
NORDEN AREA FORUM 
 
 

Wednesday 25 March 2015 
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane, 

Norden, Rochdale 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: N.Greenwood, C.Southward, Mr & Mrs J. Kershaw, Mr & Mrs Brandford, L.Owens, 
I.Sturrock, M.Hope, J.Johnson, I.Johnson, J.Sutcliffe, A.Sutcliffe, D.Cawthron, D.Brett, J.Oliver, 
C.McHugh, M.Steward, C.Alty, S.Davison, V.Chapmont, N.Haile, M.Newnham and A.Rawsterne 
 
Officers: V. White and K. Moore (Township Management), PCSO Haile (GMP) 
 
Councillors: James Gartside, Holly and Winkler 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting.  He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
Val White advised that it was her last area forum and introduced Katie Moore who would be 
servicing future meetings.  The forum thanked Val for all her work and support provided. 
 
Apologies were received from N.Fowler, P.Fletcher, Rev. J.Wat, M. Ball and D. Lodwig (Community 
Services). 
 
2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
Black Pits Chimney 
There has been no movement on this issue.  Nigel Morrell agreed to try and progress this over the 
next few weeks. 
 
Norden Bus Terminus 
Following on from the last meeting, although a request has already been made to Parking Services 
regarding enforcement, residents stated that there is still a problem with the parking. 
 
Burst Water Main 
It was confirmed that the burst water main at Kendal Avenue and Pits House Lane has been fixed. 
 
Litter 
It was agreed for the action for a community litter pick to be carried forward. 
 
Edenfield Road Speeding Vehicles 
Following a request for the installation of ‘No Overtaking’ it has been advised by Highways that the 
section of Edenfield Road identified is a designated mobile speed enforcement location and 
enforcement does take place regularly.  Regulation and guidance only allow the use of ‘No 
Overtaking’ restrictions in exceptional circumstances and this section of Edenfield Road does not 
meet the criteria. 
 
With regards to the installation of a ‘Bridleway’ sign in the vicinity around 835 Edenfield Road; this 
cannot be erected as there are no Bridleways near this address.  The sign requested for near 



Nutters Restaurant was a restricted byway and has been passed to the Rights of Way maintenance 
team in December 2014 following a request from the Bridleways Association. 
 
Tenterhill Road Litter Bin 
Following a call to advise that the bin funded for Edenfield Road had been placed in the wrong 
location, it was advised that the reasoning for this was because the collection vehicle would not 
have been able to stop at the location that had been identified.  This site would have been on a blind 
bend and there is no footpath for the vehicle to bump up on to restrict the hazard when empting the 
bin.  An alternative is for the bin to be moved near to where the railings end, further up the hill 
nearer the junction of Norden Way.  This new location was agreed. 
Action 1: Request relocation of litter bin at Tenterhill Road (Katie Moore) 
 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE (INCLUDING UPDATE FROM PACT MEETINGS) 
Current priorities for the ward are fly-tipping and drugs (Greenbooth Road), youths causing 
annoyance and burglary. 
 
Operation Dragster 
PCSO Haille advised that an operation is planned in the near future to tackle off-road biking.  Details 
could not be provided as it would not be as effective if people were aware of when it would be. 
 
Burglary 
Burglary continues to be a problem across the borough, with 60% relating to vehicle crime. 
 Residents were reminded to keep vehicles safe and not leave valuables on show in cars.  In 
addition, with the lighter nights approaching residents were encouraged to keep houses secure by 
locking windows/doors, drawing curtains and keeping a light on. 
 
Details were recorded by PCSO Haille following problems reported at Woodhouse Lane and 
Greenbooth Road. 
 
A resident reported an increase in vehicles using the cut through around the Broadley Fold Area 
mainly between 8am-9am and 4pm-5pm.  PCSO Haile noted the information. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
Broadley Fold & Prickshaw Conservation Area 
The deadline date for objections to Coronation Power’s wind farm has now passed.  The forum had 
a discussion around the application and possible issues that could arise if planning permission was 
granted.  It was asked whether a Ward Councillor could champion the forum’s views and whether 
the Localism Act 2011 had been adopted by the Council.  It was agreed that advice would be sought 
on whether Councillors are able to speak on matters which are primarily based in another ward. 
Action 2: Seek guidance from Planning on procedures for addressing the Planning Sub 
Committee (Katie Moore) 
 
Cut Lane 
On 5 November 2014, the Rochdale Township Committee was presented with a report to seek their 
approval for the release of a number of surplus plots of land in Rochdale for disposal.  One of the 
sites included in the list was “Agenda Item a) Land at Cut Lane/Caldershaw Road, Rochdale”.  At a 
meeting of the Rochdale Township Committee in March 2015, the Friends of Heritage Green 
presented their objection and a petition.  The decision was that consideration of the report be 
deferred to a future meeting pending the outcome of a site visit by the Chair and Vice Chair of 
Rochdale Township Committee, Norden Ward Councillors, appropriate officers of the Council and 
representatives of the Friends of Heritage Green.  To date, the Friends Group have been busy with 
a number of initiatives including launching a newsletter and submitting a village green application. 
 
 



Ashbourne Street to Furbarn Lane 
A resident requested an update following proposals to reinstate the footpath.  This matter has been 
an ongoing issue and has been raised by Ward Councillors and residents.  Questions were asked 
around the official status of the path. 
Action 3: Request update on the reinstatement of the footpath at Ashbourne Street to 
Furbarn Lane (Katie Moore) 
Action 4: Find out the official status of the path (Katie Moore) 
 
School Track 
It was advised that the track at the rear of the school had been repaired, however, has deteriorated 
and needs further work. 
Action 5: Arrange inspection of the track with the view of doing repair work (Katie Moore) 
 
Furbarn Lane to Redfern Cottages 
Discussions were had around the new housing site and whether a fence will be erected to stop the 
houses being overlooked.  There was concern that this could create a dark tunnel. 
Action 6: Check planning application for possible fencing (Katie Moore) 
 
Norden In-Time Taxis - Abandoned car 
It was advised that the local taxi firm ‘In-Time’ has changed ownership.  Nigel advised of an 
abandoned car next to the taxi site which is unsightly.  It has been advised that Enforcement were 
unable to move it however this will be raised again. 
Action 7: Refer to Environmental Management Enforcement Officers (Katie Moore) 
 
Litter bins 
A request was made for the bins to be reinstated on the new lighting columns at Church View and 
Noel Hill (Edenfield Road).  Val explained that she has requested this in other locations across the 
Township but has not had much luck, however, the request will be submitted. 
Action 8: Request the reinstatement of litter bins on lampposts (Katie Moore) 
 
Horse Manure 
A brief discussion took place and it was claimed that riders are still not taking enough responsibility 
for their animals.  It was made clear that whilst allowing a dog to foul is an offence, allowing a horse 
to do so is not. 
 
Village Plan 
Martin advised that he had been putting together a neighbourhood plan and encouraged anyone 
wanting to get involved to contact him directly or Katie at the Township Office.  Ideally, it is hoped 
the plan will be formalised with the creation of a neighbourhood committee. 
 
Hutchinson Road 
A question was submitted in advance of the forum meeting.  The poles erected on the playing field 
at Hutchinson Road have been nicely done, but before someone rushes to insert those on the other 
side, it would be worth considering those residents who live on Wolstenholme Fold who would 
appreciate a widening of the lane at the top end; where it is constantly churned up by vehicles 
parking and passing on the narrow lane. 
 
Wolstenholme Fold Street Light 
In addition to the above it was highlighted that the street light on Wolstenholme Fold has never been 
turned off since fitted, and burns night and day.  This issue has been reported to the Street Lighting 
Service. 
 
5. WARD FUND UPDATE 
The Norden Area Forum Sub Group have met since the last forum and allocated the remaining 
funds to projects for the ward.  A summary of the projects funded in the 2014/15 financial year is set  



out below: 
  
Caldershaw Road Speed Survey £1,000 
Taylor Park Improvement Works £750 
Generator for Norden Jubilee Park Events £400 
Gristlehurst Hall Investigation £710 
Moss Row Replacement Signs £140 
Edenfield Road Fencing £2,065.81 
Friends of Heritage Green £400 
Claymere Avenue Fencing £534.19 
Fisherfield Fence £575 
Grimes Street Grit Bin £793.81 
Edenfield Road Litter Bin £300 
The Bridge Chippy Litter Bin £300 
Caldershaw Road Play Equipment £31.19 
  
 
6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 24 June 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Norden Community Primary School 
 


