
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM 
 

Thursday 27 November 2014 
Spotland Methodist Church, Rooley Moor Road, 

Rochdale OL12 7ES 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: C. Faulkner (Chair), M. Dawai, G. & J. Ogden, P. Knowles, J. Clough, A. Parkinson, N. 
Morrell, J. England, J. Kay, B. Brierley, J. & J. Fleming, M. Coats, B. True, J. Addy, S. Davison, I. 
Pope, P. Moss, J. Moss, A. Foster, B. Patterson, B. Penty, D. Phillips, W. Cooks, J. Clough, J. 
Ashworth, B. Holden 
 
Officers: V. White (Township Management), A. Glover (Public Protection), PCSO Haile (GMP)  
 
Councillors: S. & F. Ahmed 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.  Members were asked to observe the code of conduct for 
the duration.  Apologies were received from Councillors C. & S. Biant, W. Hobhouse, P. Massey, E. 
Chadwick, C. Dodgson, J. Riley, I. Andrews and Councillor Ahmed (late). 
 
2. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING 
Anti-Social Behaviour 
Police have been patrolling during the evenings, a number of names of local youths have been 
taken.  Police will take enforcement action consisting of warning interviews and possible Anti-Social 
Behaviour Orders with anyone who is stopped on more than one occasion.  There have been 
increased incidents around Phoenix Street, and cars on Churchill Street have been scratched.  
Residents were urged to report all incidents to Police on the 101 number. 
 
Burglary 
There have been two burglaries at the top of Rooley Moor Road; one resulted in an opportunity for 
forensic evidence. 
 
Taking From Motor Vehicle 
There have been 15 crimes, half of which were due either to insecure vehicles or owners leaving 
property on show.  Residents were again encouraged to ensure their vehicles are kept secure and 
that items are locked away or not left in the vehicle. 
 
Operation Dragster 
Activity has taken place on Rooley Moor, over to Owd Betts, and including the Brotherod Estate. 
The operations are part funded by United Utilities in collaboration with Peel Holdings.  Two bikes 
have been seized and eight riders warned under Section 59 of the Road Traffic Act.  Anyone 
warned under S.59 can have their vehicle seized if stopped again whether on or off road. 
 
Drug Dealing 
A resident reported vehicles regularly attending the road behind Edenfield Road to Dellar Fold and 
the driver appears to pick up and drop off on a regular basis.  Residents are frightened to leave their 
homes.  This activity happens between 5:30pm and 10:30pm most evenings.  The Police will take 
this up as a priority.  A resident had also reported that a group of youths regularly gather on Clarkes 
Lane smoking weed.  Residents were advised to report sightings either on the Police 101 number or 
anonymously to Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. 



 
PACT Priorities 
It was agreed that priorities will remain as previously, with the addition of drug dealing on rear 
Edenfield Road/Dellar Fold.  Priorities for the next period are: 

• Anti-Social Behaviour around Spotland Church, Meanwood, Churchill Street, Booze Zone, 
Phoenix Street 

• Drug Dealing rear Edenfield Road/Dellar Fold 
 
3. SCOUT MOOR WIND FARM PROPOSAL - PEEL ENERGY 
Jon England from Peel Energy gave a presentation on the proposals to extend the Scout Moor Wind 
Farm.  The presentation included the following information: 

• The proposal is a 50/50 joint venture between Peel and United Utilities 
• The planning application bears no relationship to the Coronation Power application 
• Planned turbines will number 16 in total, height up to 115m 
• The plans would include wide-scale moorland restoration 
• A Community Benefits Fund of over £200k would be part of the scheme 
• Access would be via Marshall’s Quarry – no new access will be required 
• The decision will be made locally by Rochdale and Rossendale Councils 
• A full-time Ranger will be employed to monitor activity on the moor 
• The planning application will be submitted in January with a decision expected in Summer 
• There will also be a common land application 
• There are still lots of opportunities for consultation/comments 
 
Residents had many concerns, including the effect on birds and wildlife.  Anyone wishing to ask 
further questions or requiring further information was encouraged to visit the website at 
www.scoutmoorwindfarm.co.uk. 
 
4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved, the following matters arose: 
 
Bus Shelter 
Despite previously agreeing to replace the shelter on Edenfield Road, this has still not happened. 
Action (1) Contact TfGM re replacement shelter (Val White) 
 
Former TBA Site 
Mick Coats stated that the working party has not met since March 2014, he has himself arranged a 
meeting for early December and anyone is welcome to attend. Mick also gave details of Freedom of 
Information requests submitted to the Council, some of which are reportedly exempt from the Act 
and Mick intends to appeal.  Jason Addy assured the forum that despite moving away from the 
area, he continues to campaign at local, national and international level.  Jason also appealed for 
people to work together to find a solution rather than act personally or politically. 
 
It was confirmed that Rochdale Township Committee are very clear that the TBA Working Party is 
not a Council meeting, and the forum was informed that the working party is an informal ad hoc 
meeting and that the quantity of meetings should not be confused with the quality of the input.  Mr 
Coats was advised to contact Simon Danczuk MP as anyone with concerns was invited to do at the 
last meeting of the forum. 
 
S.106 Monies 
In response to queries on how funds are allocated, it was confirmed that Planners pull together 
schemes that would meet criteria from developments within a ward.  They then meet with Ward 
Councillors who, as representatives of the public, decide which schemes/projects they would like to 
go forward to Rochdale Township Committee for approval.  The forum was also informed that the 
general guide with regard to where money can be spent is within a 20 minute walking distance from 
the development that the funds came from. 
 



Right Price 
The premises have now been sold and it is rumoured that work is to begin on the property shortly. 
 
Lenny Barn 
The Chair explained that a company is currently paying £25 per week for use of part of the land, and 
that Council Officers have indicated that this could be used to fund benches when the project is 
complete.  However, the Chair stated that benches should be part of the original scheme, and he 
suggested that the £25 weekly income could instead be used for a boulder/plaque explaining the 
history of Lenny Barn.  The forum felt that was a good idea. 
 
Church Inn 
The building has now been demolished and a new development is due to begin.  There was a 
concern around Council policy around wildlife/planning decisions as a House Martin that regularly 
appeared on the building is no longer around.  It was explained that the Council does not have to 
give consideration to wildlife unless there is a statutory requirement. 
 
5. OPEN FORUM 
Churchill Street Street Sign 
The sign on the property at the Willbutts Lane end cannot be read.  Residents asked for a new pole 
mounted street sign. 
Action (2) Request new street sign on Churchill Street (Val White) 
 
Meanwood Playing Fields 
There are plans to fence off the fields to protect them from anti-social behaviour, including dog 
fouling.  There were concerns that the lack of enforcement activity had led to this inevitable 
decision.  A suggestion was made that it may be possible to obtain some of the existing fencing to 
be restored and used in areas around the Ward. 
Action (3) Make enquiries re the Meanwood fencing (Val White) 
 
Churchill Street/Woodstock Street Parking Restrictions 
Mr Philip Massey was unable to attend the meeting, but had submitted a comment in advance.  Mr 
Massey asked for it to be minuted that he and other residents are unhappy with parking restrictions, 
and that he feels it is unreasonable that residents are unable to park when the school is closed.  
The process of Traffic Regulation Orders was explained to the meeting, and the forum was informed 
that any change to the existing restrictions would require funding of approximately £4,000 and a 
new Traffic Regulation Order. 
 
Friends of Denehurst Park 
This group is now fully set up and any resident wishing to join is welcome to attend the next 
meeting.  Discussions are ongoing around a skate park, wildflower meadow and wetland meadows.  
The logo for the group was designed by a local pupil as part of a schools competition. 
 
6. WARD FUND UPDATE 
It was suggested that ward funds could possibly be used to replace previously removed trees 
around Meanwood School.  Enquiries will be made and, if feasible, this will be discussed by the 
ward fund sub-group in the new year. 
 
7. DATE &  TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Thursday 26 February 2015 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Spotland Methodist Church 
 


