This would not mean that 
residents were entitled to park outside their homes but within a zone. It was argued that if 
parking zones were introduced other factors could then be considered, for example the 
introduction of one-way systems. It was also explained that should parking zones be 
considered consultation with residents would be necessary. A £25 charge would also be 
payable by residents for parking permits.

In general the reaction of the Forum to this suggestion was positive.

In response to a question it was advised that a project of this nature could take 12 – 18 
months to introduce.

Other questions raised in relation to Highway issues included:

- What can be done about parking on pavements

The police can take enforcement action if parking is deemed as dangerous or causing an 
obstruction.



Non-related Highway questions raised during the Open Forum included:

- A resident commented that her fence on Vine Place was being constantly damaged and that 
it was becoming increasingly difficult for her to obtain insurance cover. She asked if the 
Council could assist in anyway.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to visit the site.

- Concerns were raised about the illegal dumping that is occurring on land on Durham Street.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to visit the site.

Councillor Zaman encouraged residents to visit Ward Councillor Surgeries to discuss / raise 
issues. Details of surgery dates and times are below:

First Saturday of each month
10.00am – 11.00am at Deeplish Community Centre, Hare Street, Rochdale

11.00am – 12.00 noon at Sudden Community Centre, Cheltenham Street, Rochdale
Third Saturday of each month

10.00am – 11.00am at Castlemere Community Centre, Tweedale Street, Rochdale

11.00am – 12.00 noon at Sparthbottom Community Centre, Norman Road, Rochdale

No appointments necessary, just drop in at any of the above centres during the surgery times

73 ROCHDALE COUNCIL BUDGET CHALLENGE
Tracey Bland, Finance Manager attended the meeting for this item.

It was explained to the Forum that the Council has faced significant financial challenges since 2011, 
the start of the austerity period and continues to do so. Forum members were provided with the 
following information:

 General information about the Council.
 The services the Council currently delivers.
 The financial challenges faced by the Council 
 How the Council has responded so far.
 What the Council is looking to do.
 An explanation of how residents have and can continue to contribute   to financial 

challenges going forward.

A general discussion took place about the effects financial and service reductions were having in 
the Ward and the fact that many households in the area where finding it difficult to make ends meet. 

74 RECYCLING IN THE WARD
Neil Maver, Waste and Recycling Programme Delivery Manager attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that there had been significant improvements in recycling rates in the 
borough and specifically the Milkstone and Deeplish Ward since the introduction of the new 
Recycling Strategy.

In 2014/2015 Rochdale was positioned 8th out of nine Greater Manchester Authorities in relation to 
recycling rates.



Over a 12 month period:

Kerbside recycling has increased by 21% between April and October 2016.
Bio-waste has increased by 32% between April and October 2016
Residual waste is down by 19% between April and October 2016
Disposal costs across the borough have reduced by approximately £1.83million

The Forum was also informed that a number of projects / initiatives had been introduced to engage 
with community groups and multi-faith groups. However it was acknowledged that more needs to be 
within the community to continue taking recycling in the right direction and plans were in place to 
undertake more community engagement, more engagement with women and a pre-Ramadan 
initiative 

75 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Deeplish Community Centre
Monday 20th March 2017
6.30pm – 8.30pm


