
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 22 June 2015

MINUTES

Present: D. Ball, P. Murphy, D. Chadwick, J. Taylor, Z. Ihsan, A. Nawaz, A, Beasley, J. Beasley, R. 
Ahmed, M. Sadiq, A. Na, S. Mohammed, M. Azhar, A. Mahmood, S. Akhtar

Officers: G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer), PC S. Rogers, PCSO M. Beever, B. Cassidy 
(Oldham Diabetes Association), S. Nyambiya (Oldham Diabetes Association)

Councillors: Councillor M. Zaman

Apologies: Councillor T. Linden, Councillor S. Zaheer, G. Shazad, L. Dunn and M, Sheraz.

13 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced all to the meeting and asked everyone present to respect and abide by the 
code of conduct for the duration of the meeting. Apologies were received from G. Shahzad, L. Dunn, 
M. Sheraz and Councillors Linden and Zaheer who were attending the Corporate Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee.

14 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PC Simon Rodgers and PCSO Martin Beaver attended the meeting to provide an update on 
incidents within the Ward. The Forum was informed that over the last three months there had been:
 
21 domestic burglaries, 15 of which occurred in May. Two offenders have been arrested in 
connection with these incidents. The Forum was also informed that the Ward has the lowest rate of 
this type of crime in the Borough.
 
16 incidents of theft from a motor vehicle. The majority of these incidents occurred from vehicles 
parked near the station. An exercise is underway aimed at raising the profile of this problem to 
Motorists.
 
8 drug related incidents which had resulted in seven arrests. The Forum was informed that two 
recent high profile drug operations had resulted in significant reduced drug activity in the Ward. The 
Forum was also informed / reassured that covert drug surveillance / intelligence gathering is 
constantly in operation in the Ward.
 
The following questions / comments were raised during the PACT meeting:
 

1.    Councillor Zaman commented that the recent drug operations have resulted in 
positive outcomes and demonstrate partnership working between services.

2.    A resident raised concerns about a number of anti-social issues on Lucknow Street. 
The resident had previously submitted a petition to the Township Officer regarding 
these concerns. The resident was of the opinion that a bollard / gate would resolve 
some of the problems being experienced. 

Response: GMP agreed to meet with the resident following the meeting.
 
Action 1: Gary Finch to investigate the possibility of a bollard / gate being sited at the end of 
Lucknow Street (near to number 2)
 



3.    A resident raised concerns about anti-social behaviour problems being caused by a 
large number of young people in Freehold.

A member of the Youth Service reassured the resident that outreach work is being 
done in the area with young people.

The Chair also reminded the Forum that incidents of this nature should be reported 
via the 101 telephone number or Crimestoppers.

4.    The Chair raised concerns about Traffic Police speeding on King Street East and 
asked why this was happening as it was extremely dangerous.

Response: The GMP Officer present accepted this, however he reassured the Forum that Traffic 
Officers are highly trained and travelling at speed is only undertaken if appropriate. If the situation 
was becoming dangerous the control room would take over.
 

5.    A resident asked if extra police patrols to Mosques had been planned during 
Ramadan.

Response: GMP confirmed this would be happening.
 
15 DIABETES PRESENTATION
Barry Cassidy and Simba Nyambiya from Diabetes UK Oldham Voluntary Support Group attended 
the meeting to present information on Diabetes. 
 
The presentation covered the following areas:
 
General information on diabetes including; what is diabetes, what happens and what causes 
diabetes, myths about diabetes, diabetes types.
 
Management of diabetes including; what can you do if diagnosed with diabetes, coping with 
diabetes, healthy eating, medication for diabetes, checking your diabetes control, physical activity 
and lifestyle changes.
 
Living with diabetes including; diabetes and health
 
The Chair and Forum thanked Mr. Cassidy and Mr. Nyambiya for the informative presentation.
 
16 MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone and Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday 16th March were approved 
as a correct record.
 
Matters arising and updates included:
 

         Following a request at the previous Area Forum meeting GMP agreed that they 
would provide as much information as possible regarding incidents and arrests within 
the Ward.  

         It was confirmed that the cameras’ on Castlemere Street and College Bank Flats 
were operational and manned.

 



         Rochdale Environmental Action Group had been notified of the litter problems on 
Milkstone Road. 

         A representative from Highways was invited to the meeting but unable to attend. 
However the Chief Planning Officer had agreed to attend.

17 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME
Councillor Zaman explained that during street surgeries residents raised concerns about criminal 
activity in the Ward. Although residents are encouraged to report incidents via the appropriate 
number, Police Officer or PCSO there is a reluctance to do so. This reluctance is based on fear of 
reprisal, confidence, language barriers, future appearance in court and a feeling that no one cares. 
As a result of this it is proposed to launch the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the Ward in the 
hope that residents will pull together to protect their community and environment and feel more 
comfortable in reporting incidents to the Police.
 
PCSO Beever explained that the Police lead on this issue although each Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme requires at least one co-ordinator whose role will involve arranging monthly meetings.
 
The Forum agreed to the launch of Neighbourhood Watch. The initial scheme would focus on Mere 
Street, King Street East and Castlemere Street.

18 HIGHWAY MASTER PLAN
Mark Robinson, Head of Planning attended the meeting to discuss traffic management issues within 
the Ward.
 
Mr Robinson informed the Forum that he was aware of the traffic related problems in the Ward. The 
Forum was also informed that priority has been given to establishing Metrolink into the Town and 
traffic management issues that have arisen because of this. However, over the coming months a 
number of initiatives including the re-opening of the subway link, access to the Station Car Park and 
opening of the link between the Station Car Park and Oldham Road may assist in alleviating some 
of the congestion problems currently being experienced in the Ward. It was hoped that in opening 
the subway link other options would become available in terms of easing congestion / parking 
concerns. 
 
The Forum was also informed that the Council is looking for additional parking capacity in the area 
although the Council does not own a significant amount of land in the Ward.
 
The following issues were raised during this item:
 

        What’s happening to the proposed introduction of a one-way system on Kent 
Street? 

Response: At this moment in time this proposal will not be progressed because of 
the financial viability of the project.

         A resident stated that when the new Mosque was built a condition of the planning 
permission was that the site of the old Mosque would become a car park. 

Action 2: Gary Finch to investigate.

         The Chair commented that a Highways representative should be in attendance.

 



Response: The Forum was informed that a Highways representative was unable to 
attend due to work commitments.

         A resident asked why the traffic study carried out in the Ward had never been 
published?

Action 3: Gary Finch to investigate

19 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:
 

         A resident asked what was the present situation regarding the double yellow lines 
on Manchester Road.

Response: The Forum was informed that this issue was ongoing and that no progress / decisions 
had been made regarding future developments. The Forum was also informed that this issue is 
regularly raised at Sparth Area Forum. 
 

         A resident asked what the £100,000 was being spent on to improve Gateways into 
the Borough.

Response: The Forum was informed that Clean and Green Teams had been set up 
within the Borough to deal with the clearance of grot spots.

         A resident raised a number of concerns about litter and general untidiness on 
Milkstone Road and the canal bank adjacent to Windsor Street. 

Action 4: Gary Finch agreed to meet with the resident and undertake a site 
visit.

         The Chair raised concerns about the lack of progress regarding developments at 
Stoneyfield Park and if it would be possible to arrange a meeting to discuss this 
issue with the appropriate officers. 

Action 5: Gary Finch to arrange.

         A resident asked if it would be possible to tarmac the grass verges on Deeplish 
Street / Ipswich Street to ease parking congestion in the area. 

Action 6: Gary Finch to investigate.

         A resident asked if one of the entrances to the School could be designated as the 
main entrance. 

Response: The Forum was informed that this issue should be addressed to the 
school.

        A resident asked if the insulation scheme operated by Government was still in 
existence.

 Action 7: Gary Finch to investigate.



 
         A resident asked if the playing fields close to Panoma Street could be tidied up.

Action 8: Gary Finch to report.

         A resident raised concerns about a wall that he believed should have been 
demolished as part of a planning application on Hare Street.

            Action 9: Gary Finch to investigate
 
The Forum was also informed that the Post Office on Milkstone Road was due to be modernised 
and as a consequence would close for refurbishment on Tuesday 14th July 2015 at 5.30pm and re-
open on Friday 24th July 2015 at 1pm.

20 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 14th September 2015
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Deeplish Community Centre.


