
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 8 December 2016

MINUTES

Present: S. Acton (Chair), J. Murphy, J. White, A. Evans, H. Connely, R. Connely, J. Kennedy (Vice 
Chair), G. Bowdon – Witts, V. Heather, M. Fraser, J. Moran, H. Wilson, N. Dixon, S. Dixon, D. 
Barnett, Rev H. Johnson

Officers: T. Buckley (Finance – Rochdale Borough Council), PCSO Smith, PCSO Collins and G. 
Finch (Township & Engagement Officer).

Councillors: Councillor Wazir and Councillor O’Neill

Apologies: Councillor Heakin, M. Whittle, M. Benyon and E. Ward.

100 WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
Gary Finch (Township and Engagement Officer) welcomed all to the meeting and asked that 
everyone abide by the Code of Conduct for the duration of the meeting.

101 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR
Sheila Acton was appointed Chair of the Area Forum until December 2017 and took the Chair at this 
point.

John Kennedy was appointed Vice-Chair of the Area Forum until December 2017.

102 CONFIRMATION OF HEALEY AREA FORUM SUB GROUP MEMBERSHIP
It was confirmed that the present Healey Area Forum Sub Group consisted of:

Sheila Acton – Chair Healey Area Forum
John Kennedy – Vice-Chair Healey Area Forum
Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Councillor Kieran Heakin
Councillor Shah Wazir
Jim Murphy
Neil Dixon
Andrew Evans

103 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PCSO’s Smith and Phillips attended the meeting for this item.

It was reported that for the last three month period there had been:

24 Domestic Burglary’s
2 Burglary others
12 Theft from motor vehicle

It was also reported that there was no particular pattern to how or where these offences had been 
committed.

Criminal damage within the Ward was also on the increase as were assaults and harassment. Many 
of the assaults and harassments were of a domestic violence nature.

The recent fatal car crash and murder in the Ward were ongoing investigations.



A resident asked if GMP Officers could issue Fixed Penalty Notices.

The Forum was informed that this could be done for certain offences.

Residents also raised concerns about speeding on Bentley Street and that a car had been parked 
for approximately five weeks in the parking bay near to Falinge Park.

It was agreed that the priorities for the Ward for the next three months would be:

- Burglary’s (Domestic)
- Criminal Damage
- Vehicle Crime

104 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO COMMENT ON 
ISSUES IN THE WARD
Residents raised the following issues:

- Concern was raised about the way in which a vendor (s) discarded food on the Common on 
Bonfire night.

Response: This issue had already been brought to the attention of the Township and 
Engagement Officer who had subsequently reported this incident.

- A number of residents raised concerns about traffic congestion within the Ward. Whitworth 
Road, Shawclough Road, Mizzy Road and Fieldhouse Road (especially during the recent 
road works) were identified a particularly problematical. It was also expressed that better 
planning of road works was needed.

Response: Traffic congestion, generally is difficult to resolve. The problem is a Boroughwide 
one and not specific to particular areas in the Ward or Borough.

It was also explained that the contractors who had undertaken the recent works on 
Fieldhouse Road had been fined for poor working practices.

- A resident asked why the plaque to the Gracie Fields statue had not been installed.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

- A resident commented that street lighting had been turned down near to number 1 
Shawclough Way.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

- A Ward Councillor asked the Forum what they thought about street cleansing within the 
Ward.

Response: In general, Forum members were pleased with the service.

- A resident asked why the paving work had stopped on Yorkshire Street.

Response: It had stopped because of the Christmas period.



- A resident raised the following issues:

           Land next to 1 Bentley Street remains littered and requires attention.

          The two ‘A’ Boards on the Common are still in place and should be 
           removed.

          Two signs on Mizzy Road are missing from their posts. Therefore the 
          signs need replacing or the posts need removing. 

          Damage has been caused to the Common (near to Cronkeyshaw Club)   
          by the gas contractors who have recently been working in the area. 

          Gullies on Joy Street are blocked.

The Township & Engagement Officer agreed to report the above.

105 ROCHDALE COUNCIL BUDGET CHALLENGE
Tim Buckley, Finance Manager attended the meeting for this item.

It was explained to the Forum that the Council has faced significant financial challenges since 2011, 
the start of the austerity period and continues to do so. Forum members were provided with the 
following information:

 General information about the Council.
 The services the Council currently delivers.
 The financial challenges faced by the Council 
 How the Council has responded so far.
 What the Council is looking to do.
 An explanation of how residents have and can continue to contribute   to financial 

challenges going forward.

A general discussion took place about the effects financial and service reductions were having in 
the Ward. Ward Councillors explained that it was becoming increasingly difficult to minimise the 
effects service reductions were having on front line services.

Residents suggested that the number of Councillors in the Borough should be reduced and that the 
Library at Number One Riverside should be closed on Saturday’s.

Forum members were encouraged to view the savings proposals on-line or in libraries and make 
comments.

106 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETING
The following updates were provided on issues that had been raised at previous Area Forum 
meeting:

1. Parking bays on the Common

The Forum was informed that no evidence had been found that suggested that the parking 
bays on the Common had been adopted or registered. 

2. Syke Road Survey

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that he  had not received any 
update or was aware of any progress in relation  to:



- The possible introduction of 20mph signage on Syke Road and Dewhirst Road with 
speed humps at the bottom and top of Syke Road.

- The possible introduction of double yellow lines at the junctions abutting Syke Road.

         However a site visit had been made to examine the pot holes on Syke 
         Road.

3. Council Policy on ‘A’ Boards

The Forum was informed that a report on the Council’s planned approach to ‘A’ Boards 
would be going to a Scrutiny Committee on the 8th February 2017.

4. Parking problems adjacent and opposite Syke Methodist Church

The Forum was informed that the application to have parking bays installed adjacent to the 
Church had been approved at Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee on the 
15th November 2016. It is now understood that consultation will take place with Transport for 
Greater Manchester.

5. Unauthorised Traveller Encampments – Joint Protocol

The Forum was informed that work is ongoing between the Council and GMP regarding this 
issue.

6. Traveller Encampment Hot Spots

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that a barrister had agreed to 
work with the Council to develop a ‘hot spot’ injunction across the Borough. Cronkeyshaw 
Common has been identified as a hot spot.

7. Syke Pond Steering Group

It was reported to the Forum that:

- Health and Safety had visited the pond and had agreed that significant remedial work 
was necessary to the paving around the pond and agreed that financial support be 
sought to undertake the work.

- A report seeking financial support for this project had not been presented to the Asset 
Management Group and Rochdale Township Committee 

- A response had been received in relation to investigating if the footpaths on Syke 
Common are designated rights of way.

The response was read out and is as follows:

The process for investigating the history and legal status of an alleged public right of way 
can be long and complicated and with few resources is to be avoided if possible. 
Fortunately in this case I think it may be avoidable. 

If Syke Common is registered as common land it would be illegal for anyone to obstruct 
anyone exercising their right of access for air and exercise over the Common. It would 
also be illegal for anyone to carry out restricted works, eg fencing without consent from 
the Planning Inspectorate. On the other hand, I think resurfacing / repairs to existing 



paths over the Common would be unrestricted – the law is in The Common Act 2006 and 
there is guidance on works on Gov.uk website. If the land is on the Commons register it 
should not be necessary to register the paths on the definitive map.

If for some reason, this isn’t enough, is the land owned by the Council. If so, the Council 
can dedicate routes to the public. Normally we would have a dedication agreement 
between the Highway Authority and the landowner and since both parties would be the 
Council we obviously cannot do that. However it should be possible for Legal to come up 
with wording for a formal declaration of dedication to the public, after which the list of 
new routes could be added to the definitive map without any further paperwork.

8. Shawclough Road Traffic Survey

The Township and Engagement Officer circulated the report. Because Forum members had 
not had the opportunity to read the report it was agreed to include this as an item on the next 
agenda. Forum members were also encouraged to contact the Township and Engagement 
Officer if they had any questions concerning the content of the report.

9. Condition of paths due to weeds

It was explained to the Forum that the programme for treating weeds had fallen behind, 
consequently some footpaths were suffering from excess weeds.

10. Illegal tipping opposite 380 Whitworth Road

Environmental Management had visited the site and concluded that it would be too 
dangerous to ask officers to remove the tipped items.

11. Estate agent / Fly posting promotional material

It was reported that Environmental Management have responded by stating they are not 
aware of any fixed penalty notices which have been issued for estate agent / fly posting 
promotional material. The difficulty in carrying out this type of enforcement is that officers 
either need to be on location when the offence is committed or those responsible for the 
offence have to be traced. 

12. My Account Council website – attachment of photographs

Digital Services advised that the service had not requested a facility whereby photographs 
could be attached.

107 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HELD ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2016
Apologies had been received from Councillor Heakin, Margaret Whittle, Mick Benyon and Erica 
Ward.

The minutes of the Healey Area Forum held on Thursday 8th September 2016 were approved as a 
correct record.

108 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
There were no matters arising.



109 MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS - INCLUDING PROJECTS/INITIATIVES SUBMITTED FOR 
POTENTIAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT
The Forum was informed that the following monies were available to the Ward:

Members Funds:

Councillor Wazir - £2000
Councillor O’Neill - £398.87
Councillor Heakin - £624.82

Ward Funds - £ 7250

Environmental Issues - £3003

Since the last meeting a number of suggestions had been received as potential projects / initiatives 
that could be supported from Ward Funds. These included:

1. A donation towards the refurbishment of the Chapel. The kitchen was specifically identified.

2. Relaying the paths around the pond.

3. The planting of more trees on the Common. An avenue of trees along ‘the road with no 
name’ was suggested.

4. The placement of a stone on land opposite the Healey public house. It was suggested that 
the sign could read – ‘Welcome to Shawclough – gateway to Healey Dell.

5. A number of ‘target hardening’ initiatives around the Common.

During a general discussion regarding the above it was suggested that a sign (similar to the ‘in 
bloom’ signs) could be placed on the land opposite the Healey public house as an alternative 
suggestion to the stone.

It was agreed that the Township and Engagement Officer collate estimates in relation to points 
3, 4 and 5 above, the cost of a sign and arrange a meeting of the Area Forum Sub Group in 
January to progress these suggestions.

The Forum was advised that financial support for the repair work that is required to the paths 
around the pond is being sought from alternative funding streams.

Councillor Wazir agreed to support a fencing project on Bernard Street raised by Councillor 
O’Neill from his Member’s Funds (£500)

110 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
The Forum was informed of the following issues:

- A new platform at Rochdale Station had been created.

- The Draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework Consultation Paper had been published 
and residents were encouraged to read the document and comment. 

- The Playing Fields Strategy had recently been discussed at Rochdale Township Committee 
with St Wilfred’s School Playing Fields potentially available for alternative use. Councillor 
O’Neill commented he would oppose the selling of this piece of land.



- Two additional bus services were planned to help commuters travelling to and from 
Rochdale Infirmary.

- The market would be situated on the area opposite the Regal Moon and a small indoor 
market is proposed to operate from the old Santander premises in the Town Centre.

- Age UK, Rochdale will close on the 23rd December 2016.

111 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The following issues were raised:

- A ‘light a light’ carols service was to be held near the pond on Wednesday 21st December 
2016 at 6.15.

It was also suggested that future topics for the Forum could include – devolved budgets and day 
surgery at the Infirmary.

112 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
Syke Community Base, Syke Methodist Church
16 March 2017, commencing 6.30pm


