
CASTLETON AREA FORUM 
 
 

Tuesday 12 May 2015 
Castleton Community Centre, 
Manchester Road, Rochdale 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Present: Y. Salt (Chair), F. Salt, S. Woodall, M. Darlington, N. McLaren, J. Bronn, M. Webb,  
J. Kershaw, J. Tighe, B. Akin, B. Taylor, M. McLaren, B. Taylor, A. Kershaw, M. Shiels, P. Shiels,  
R. Davison, S. Sanderson, D. Lord, M. Ball, B. Jones, J. Hastings-Hobson, N. Hastings and  
B. Partington 
 
Officers: K. Moore (Townships), PC M. Farmer (GMP) and D. Rostron (Early Break) 
 
Councillors: Sheerin, Hornby and Rashid 
 
Apologies: F.Cryer, A. Stowell and S.Whitworth 
 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS/CODE OF CONDUCT 
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.  The code of conduct was 
circulated.  All attendees were asked to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
Updates from the last meeting: 
 
Request for Traffic Enforcement - Manchester Road/Edinburgh Way 
An update was provided by PC Farmer - see below under Greater Manchester Police. 
 
Former George and Dragon Pub 
Planning have advised at the last inspection the building wasn’t bad enough to warrant the service 
of notice.  This is a privately owned property, it is not listed and essentially options are limited both 
in terms of what could be done and by resources.  Planning are not aware of any immediate plans 
for development.  Enquires were made into buildings which have been left for over two years and 
Council powers. 
Action 1: Enquire into powers of enforcement around empty/derelict properties (Katie Moore) 
 
Margaret Appleby Memorial 
Earlier in the evening, a presentation was held to rename the Centre’s hall the ‘Margaret Appleby 
Hall’ in recognition of the support and commitment she provided in the community.  During the 
memorial event Councillor Hornby noted that even in later years when Margaret’s health was 
deteriorating, she was still around to take bookings for rooms in the community centre.  Ward 
Councillors wanted to also thank Harold for his continuing support and work at the centre.  Thanks 
were given to the Township Office for organising the event. 



3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE 
PC Farmer provided an overview of policing activities and statistics over the last quarter. 
 
Crime figures 
(taken for past 3 months) 
 
  February 2015 March 2015 April 2015 
Burglary 4 7 11 
Burglary other 5 6 5 
Vehicle crime 17 11 8 
ASB 16 11 24 
  
There has been an increase in burglaries, especially in the Royle Road, Lawnswood, The Green 
and The Woods area.  Burglaries have tended to take place between the hours of 9am-11am.  
Residents are reminded to secure their properties, keeping doors and windows locked.  Garages 
and sheds should also be secured and to make sure ladders are not left outside as this can be used 
as an aid to gain entry into houses.  PC Farmer suggested noting down serial numbers and using 
UV markers to mark items. 
 
Patrols are being carried out especially in the hot spot areas.  Residents have come forward with 
descriptions which have been helpful in identifying the culprits.  If anyone sees anything suspicious 
please contact 101 or in an emergency 999. 
 
In addition to patrols, street surgeries are being held across Castleton.  The next surgeries will be 
taking place on: 
 
Friday 15 May at Meadway, 3.30pm to 4.30pm 
Friday 15 May at Gypsy Lane, 4.30pm to 5.30pm 
 
Speeding was discussed at the forum particularly on Manchester Road, Royle Road and Keswick 
Street.  A speed operation did take place and tickets issued.  The next operation will take place on 9 
June 2015.  PC Farmer advised that she had contacted the Council regarding the installation of 
20mph signs for Keswick Street.  The Highways Service confirmed that an order has been placed 
for the signs. 
 
In relation to vehicles, residents are reminded to not leave valuables on show, ensure windows are 
not left open and vehicles are locked.  Several safe plate initiatives have taken place across the 
ward.  There has been a decrease in vehicle crime with patrols and leaflet drops being carried out 
by the police. 
 
Two warrants have been issued for drugs and stolen goods.  A cannabis farm has been located and 
destroyed.  PC Farmer advised that the information provided by the community was helpful in this 
case. 
 
ASB hotspots include Kirklee Road and Grant Street.  The police are working with the families of the 
young people involved.  An update will be provided at the next area forum meeting. 
 
Garden ornaments are being stolen around the Chesham area.  If anyone has information or items 
go missing from gardens please inform the police using 101 or in an emergency 999. 
 
PACT Priorities 
PACT Priorities set for the next quarter are speeding vehicles and burglary. 
 
PC Farmer would like to encourage people to get involved in Home Watch Schemes.  There is a 
misconception that big meetings have to be held, they can be very informal and be held on the 
street. 



 
In relation to the newsletter, they can be provided on request via email or some will be made 
available at Castleton Community Centre. 
 
4. OPEN FORUM 
Demolished/Derelict buildings 
A discussion took place on demolished/derelict buildings including; ex Cooperative, former video 
store, the George and Dragon building, Farewell Pub and the old Castleton 'Old People’s Home'. 
Action 2: Obtain updates/information on buildings from Planning Department (Katie Moore) 
 
In relation to the former video shop it was advised that planning permission had been granted but 
due to time, had now lapsed.  There is concern that not only is it an eyesore but the site is becoming 
increasingly dangerous.  Taking this forward, Ward Councillors agreed to arrange a meeting with 
Council Officers and those present at the area forum with the view of looking at what can be done. 
Action 3: Councillor Hornby to collect forum attendee details and arrange meeting 
(Councillor Hornby) 
 
Councillor Hornby 
Councillor Rashid congratulated Councillor Hornby after being re-elected last week. 
 
Takeaways 
Councillor Rashid discussed planning applications for takeaways in Castleton.  It was advised that 
changes to the Guidelines and Standards for Hot Food Takeaway Uses Supplementary Planning 
Documents (SPD) have recently been agreed. 
 
Former Farewell Pub 
A resident advised that the scaffolding at the former Farewell Pub in Castleton does not have 
tapping points. 
Action 4: Report to Planning with the view to checks being carried out (Katie Moore) 
 
Environmental Management 
The forum asked that a thank you note be sent to Environmental Management for the work they had 
done to tidy up the area around Leonard Street, Albion Street/Queensway. 
Action 5: Send thank you note to Environmental Management Team (Katie Moore) 
 
There is a bin at Chesham Park which is not fixed in properly; it was asked that this be reported. 
Action 6: Send request to Environmental Management regarding bin at Chesham Park (Katie 
Moore) 
 
Following a discussion around ward funds, it was advised that a bin that had been installed on the 
lamppost (next to ginnel) on Leander Drive is rusty and looks to be second hand.  A request was 
made for a new bin. 
Action 7: Send request to Environmental Management regarding new bin for Leander Drive 
(Katie Moore) 
 
5. REPORTS 
Friends of Carnegie Castleton 
On behalf of Sheila, Katie provided a verbal update. 
There is nothing specific to report at the moment because we have had to wait until after the recent 
election.  Now that has been and gone, I have contacted Peter Maynard and Nicola Carter to see 
how quickly we can get the process of a Compulsory Purchase Order started. 
 
Friends of Castleton Station/Support The Oldham, Rochdale and Manchester Rail Lines 
The timetable for the new service is now available.  Copies were made available at the meeting. 
 
Discussions are ongoing regarding a new car park for the station, there have been some delays but 



it is hoped that progress will be made soon.  There has been no movement on the installation of a 
temporary platform regarding East Lancs Railway. Residents will be informed as and when 
information becomes available. 
 

St. Gabriel’s 
ADMS held a two night charity event featuring past and current Disney tunes.  £300 was raised for 
the Children’s Champions. 
 
Rochdale Township In Bloom 
The group are looking for people to sponsor hanging baskets for the hanging basket posts funded 
through ward funds.  To date St Gabriel’s ADMS and Castleton Community Centre had funded a 
basket. 
 
The railway station will be in bloom over the coming weeks in preparation for the competition.  The 
group are hoping to win gold this year. 
 
Any Other Business 
St Martin’s Church is having a garden party on 4 July 2015, 1pm-4pm.  All welcome. 
 
Chesham Tenants & Residents Association is holding a consultation event on Saturday 23 May, 
12pm-3pm at Chesham Park.  Residents are invited to attend and provide feedback on the 
development of the park. 
 
6. DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 18 August 2015 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Castleton Community Centre 
 


