
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM
Thursday, 21 May 2015

MINUTES

Present: J. Newcombe, J. Newcombe, M. Moran, J. Clough, F. Healey, C. Faulkner (Chair), B. 
Holden, D. Ireland, E. Ollerenshaw, R. Ollerenshaw, D. Mallalieu, S. Davison, A. Meek, M. Meek, M. 
Green, L. Lock, G. Lock, S. Bleakley, P. Bleakley, P. Massey, T. Brown, T. Slack, A. Foster, C. 
Thomas, S. Buckley, C. Knight, E. Chadwick, P. Forden, LA Forden, C. Brown, M. Coats, L. 
O’Donouhue, J. Hall, R. Watkins, A. Rawsterne, R. Thornley, A. Milburn, C. Alty, W. McGhee, I. 
McGhee, J. Fitton, J. Moss, P. Moss, D. Madgin. J. Fawthrop, I. Pope, Mr. Ogden, Mrs Ogden, S. 
Davies, B. True, N. Rutter, N. Green, J. Cashworth, S. Chang, P.Knowles, S. Ashworth, J. Addy, K. 
Stacey, J. Clough and U. Nawaz.

Officers: PC M. Giblin, G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer), S. Banu (Planning Officer) and 
A. Glover (Chief  Public Protection Officer)

Councillors: Councillor C. Biant and Councillor S. Biant

Apologies: Councillor S F Ahmed, M. Sheraz, B. Penty and B. Hand.

14 INTRODUCTIONS & APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and reminded Forum members to observe and respect the 
code of conduct.
 
The Forum was also informed that the Chair would be stepping down from this role at the Annual 
General Meeting on the 20th August 2015.
 
Apologies were received from Mohammed Sheraz, Councillor Shefali Farooq Ahmed, Brian Penty 
and Brian Hand.

15 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Police Officer Martin Giblin reported on the number of incidents that had been reported / 
investigated for the previous three months. Figures reported being:
 
Domestic Burglary 17
Burglary, other than a dwelling 12
Theft from a motor vehicle 16
Theft of a motor vehicle 3
 
The Forum was also informed that the majority of the theft’s from motor vehicles (90%) had been 
committed by two individuals, who had subsequently been arrested.
 
PC Giblin also reported that a number of fires had been reported in the Cutgate area and Spotland 
Road.and that awareness raising work had been done with young people in the area.
 
A number of incidents of anti-social behaviour had also been reported on Tenby Grove / Churchill 
Street. 
 
Operations had also taken place in the Ward targeting car insurance and drug related issues.
 
Forum members raised concerns about the poor response of the police to reports of burglaries, drug 
issues close to Spotland School, speeding problems in the area and problems being encountered 
because of off-road motor bikes.



 
In response to the above PC Giblin stated that response times are dictated / influenced by available 
resources, drug concerns are constantly monitored and operations usually result, incidents of 
speeding should be reported via Crimestoppers or the 101 number and incidents of off-road biking 
should be reported via Community Safety.
 
16 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Spotland and Falinge Area Forum held on Thursday 26th February 2015 were 
agreed and approved subject to the following amendments:
 
Cycle Way – the minutes should have referred to the need to erect directional signage to Route 92 
and not introducing a cycle way.
 
Gary Finch (Township and Engagement Officer) provided the Forum with updates on the following 
action points:
 
Churchill Street / Phoenix Street Sign
 
Meanwood Community School Fencing
 
H Markings on Churchill Street
 
Access to Meanwood School Playing Fields
 
The state and appearance of Crimble Wood
 
Speeding on College Road, Spotland Road, Primrose Street, Mellor Street and Holmes Street
 
Litter Bin on Jutland Avenue/Sandy Lane
 
Damage to green space on Spotland Top by vehicles
 
Council Services contact numbers
 
Residents raised concerns about the potential loss of Meanwood Community School perimeter 
fencing although options about its heritage value and future usage had been raised at previous 
Forum meetings.
 
Action 1: Gary Finch to investigate.

17 RESIDENTS HAVE ASKED THAT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS BE INCLUDED ON THE 
AGENDA:
Alan Rawsterne informed the Forum that the following three items had been placed on the agenda 
because of their relevance and importance to the Ward, the need to keep residents informed of 
progress and the strength of feeling within the community to these issues.

18 ROOLEY MOOR PLANNING APPLICATION
John Newcombe informed the Area Forum of a number of issues in relation to the Rooley Moor 
Wind Farm planning application. This included:
 

-       The number of wind farm applications submitted in the area in recent years – Rooley 
Moor, Scout Moor and Ding Quarry.

 



-        An outline of the timetable for the Rooley Moor Wind Farm planning application – 1st, 
2nd, 3rd June Township Planning Sub-Committees and 25th June Planning and 
Licensing Committee. 

-       The Secretary of State’s involvement should Planning and Licensing Committee 
approve the application. 

-       That no right of appeal applied however a Judicial Review could be sought if deemed 
appropriate. 

-        An overview of the Planning Sub-Committee Report that had been published which 
recommended that the application by Coronation Power be refused. 

-       Concerns being raised about the possibility of an eight turbine wind farm being 
submitted should the twelve turbine wind farm be rejected.

-       An overview of concerns in relation to the implication of the application for Green Belt 
and Common Land. 

Mr Newcombe concluded his presentation by reminding Forum members to keep up the fight 
against this planning application and attend the forthcoming Township Planning Sub-Committee and 
Planning and Licensing Committee meetings.
 
A number of comments were made in relation to the above including:
 

-       Pre-determination rules have changed. 

-       Rochdale Council has a record of overruling Planning Committee recommendations.

-        A formal complaint had been lodged about the way Rochdale Council had dealt with 
this application.

-       Objections about this application need to be pertinent and focussed on planning 
related issues. 

-       Our local MP’s support refusal. 

The Chair and Forum thanked Mr Newcombe for the presentation.

19 HIGHWAYS & ENGINEERING CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
Andy Meek informed the Area Forum of a number of issues in relation to the Rooley Moor Wind 
Farm planning application. This included

 

-       The concerns of residents of Lanehead and Prickshaw in relation to this potential 
development.

-       An overview of the submissions presented to the Council’s Planning  and Highways 
and Engineering Department in relation to this planning application.

 



-       Concern in relation to the Highways and Engineering response to the Rooley Moor 
planning application given the more rigorous and robust questions and comments 
raised / asked during the Ding Quarry application. 

The Chair and Forum thanked Mr. Meek for the presentation.

20 THE LOCALISM ACT & DEVELOPING A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Alan Rawsterne introduced this topic. Mr Rawsterne explained that he had requested that 
Neighbourhood Planning be included on the agenda in light of the Rooley Moor planning application 
and other similar applications. 
 
Although Mr Rawsterne accepted that the introduction of a neighbourhood plan would not stop 
applications of the Rooley Moor type in the future, it would provide the community with the 
opportunity to become more involved in planning applications in a more reasonable and constructive 
way.
 
Sohida Banu, Planning Officer was introduced to the Forum and provided more detail on 
Neighbourhood Planning including:
 

-       An overview of the Localism Act and its relevance to Neighbourhood Planning. 

-       Why prepare a Neighbourhood Plan and the advantages that communities can obtain 
from a plan.

-       Timescales involved in developing a Neighbourhood Plan

-       Costs

-       Who can be involved in developing a Neighbourhood Plan.

The Forum was also informed that the normal planning process would continue even if a 
Neighbourhood Plan was developed and that it would sit along the Borough’s Local Plan and 
Strategic Plan. However applications would be assessed against the Neighbourhood Plan.
 
The Forum agreed to the development of a Neighbourhood Plan.
The Chair and Forum thanked Mr Rawsterne and Ms. Banu for the information presented.
 
21 OPEN FORUM
Andy Glover, Chief Public Protection Officer attended the meeting to provide feedback on questions 
raised by Mick Coates regarding the Turner Brothers site.
 
Question 1: The name of the owners of the site.
 
It is understood that the site owner is Renshaw Properties Ltd.
 
Question 2: Dates of meetings with the owners (or their representative) since May 2014
 
Subject to my comments above, I can confirm that a meeting took place on 5 March 2015. Present 
at the meeting were: Steve Rumbelow (Chief Executive, Rochdale Council; Mark Widdup (Executive 
Director, Rochdale Council; and Simon Parker (UK Land and Property – the landowner’s 
representative)
 
The purpose of the meeting was to enable the landowner’s representative to establish a working 
relationship with the Council’s new Chief Executive and to update him on issues relating to the site.
 



Question 3: If discussions are with representatives, the name of these representatives.
 
Please see above.
 
Question 4: The agenda for these meetings and the people present.
 
Please see above.
 
Question 5: Outcomes of these meetings
 
This meeting was an introductory one and is part of the Council’s ongoing dialogue with 
stakeholders in relation to the TBA site.
 
Question 6: Minutes of these meetings (with any confidential information redacted)
 
No notes or minutes were taken at the meeting.
 
Question 7: Other actions taken by councillors and council officers regarding the TBA site.
 
You may be aware that the Council has previously considered the use of perimeter sampling, with a 
view to establishing whether any asbestos fibres are exiting the site. This matter is currently being 
re-considered and I will be happy to provide an update on this in due course.
 
Question 8: Any other developments, locally or nationally, in relation to the site.
 
You may be aware that in November 2014 the Council wrote to DEFRA as the national regulatory 
body for Contaminated Land; this letter sought further dialogue with DEFRA on potential funding for 
remediation of the site. I can confirm that on 16 February 2015, an official response was received 
from DEFRA. This letter confirmed that central government was unable to commit to any financial 
assistance foe remediation of the site, noting that a general election was imminent and any such 
decisions would need to be taken by a new government.
 
22 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 20th August 2015 {Annual General Meeting & Ordinary Meeting)
7pm – 9pm
Spotland Methodist Church
 


