
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 29th MARCH 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

This report covers the meetings of the Committee on 15th December 2016 and 21st 
February 2017, that have taken place since the last meeting of the Council.

15th December 2016

Safeguarding Annual Reports
We were pleased to welcome Mrs. Jane Booth to this meeting who is the 
independent chair of both the Borough’s Children’s and Adults Safeguarding 
Boards for 2015/16.

The reports demonstrated how the Safeguarding Boards were a partnership of 
numerous organisations, including NHS Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale, 
Pennine Acute Hospitals Trust, Pennine Care Foundation Trust, Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing, Greater Manchester Police, Age UK, Rochdale and District 
Mind has moved forward its agenda of work, to ensure that concerns identified 
about abuse of vulnerable adults and children are responded to effectively and 
efficiently. The annual report also sets out the priorities for the coming year, in the 
action plan for 2016/2017.

Sunrise Team – Annual Report
The Committee scrutinised the Sunrise Team’s Annual Report which advised us of 
their work during 2015/16. The Sunrise Team was a multi-disciplinary team 
designed to tackle child sexual exploitation. Full details of the team composition 
and its function were detailed in the Sunrise Annual Report 2015/16. Contained 
within the submitted Annual Sunrise Team Report was the progress updates 
against the 2015/16 challenges and developments which included: Revision and 
securing ongoing funding/commissioning across the partnership; Revision of 
Operation Noric to ensure continued targeting of offenders and support for victims; 
the development and implementation of Project Phoenix; they continue to 
contribute to the national work regarding support for victims and prosecution of 
offenders; the development of educational resource for Year 7 pupils in the UK for 
social media; to develop outreach support for young people and staff; to develop a 
pro-active response to the placement of Children within the Borough from other 
Local Authorities who are considered high risk in relation to Child Sexual 
Exploitation. 

Key Stage 4 Outcomes 2016
We scrutinised a report which briefed us on the outcomes for pupils at the end of 
Key Stage 4 in 2015/16. The Committee was informed that new accountability 
measures had been introduced for Key Stage 4. The prior key indicator of 5A*-C 
including English and Mathematics had been replaced by Attainment 8,  the 



average points scored in a pupils’ best eight GCSEs and Progress Eight which 
measured the progress pupils made between the end of key stage 2 (age 11)  to 
the end key stage 4 (age 16).

Proposed changes to Primary and Secondary Admission Arrangements 2018/19
The Committee scrutinised a report which outlined proposed changes to the school 
admission arrangements for primary and secondary schools, and in-year 
admissions for 2018/19; the co-ordination of primary and secondary school 
admissions and to seek approval from the Cabinet for the schemes.

21st February 2017

Homelessness Presentation
 The Committee received a presentation on the refresh of the Homelessness 
Strategy which has been recently undertaken. We were advised that statutory 
legislation required the Council to have a Homelessness Strategy.  The last review 
of the strategy was undertaken in 2012/13 and a working group had recently 
undertaken a consultation including a review of Case studies. The main aim of the 
strategy is prevention to be hopefully achieved through strong partnership working 
with the aim of developing a case management model with a multi-agency 
response.

Directorate Plan Updates
The Committee scrutinised a report outlining the respective Directorate position at 
the end of Quarter 3 (31st December 2016) and of the activities contained in the 
Adult Care Services Directorate Plan 2016/17, the Children’s Services Directorate 
Plan 2016/17 and the Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2016/17. A specific point to 
note is that the Director of Public Health held a training session that was available 
for all Members of the Council around suicide prevention. I was pleased to see so 
many Members who attended this important training session.

Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group
The Committee considered the final report of the Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group 
after all the good work that was undertaken. This report will now be taken forward 
to the Cabinet and the health and Wellbeing Board.

Work Programme
The Committee’s workload continues to be challenging and a number of issues on 
our Work Programme are awaiting resolution including: young people’s mental 
health; provision of sexual health services; childhood obesity; diabetes (information 
and prevention); homelessness; bereavement services; and; Coroners Service (to 
be taken up when the new Coroner takes up post in May 2017). 

GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool
Members of the Council will be aware that I have been nominated to be the lead 
Member on the GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool in 2016/17 and the developments 
regarding Greater Manchester are of course becoming more pressing as we draw 
nearer to the Greater Manchester Mayoral Elections in May 2017. The 
GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool itself has met on three occasions since my last report 
to Council. The majority of business at both meetings related to possible 
implications and impact of Brexit and transition arrangements for the GMCA in light 
of the mayoral elections which are now just a few weeks away.



The scale and scope of Greater Manchester devolution is far in excess of other 
areas.  Regeneration and economic development are key drivers in most if not all 
areas, with additional transport powers also a key issue.  With regard to Mayoral 
powers over police and fire functions, the benefits of coterminous boundaries have 
been to the advantage of the GMCA; these factors may not be the case elsewhere.

In terms confirmed future arrangements the Scrutiny Committee’s chair cannot be 
of the same political party as the Mayor, or in cases where the Mayor is an 
Independent, of the same political party as the majority group on the Combined 
Authority.  An independent chair can be appointed, subject to that role being 
advertised and the successful applicant being appointed by the Combined 
Authority. The quorum of the Combined Authority’s Scrutiny Committee has been 
set at two-thirds by government regulations.
  

Councillor Sara Rowbotham - Chair, Health, Schools and Care Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


