
NORDEN AREA FORUM
Wednesday 14 December 2016

Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane,
Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), P. Ellison, I. Sturrock, Z. Hotchkiss, J & S Kershaw, C.McHugh, 
S. Cresswell, C. Brandford, J. Watson, D. Brett, J. Atkinson, J. Lingard, M&L Whiteley, P. Massey, 
S. Eddison, M. Coats, M. Newnham and J. Oliver

Officers: R. Hudson (RBC - Township) and Sgt Rhys Ibbotson (GMP)

Councillors: Councillor Winkler

Apologies: Councillor Holly, Councillor Gartside, D. Lodwig (Community Safety), R. Jones, 
A. Rawsterne, J. Newcolme, S. Croke, B. Paulinski, N. Fowler, S & S. Davison and A. Whatmough

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2016 were approved as a correct record.

Township in Bloom
A gold award was regained in the ‘Small City’ category.  The Chair appreciates the help of Mark 
Foxley from Town Centre Management and also Councillor Richard Farnell.  Norden Jubilee Park 
was judged as ‘outstanding’.

Former Turner Bros Site
Mick Coats attended and provided an update for residents.  Mick explained that developments on 
the TBA site affect not only his own ward (Spotland) but neighbouring wards as well, as the legacy 
of health problems arising from the site has affected great numbers of people.  There are 
widespread concerns about the latest site investigations and the lack of clear information associated 
with them; neither the Council, owners nor specialist contractors have been able to explain clearly 
the methods being used in the latest surveys and what scientific principles underlie them.  Local 
people are frustrated at the lack of information.  The TBA Working Party has not met for a 
considerable time, depriving residents of a crucial opportunity to get answers to key question from 
Council Officers and experts.

There are ongoing concerns that, following the last fire on the site, some 2 years ago, residents 
have been unable to obtain information of what was released into the atmosphere during the 
incident, despite the fact that GM Fire and Rescue were conducting air monitoring during the 
incident.

There is serious concern that the site owners and their advisors will not provide full details of the 
survey results and what their proposals are for remediation.

Mick explained that, in his view, there should be complete transparency from all associated with the 



site and that public health and safety should be a paramount consideration.

Black Pits Chimney
The Chair explained that, following requests from villagers, the Township Office had checked with 
the Planning Department prior to each forum for the last 12 months as to whether there were any 
proposals for work on the Chimney.  On each occasion including prior to the forum in September 
2016, the answer was that no proposals had been received or approved.  He was therefore 
surprised when he and other residents received a letter from Redrow Plc on 19 November 2016 
explaining that work, which had been approved by the Council, would commence on 21 November 
2016.

A number of residents (including Mr Richard Jones) had expressed concerns that, where during 
previous works, the footpath at the foot of the Chimney had been the subject of a formal closure 
notice and diversion, in this case it was not and Redrow had been allowed to close the path without 
providing an alternative.

The Chair thanked Councillor Winkler for his help and support in gaining a clear indication of the 
scope of the works as well as an alternative route, by liaising directly with contractors on site.

Moss Row
Moss Row Community Allotment Society have decided not to develop the land but have advised the 
Council’s Environmental Management Department to inform them of any changes in the future.

Rainshore Mill/Overtown Lane, Norden
Residents are still concerned about the heavy traffic.  Waste was dumped in Doctor Dam and local 
residents assisted by Councillor Gartside contacted the Environment Agency about this serious 
matter.  As a result, contractors on the Rainshore Mill site were served with a warning.  Pollution 
has now ceased.

Footpaths
Update from John Oliver was that works are still ongoing and the involvement of the Council’s 
Environmental Management Department this year has been great.  The responses from Ian Trickett 
and his team at Environmental Management, to matters raised at the Rights Of Way Forum, have 
been welcomed by all user groups.

The Chair thanked Ian and the Environmental Management Team for their diligent attention to 
matters and John for his consistent championing of the cause of all footpath users.

Ashworth Road
The Ashworth Road area has received a lot of attention from groups/residents/Police/Council 
Officers and local Councillors recently.  A combined effort has resulted in a major clear-up of the 
area with new signage, private CCTV installation, additional fencing and bins on order and also 
extra patrols by the Police.  Fly-tipping incidents will hopefully reduce in future with the threat of 
prosecution imminent.  Efforts continue.  The Chair thanked all parties who have assisted this 
initiative.

Wind Farm Update
A report will be presented in February 2017 and a decision made thereafter.

Norden Old Library
The forum was advised that a spokesperson for the committee will be invited to attend in March 
2017.  If any resident has concerns relating to the library to email them to 
nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com.

Ashbourne Street
Signage has been affixed to the side of a building urging motorists to park more considerately.  



Issues remain. The Chair discussed whether Township could write to the watch officers at Rochdale 
Fire Station and Ambulance Stations to comment on the situation.  Discussed the recent situation 
concerning an ambulance having to reverse back out on to Edenfield Road.  Ward Councillors to 
raise the matter at Township.

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
Sgt R Ibbotson informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden: 

Burglary: 19 (down by 39% on year)
Burglary dwelling: 5
Theft from motor vehicle: 12
Theft of motor vehicle: 6 (down 19%)

PACT
Speeding Operations – Police looking at carrying out traffic operations in January/February.
Youths Causing Annoyance –A recent occurrence of youths on Furbarn Lane on unauthorised 
scooters going into conifers and talking drugs.  GMP will prioritise this matter.
Operation Dragster –2 arrests were made.  Next op will be in February/March 2017.  Owners of 
windfarm still to be pursued for funding for future operations.
Pub Watch Scheme – No main issues.  Police in regular contact with licensees. 5/21 pubs turned 
up.
Drugs – No issues.  If any residents have any issues please make Police aware of these.
Licensing – No main issues.  Police are in regular contact with licensees.

Any issues, matters to be reported to the Police by ringing 101 as always in these instances.

The forum expressed their gratitude to the Police team.

4. ROCHDALE COUNCIL BUDGET CHALLENGE
Finance presentation by Stuart Smith (Finance Manager) Rochdale Council.  Further information can be 
accessed via the Council’s website http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/budgets-
and-spending/savings-plans/Pages/default.aspx

Public consultation closed on group 1 savings, group 2 public consultation closes 5pm on 9 January 
2017.

5. OPEN FORUM
Edenfield Road/Forsyth Street Junction Bollards
The forum was informed of the cost to install two bollards at the junction of Edenfield Road/Forsyth 
Street to prevent vehicles mounting the pavement.  Agreed to support this scheme from Norden 
Ward Funds.

Seven Acres Lane/Knowl View Drive
A report of flags cracked and needing attention.

Woodhouse Lane
A resident requested white lines to be repainted in the area to the rear of the war memorial.

Yummies Shop
A resident requested double lines to be repainted outside of the shop premises.

Furbarn Lane
A resident reported that the vegetation to the side of the footpath at the side of the substation 
(Elmsfield Avenue side) needs to be cutback.

http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/budgets-and-spending/savings-plans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/budgets-and-spending/savings-plans/Pages/default.aspx


Foodbank Collection
Thanks for all who have donated and supported this cause.

Norden Christmas Lights
The Chair expressed thanks to NEVA for the Norden Village Christmas Lights.

School Lane
A resident advised the surface on School Lane is very poor and there is the possibility of an 
accident.  Works are needed to scrape it back and resurface.

Edenfield Road volume and speed of traffic
The Chair advised a resident had wrote to Highways with their concerns.

Greater Manchester Spatial Strategy Consultation
Residents urged to submit their views before the closing date of Monday 16 January 2017.  More 
information is available at http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-planning-
policy/the-local-plan/Pages/gm-spatial-framework.aspx

6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 15 March 2017 at 7.00pm
Venue - TBA

http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-planning-policy/the-local-plan/Pages/gm-spatial-framework.aspx
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-planning-policy/the-local-plan/Pages/gm-spatial-framework.aspx

