
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN 
AREA FORUM

Thursday 17 September 2015
Brimrod Methodist Church, Roch Valley Way,

Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: B. Hudson (Chair), B. Frost, D. Frost, M. Hamer, F. Hamer, D. Logan, T. Turner, 
K. Huggett, I. Langley, G. Langley, D. Hall, D. Hamill, K. Khan, B. Goodwin, D. Shatwell, 
P. Shatwell, K. Fairhurst, P. Duczak, R. Coles, M. Davies, J. Watson, W. Brown, D. Crompton and
J. Howard. 

Officers: Rochdale Borough Council: S. Hay, Township Management and D. Lodwig, Community 
Safety. GMP: PC Ibbotson and PCSO McCarthy

Councillors: Ian Duckworth and Pat Sullivan

1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.

Apologies were received from Councillors Jane and Jim Gartside, Derek and Jean Law, Mary Bibby 
and Lil Bamford.

2. CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting.

3. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 18 June 2015 were agreed and the following 
updates were given:

Half Acre Road
The Half Acre Road grass verge scheme is to be considered at the Rochdale Township Action and 
Resources Sub Committee on Tuesday 22 September 2015.  The Chair of that meeting has 
conducted a site visit and the residents have agreed to have the verges replaced with tarmac.

The trees have been cut back and the No Entry signs are now visible.

Following the placing of the Metro Strips at the top of Half Acre Lane, PC Kathryn Wynne has 
provided details of the results:
During the first week 31 vehicles crossed the strips against the One Way system, in the second 
week another 31 vehicles crossed. Thursday on both weeks was the greatest with 8 and 9 
respectively. GMP has conducted enforcement visits which have resulted in six prosecutions and 
they are considering publicising as a further deterrent.

The bus stop markings on Bury Road have been refreshed and the very deep pot hole outside 
numbers 6 to 8 has been repaired.



High Birch Site
Problem of tipping on the High Birch site and in particular the Rochdale Council owned playing area, 
the Head of Planning states that this is a complicated issue not helped by the fact some of the land 
which has been tipped on is Council owned. Residents had an update a few weeks ago and Legal 
are now exploring what options might be available, risks and how the Council can take the matter 
further. He will update Members and residents on this issue as soon as able. The Head of Planning 
is also dealing with a letter sent in by a resident of Birchfield Drive enquiring whether the developer 
can be made to clear the blocked gulley on the drive to the rear of Birchfield Drive. Councillors 
Duckworth and Sullivan have also met with the Head of Planning, who has been in contact with the 
developer about the submission of a planning application. The Council will fund the testing for 
asbestos on the site.

Mayfair Gardens Road Repairs
Some of the pot holes on Mayfair Gardens have been repaired and others not done as they do not 
fit the criteria. Holborn Street near the junction with Mayfair Gardens is badly rutted and needs 
repairing pending the resurfacing.
Action: Request patch repairs on Holborn Street pending resurfacing (Stuart Hay)

Path near Brimrod School
The path running alongside Brimrod School which then turns and goes past the end of Westminster 
Street to Manchester Road has been cleared of vegetation and rubbish by the Clean and Green 
Team.

Defective street lights
Two of the three defective street lights on Manchester Road have been repaired. The light near 
Aroma is still not working.
Action: Request further EON inspection and repair (Stuart Hay)

Manchester Road Waste Bins
The Sudden Village waste bins were delayed in being emptied due to the collection vehicle breaking 
down and were emptied as soon as possible.

4. POLICE AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
PC Ibbotson outlined the crime statistics for the area from July to September 2015 and made a 
hand out available to all.

House burglary remains the priority. Entry was gained to properties through insecurities in a number 
of the offences committed as were thefts from insecure motor vehicles. The need for security was 
stressed including leaving lights on with the dark nights approaching. Police have been targeting a 
vehicle in which five were arrested in Yorkshire. One persistent offender was arrested within two 
days of prison release and is back in custody.

Complaints were made of constant and persistent red light running at both the Sudden traffic light 
controlled junctions. The very short green light sequence on Silk Street has led to motorist failing to 
stop on virtually each change and motorists continue to flout the red lights at Roch Valley Way. 
Neither junction fits the criteria for the installation of an enforcement camera which is based on the 
number of Killed or Serious Injury (KSI’s) road traffic collisions. PC Ibbotson will highlight the 
problem at Police briefings. Both junctions are large and the light configurations have been looked 
at previously and are set primarily to keep traffic moving along arterial roads. Councillor Duckworth 
sits on Traffic for Greater Manchester and reported that road traffic collisions have increased right 
across Greater Manchester (95% of which are driver error). He has requested the refreshing of the 
carriageway markings at both junctions. Councillor Duckworth reported traffic lights in the whole of 
Greater Manchester are eventually to be replaced with lights that are reactive to traffic to improve 
matters and he will check up when these junctions may be upgraded.

Comments were made about GMP not attending all crime scenes. This situation is in cases where 
there is no line of enquiry such as a motor vehicle being stolen overnight with nothing seen or 
heard. A more structured and coordinated response is made such as Scenes of Crime visits to suit 



the victim, and each victim is assessed for vulnerability and Victim Support volunteers informed.

One resident described a suspicious character going around ‘weighing up’ houses and marking 
some with chalk. All incidents of any suspicious activity should be reported to allow the Police to 
gather intelligence and plan operations.

Residents were advised where there are any parking restrictions, the Council is responsible for 
enforcement, however, where there are no restrictions, the Police could consider a possible 
obstruction. Each case will be assessed on its own circumstances and can be reported on 101.

5. ROCHDALE CIRCLE
Nothing to report.

6. OPEN FORUM
Fly tipping on Holborn Street
Fly tipping is being removed from Holborn Street as fast as it is being dumped, as are left out 
wheelie bins. Diane Lodwig is frequently in the area and thanks were given to her for her actions. 
The security gates are still swinging open despite Planning Officers sending out letters. Officers will 
now be asked to follow up.

Double Yellow Lines on Roch Mills Gardens
Residents of Roch Mills Gardens requested double yellow lines are considered due to obstructions 
being caused. Councillor Duckworth agreed to look into the matter.

Trees on Cotton Lane
The trees on Cotton Lane are overgrown and obstructing the street lighting. 
Action: Request cutting back of trees (Stuart Hay)

Damaged fencing back of Old Manchester Road
A wagon has damaged the fencing on the back of Old Manchester Road leaving a gap on to the 
main road. A resident informed the meeting it had this day been barriered off. The issue will be 
chased up given the potential danger.

Speeding Vehicles on Roch Mill Crescent
A resident enquired whether Roch Mills Crescent could be made one way due to speeding vehicles. 
It was pointed out that motorists tend to travel even faster on one way streets given there is nothing 
coming the other way to oppose them. 

Holborn Street Trees
The trees on Rochdale Boroughwide Housing (RBH) land at the rear of Holborn Street estate are 
overgrown. Beryl Hudson (member of the RBH Committee) advised the trees are scheduled to be 
done this winter. Noted it has not helped that RBH has had equipment stolen on three occasions.

Drains on Manchester Road in Sudden Village
The drains on Manchester Road in Sudden village are blocked again with some having vegetation 
growing out of them. One drain on Bertie Street is blocked with cement which some thought may be 
the cause of the whole problem.
Action: Request all drains are cleared. (Stuart Hay)

Unlawful acts in Springfield Park
It was alleged that three unlawful acts had taken place in Springfield Park which have not been 
actioned by Rochdale Council, namely, that rightful public access is being obstructed by an 
unlawfully locked gate to the stone barn, access to two of the changing rooms has been bricked up 
and a fence has been erected taking Park land.
Action: Chase up the issues with Environmental Management (Stuart Hay)

Recycling
Recycling was discussed and a Recycling Officer will be asked to contact the Brimrod Tenants and 



Residents Association leaders direct.

SPRINGFIELD PARK REPORT

Dave Logan gave the following report:

Café/Events Room Project – We have had a meet with the Big Lottery representative and are now 
working with Councillor Andy Kelly, who used to work with Big Lottery, and will negotiate and liaise 
with them to obtain a modest £10k Development Fund to be used to pay for architects, surveyors, 
specialist contractors, etc. which will eventually enable us to apply for around £750,000. We also 
hope Andy will introduce us to potential project management and construction companies.

Raised beds – According to Environmental Management, the yew trees and shrubs are at Bowlee 
Nurseries ready to be planted in the raised beds when personnel are available.

Memorial benches – Two benches are already installed with two more ordered.

Mere pathway – the Mere pathway is almost ready for the top tarmac layer to be installed.

Mere fencing – We are still pressing the Council to install additional higher, hoop top fencing on a 
health and safety basis.

SPJFC – The Springfield Park Junior Football Club goes from strength to strength having anything 
up to 90 youngsters using the pitch in the centre of the running track.

Running track – I made a presentation to the recent Rochdale Township Committee for between 
£35,000 and £40,000 to renovate the running track for all park users and the community as a whole 
to enjoy, as well as local schools and other organisations, such as a children’s bicycle training 
organisation, all free of charge, and it was received very positively – fingers crossed.

Car Boot – This event was held on Sunday 13 September 2015 and raised approximately £550.

Rochdale in Bloom – I am pleased to tell you that following a successful meeting  and showing the 
judges around the park, we have been awarded an in Your Neighbourhood Award, to be presented 
to us in Southport on 28 October 2015.
Thanks were given to the Ward Councillors for all their support.

Contacts
Ward Councillors contact details available on the Council’s website are:

Councillor Ian Duckworth Tel: 01706 648393
Email: ian.duckworth@rochdale.gov.uk 

Councillor Jane Gartside Tel: 01706 658443 or 07812 228281
Email: jane.gartside@rochdale.gov.uk 

Councillor Pat Sullivan Tel: 0161 762 1129 or 07967 985240
Email: patricia.sullivan@Rochdale.Gov.Uk 

Township Officer Stuart Hay Tel: 01706 922230
Email: stuart.hay@rochdale.gov.uk

7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 10 December 2015, 6:30pm at Brimrod Methodist Church


