
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 16 July 2015

MINUTES

Present: A. Evans, M. Whittle, C. Whittle, B. Barton, D. Barnett, M. Sager, D. Judge, S. Judge, P. 
Ashworth, B. Kilpatrick, L. Ward, C. Sanford, K. Aspinall, J. Murphy, J. Kennedy, G. Bowden-Watts, 
S. Acton (Chair), C. Barker, J. Turner, J. Proctor, P. Ayrton, S. Howard, J. Howard, J. Travis, D. 
Bennett, A. Fargher, C. Fargher, A. Rawstron, J. Jolly, J. Hayes, M. Howarth, N. Hassett, D. 
Hassett, D, Brew, C. Grimwood, M. Grimwood, S. Dixon, N. Dixon, M. Davenport, H.Wilson & 
A.Neilson.

Officers: S. Hilton (Media Officer), J. Cannings (Recycling Improvement & Participation Officer) & 
G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer) and Sgt Daffern.

Councillors: Councillors S. O’Neill & S. Wazir

Apologies: M. Bennion, J. White, P. Kershaw, M. Fraser and Councillor Heakin.

22 PACT MEETING
The Forum was informed that the PACT priorities for the last three months had been domestic 
burglary, parking on pavements and parking around schools.

It was reported that the following incidents had taken place during April, May and June:

16 reported incidents of domestic burglary. In a number of cases it was found that house doors had 
not been locked properly. As a result of a number of these break-ins car keys and cars had been 
stolen.

It was also accepted that parking problems were still being encountered on footpaths and parking 
issues near to schools was particularly dangerous.

The following issues were raised by the Forum:

- Lack of information regarding Homewatch being received.

Response: It was explained that no co-ordinator had been in place for a while although one had now 
been identified. It was hoped the situation would improve in the near future.

- PCSO’s not being visible

Response: Comments noted.

- Concerns of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage on Bentley Street.

Response: Comments noted.

- Concerns over speeding cars on Height’s Lane

Response: The Forum was reminded that it was important to report incidents of this nature.

- It was asked if parking on pavements is illegal.



Response: This is a grey area although if the parking is causing an obstruction it possibly is. It was 
also explained that this problem is experienced throughout the borough as many households have 
two and three cars and many roads/streets cannot cope with the numbers of cars.

- Concerns were raised about off road biking problems on the Common.

Response: Comments noted and this will be reported to the Off Road Biking Unit.

- Concerns were raised about young people drinking alcohol on the Common.

Response: Residents were encouraged to report incidents of this nature.

- Fly tipping was a problem on the Common.

Response: It was explained that Clean and Green Teams are active in the borough. Residents were 
encouraged to report problems of this nature via the appropriate channels or inform the Township 
Office who can report direct to Environmental Management.

- It was reported that there was an abandoned car at the bottom of Syke Road.

Response: This would be investigated. The Forum were later informed that the car would be 
removed within 1 hour.

It was agreed that the PACT priorities for the next three months would be domestic burglaries, 
parking on footpaths and theft from motor vehicles.

23 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, MATTERS ARISING AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 MARCH 2015
Apologies were received from M. Bennion, J. White, P. Kershaw, M. Fraser and Councillor Heakin.

The minutes of Healey Area Forum held on Thursday 19th March were approved as a correct record 
with no matters arising.

24 ELECTION OF CHAIR
This item was deferred.

25 THE PROPOSED NEW WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE
Sheridan Hilton, Media Officer attended the meeting to inform the Forum of the proposed plan for 
recycling in Rochdale.

Details presented included:

 An overview of the current service

 A brief explanation of the current waste collection frequencies of Greater Manchester local 
authorities.

 Why there was a need to change present arrangements

 An outline of the areas that could be influenced by operational practice – waste collection 
and waste disposal.

 An explanation of the levy that applies to Greater Manchester local authorities.

 An overview of the important steps taken – Waste Services Team re-structure, 7,000 
unauthorised residual bins recovered, 88,000 door stepping campaign.



 An explanation of the proposed waste and recycling service
- Weekly collection of food waste to all properties
- Three weekly collection of cardboard and paper
- Three weekly collection of glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles, cans and foil
- Three weekly collection of residual waste.

 An overview of the next steps
- Formal Cabinet – 29th June
- Public Consultation – 30th June for 30 days
- Formal Cabinet – 3rd August
- Public engagement begins September 2015
- New service goes live 19th October 2015

Residents raised a number of questions/concerns/issues, these included: 

- A family of seven requesting an additional brown bin.
- Could the tops of green bins have a different coloured lid.
- How to request a smaller/slimmer bin
- What coloured bin do plastic bottles go in.
- Three weeks is a long time to wait for a bin to be collected.
- People are confused about what they can and cannot recycle.
- Which bins do nappies go in.
- Which bin does garden waste go in.
- Are blue bags to be phased out.
- Food waste should go in the degradable bag
- More education is required
- Will food bins be emptied weekly.

The Officer thanked the Forum for the comments raised. The Chair thanked the Officer for the 
information provided.

26 DOG FOULING
Residents raised concerns about the incidence of dog fouling on the Common and the lack of 
enforcement that seems to take place.

It was explained that the staffing levels within the Enforcement Team had recently been reduced 
therefore taking effective enforcement action was becoming more difficult.

The Forum agreed that additional ‘no dog fouling’ signs should be placed around the Common.

Action 1: Gary Finch to investigate the cost of providing additional ‘no dog fouling signs’ 
around the common and seek to secure funding for this initiative.

27 TRAVELLER RESTRICTIONS ON THE COMMON
The following statement was provided for Forum members in relation to this item:

“All the site visits and measuring has been done. The design of the naturally formed barrier is 
agreed and a contractor has been consulted who can carry out the work. The only issue left to 
overcome is the access needed for the mowing operations and the events that take place on the 
common. At the bottom of the common on Greenbank Road there are also some wooden bollards 
that have out lived their use and can be moved easily by hand. These need replacing to keep the 
barrier intact. I expect work to start on the digging operations during July and it will probably be 
completed within six working days”



The Forum was also provided with the following statement in relation to unauthorised encampments 
and alternative site arrangements for travellers:

“The Council has provided a temporary site which travellers should use when visiting the borough, 
rather than setting up unauthorised encampments in inappropriate locations. Travellers have been 
reluctant to relocate to the site provided and discussions are ongoing with the Police to agree a 
protocol that will enable the Police to use appropriate powers to encourage the travellers to relocate 
to the site provided and, where appropriate, enforce their relocation. Where travellers refuse the 
offer of the alternative site the Police are unable to enforce their relocation, the Council must obtain 
a court order to ensure that the travellers move-on. These orders are obtained at the earliest 
opportunity but are always subject to the court being able to hear the case and grant the order. This 
usually takes place within 3 or 4 working days”

The Forum noted the above statements.

28 PATH AROUND SYKE POND
Residents raised concerns about the condition of the path around Syke Pond.

Action 2: Gary Finch to report.

29 AN UPDATE ON THE ROAD WITH NO NAME

The Forum was informed that work on the road with no name is due to commence in 
October 2015. The work will result in the carriageway being resurfaced, new kerbs 
being installed, new footways being constructed either end of the road and 
grasscrete being placed along the entire length of one side of the road.

Residents raised a number of concerns/issues which included:

- Delays that had been experienced in starting the work previously.
- Mixed messages being relayed about the work to be done and commencement 

date.
- The lack of clarity of the work to be undertaken based on the drawing/plan 

circulated at the Forum

It was explained that delays in the past had been caused because service cables had been 
identified near to the project site and this had resulted in additional funds being required to 
undertake the work. 

Residents also asked if they could be kept informed of developments in relation to this 
project, if an additional meeting to discuss this issue could be organised and that a better 
drawing/plan of the work to be undertaken could be provided. The Chair of the Area Forum 
agreed to these requests.

Action 3: Gary Finch agreed to provide regular updates on the progress of this 
project.

Action 4: Gary Finch would investigate if a better drawing/plan of the project was 
available.

Action 5: The Chair in liaison with the Township and Engagement Officer agreed to 
organise another meeting to discuss this issue.



30 PROBLEMS ON SYKE ROAD
A lengthy debate/discussion took place regarding a number of concerns/problems/issues on Syke 
Road. These included:

 Inconsiderate parking
 Lack of parking provision
 Speeding
 Parking on the common and outside the Hunters Rest Public House

As a consequence residents asked if:

 A one-way system could be introduced in the area
 If traffic calming measures could be introduced
 If a residents parking scheme could be introduced

It was suggested to the Forum that a potential way forward with these request was to undertake a 
traffic survey in the area. This was agreed, subject to cost.

The Forum was also informed that a petition had been received about perceived speeding concerns 
on Mizzy Road and where asked if they would support the cost of undertaking a speed survey in the 
area. The Forum declined this request.

It was also explained to the Forum that an agreement had been reached previously to erect a 
number of bollards outside the Hunters Rest Public House to deter parking on the Common. It was 
agreed to defer this work until a traffic survey had been undertaken and the extent of the work on 
the restrictive mound around the Common was understood more.

The Forum also agreed to the placement of a number of ‘No Parking On The Common’ signs.

Action 6: Gary Finch to investigate the cost of undertaking a traffic survey in relation to Syke 
Road and seek to secure funding for this initiative.

Action 7: Gary Finch to investigate the cost of placing a number of ‘No Parking On The 
Common’ signs around the Common and secure funding for this initiative.

31 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS
The following issues/concerns/questions were raised during the Open Forum:

- Concerns about the condition of the bushes and brambles adjacent to Carr Hill House and 
on Bentley Street.

- A thank you to the litter picker who had been working in the area.
- Concerns over the number of street lights that where on throughout day light hours.
- The temporary bus stop on Mizzy Road had not been removed.
- Travellers had arrived in three locations on the Common.
- Rubbish on land adjacent to  number 1 Bentley Street.
- The road surface at the Ashmount Drive / Mizzy Road junction.
- What is the policy for gully cleaning.
- Bollards were needed on Cronkeyshaw Road and on the footpath at the side of the Talbot’s 

Head. 
- A skip was on the footpath at the side of the Talbot’s Head.
- An obstruction had been created by the electricity company who are working on Whitworth 

Road.
- Gale Street requires weed removal.
- Falinge Park looks good.
- A number of blocked gullies on Whitworth Road where still in need of attention.



Action 8: Gary Finch agreed to report/progress/investigate, as appropriate the above.

32 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS - SEE ACTION SHEET
The action sheet was circulated to the Forum – no issues were raised.

33 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
No news / updates were provided.

34 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The Chair expressed her thanks to the Chapel for allowing Syke Community Base to relocate to the 
premises. It was also explained that a successful Open Day had taken place on the 11th July to 
promote the coming together of the two organisations.

35 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING - 8 OCTOBER 2015
Syke Methodist Church / Syke Base

8th October 2015

PACT meeting to commence 6.30pm, the Forum 7pm.


