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Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy

Executive Summary

1.

1.1

1.2

The purpose of this report is seek approval of the Boroughwide Car Parking 
Strategy.

As the local highways authority, Rochdale Borough Council is responsible for 
all aspects of on-street parking on the public highway.

The parking strategy sets the framework for other aspects of the Councils 
parking functions and contributes delivery other Council strategies.

Recommendation

2. That the Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy be approved.

Reason for Recommendation

3.

3.1

3.2

The Council requires a strategy to set out the approach to provision of parking 
across the Borough.

The Boroughwide Car Parking Strategy aims to set out a consistent framework 
for decisions on future parking operation and investment, which will help 
support the aspirations for a healthy economy and sustainable environment.

The Strategy sets out interim and long term solutions for Rochdale Town 
Centre during the proposed Riverside Development and a mechanism for 
engaging with other providers of car parking to align charging following the 
new development.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

The report includes 24 key strategic outcomes that the Council will seek to 
achieve across the themes of quantity, location, tariffs, quality, information and 
parking for blue badge holders. 

The strategy gives an overview of car parking in each of the Townships and 
how the strategy will be implemented.



4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

As the Rochdale Riverside development begins there will be a large amount of 
parking which was initially intended as “temporary” that will be lost for 
development work to take place.

Following Planning approval the Council needs  a strategy document that it 
can commit funds to enabling parking provision to be maintained during and 
after construction of major developments across the Borough and in particular 
in Rochdale Town Centre. The Strategy sets out actions to mitigate the 
temporary loss of parking in Rochdale Town Centre. It is anticipated that there 
will be disruption during the works as not all the car parking can be replaced.

There will be a loss of approximately 350 council car parking spaces in 
Rochdale Town Centre. Those that remain will be at a premium. It is intended 
to further increase the Tariffs of all remaining On Street and Off Street Council 
car parks around the Town Centre from December 2017.  The tariff increases 
are set out in the strategy:-

Surveys have been undertaken of all the Council car parks across the 
Borough during November/December 2016 and show that demand is high in 
some car parks and low in others, overall there are currently enough car 
spaces to match demand in Council on-street and off-street car parks.

Alternatives Considered

Do nothing and allow shoppers and visitors to the Borough to find their own 
parking provision that suits their needs, this includes using the existing private 
parking provision across the Borough and in Rochdale Town Centre.

Costs and Budget Summary

5.

5.1

5.2

Tariffs have been agreed by member as part of discretionary fees and charges 
for 2016/17.

Changes to accommodate new £1 coin will need to be undertaken before 15th 
October 2017, the costs associated with reconfiguring 40 pay and display 
machines are already accounted for in the 16/17 budget. The cost of this and 
subsequently amending the parking charges can be substantially reduced 
from £15,000 to £9,500 by ordering the work together 

As many organisations are preparing for the new £1 coin there is a waiting list 
of approximately 2 months to have machines reconfigured. This means that 
the Pay & Display machines will not be able to accept the new £1 coin when 
they enter circulation on 28th March 2017 however, the current £1 coin will still 
be accepted and it is expected to remain in circulation for some time. The 
Council is obliged to have altered the machines to accept the new £1 coin by 
15th October 2017. The current implementation date is August 2017.



Risk and Policy Implications

There are no specific risk assessment implications arising from this report.

Rochdale Council has four corporate priorities and this strategy will 
contribute towards Place and Prosperity.

This strategy meets the statutory duty placed upon the Council to provide a 
safe and reliable highway network.

6.

6.1

6.2

Consultation

7. Consultation has been undertaken with the Leader of the Council and 
Portfolio holder for Housing and Environment.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. Not applicable

For Further Information Contact: Chris Woods, 01706 924615, 
chris.woods@rochdale.gov.uk


