
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM
Monday, 7 December 2015

MINUTES

Present: G. Shahzad (Chair), S. Akram, A. Ali, M. A. Khan, A. Rauf, S. Rauf, B. Cassidy, H. A 
Malik, M. Anwar, A. Nawaz, M. Azam, S. Noel, H. Saleem, K. Ali, A. Zoug, Sajd

Officers: R. Beard (Network Rail), M. Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), PCSO Beaver (GMP), 
J. Moran (Buckinghams), S. Reay (Highway Services Manager), G. Finch (Township & Engagement 
Officer), T. Bland (Finance Manager) and C. Lucas (Rochdale Environmental Action Group)

Councillors: Councillors Zaman and Zaheer

Apologies: Councillor T. Linden, U. Ahmed, Q. Hussain, S. Ahmed, M. Anwar and B. Bevan.

31 INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He asked everyone 
present to respect and abide by the code of conduct for the duration of the meeting. 

Apologies had been received from Councillor T. Linden, U. Ahmed,                Q. Hussain, S. Ahmed, 
M. Anwar and B. Bevan.

32 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PCSO Martin Beaver attended the meeting to provide an update on the reported incidents within the 
Ward. The Forum was informed that over the last three months there had been:

31 incidents of domestic burglary
9 incidents of non-domestic burglary
19 incidents of theft from vehicles
6 car thefts
7 drug offences

The Forum was also informed that paperwork would be distributed regarding Homewatch soon.

33 MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum held on Monday        14th  September 2015 
were approved as a correct record.

Gary Finch provided updates on the action points raised at the meeting on the 14th:

1. The Forum was advised that no information had been received in relation to which CCTV 
cameras where operational within the Ward.

Action 1: Gary Finch to investigate

2    The Forum was informed that gates had now been fitted at 
      Lucknow Street.

34 ENGAGEMENT EXERCISE ON COUNCIL SAVINGS
Tracey Bland, Finance Manager attended the meeting to present information on a public 
engagement exercise called ‘The Budget Challenge’.



It was explained to the Forum that the Council has faced significant financial challenges since 2011, 
the start of the austerity period and continues to do so. An animated film was screened which 
provided:

 General information about the Council.
 The services the Council currently delivers.
 The financial challenges faced by the Council going forward.
 How the Council has responded so far.
 What the Council is looking to do.
 An explanation of how residents can contribute to this exercise.

The Forum where invited to suggest ideas on ways the Council could save money. 

Comments received, included:

“I am concerned because I do not understand where the money can be saved”

“How much longer can the Council be viable with all these cuts”

The Chair and Forum thanked the Officer for the presentation.

35 NEIGHBOURHOODS DIRECTORATE
Mark Widdup, Director of Neighbourhoods attended the meeting to inform the Forum of the role of 
the Neighbourhood Directorate.

In brief the Directorate is responsible for a vast array of services including
Environmental Management, Highways, Strategic Housing, Community Safety, Townships, Welfare 
Reform, Street Lighting and Information and Communications Technology.

The Director was keen to stress that he wanted to improve communication between the Council, 
community and Forum and reiterated that the Council and Officers wanted to help.

Residents were encouraged to raise concerns and issues whenever appropriate.

The Chair of the Forum thanked the Director for his attendance at the meeting.

36 HIGHWAYS
Steve Reay, Highway Services Manager attended the meeting to cover this item. 

Residents raised the following issues:

- Blocked Gullies in the Ward

Response: The forum was informed that there are 44000 gullies in the Borough. All are checked 
once a year. Problem gullies are re-visited when problems arise or the service is notified. The 
Forum was encouraged to report blocked / problem gullies.

- Pot Holes in the Ward

Response: It was accepted that pot holes do cause problems. However there are insufficient 
resources available to repair all pot holes. The Forum was informed that an annual Highway 
Maintenance Programme is agreed by Members which will improve the situation in some cases.

- Parking Restrictions – Milkstone Road/Tweedale Street/Station Road



Concerns were raised about the inconsistencies that exist with parking restrictions in the above 
areas in the Ward.

Response: The Forum was informed that funding had been agreed to revise the traffic regulation 
orders that currently apply to Milkstone Road, Tweedale Street and Station Road. This will result in 
a more consistent approach to parking restrictions in these areas being applied. It is anticipated that 
this work would be complete by September 2016.

- Madina Cash and Carry Cash Machine 

Concerns were raised about the traffic congestion problems caused because of the siting of the 
cash machine outside this cash and carry. It was asked if planning permission had been obtained 
for the cash machine.

Response: Action 2: Gary Finch to investigate.

- Sharp bend on Milkstone Road / Tweedale Street

Concerns were raised about the sharp bend on Milkstone Road / Tweedale Street.

Response: This was created to accommodate tram works into the Town Centre.

- Parking problems on Miall Street / Durham Street / Hare Street

Response: It was hoped that as a result of the station car park now being open this would alleviate 
some of the congestion / parking problems being experienced. It was also planned to introduce 
parking restrictions on Miall Street.

37 ROCHDALE STATION UPGRADING
Ross Beard, Project Manager, Network Rail and Jon Moran, Project Manager Buckinghams 
attended the meeting to inform the Forum of the improvements that are being made at Rochdale 
Station.

The Forum was informed that the work being undertaken at Rochdale Station was part of a larger 
project to improve connectivity between Bradford and Manchester.

The works at Rochdale Station would include:

- A new bay platform to allow a turn-back facility for services between Manchester and 
Rochdale.

- Extended customer information systems

- Extended signalling infrastructure

Work at the station commenced in November 2015 and will be completed by December 2016.

The Forum was also informed that a number of noise reduction measures will be introduced to keep 
noise to an absolute minimum for local residents. These measures will include:

- The use of modern equipment

- Isowall Hoarding

- Carrying out the noisiest work during the daytime



- The introduction of noise reduction barriers

- Local community briefings.

The Chair and Forum thanked the Officers for the presentation.

38 ROCHDALE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION GROUP
Caroline Lucas, Rochdale Environmental Action Group (REAG) informed the Forum that the Group 
is a community and voluntary organisation which has been in existence for three and half years. The 
Group’s main purpose is to improve the environment within the Borough of Rochdale.

Over the years the Group has engaged with many businesses, organisations, residents and 
customers about the importance of cleanliness and has been successful in working with Churches, 
Mosques and Schools on specific projects.

Although a great deal of work has been undertaken and achieved over the years, a great deal 
remains to be done. For example fly tipping and untidiness within alley gated areas remains a 
constant problem.

REAG will continue to strive to improve the environment within the Borough of Rochdale. However it 
was stressed that littering, illegal tipping and general untidiness are everyone’s responsibility to 
control.

The Chair and Forum thanked the REAG representative for the presentation.
 been cleaning the streets and roads of the Borough of Rochdale since 30 June2012.We assemble outside 
39 ADDITIONAL WORKING GROUPS
The Chair of the Forum informed the meeting that he would  like to introduce a number of working 
groups to concentrate on specific issues within the Ward. In his view these groups should look at 
environmental issues, traffic management, anti-social behaviour and health.

It was stressed that these groups would not be facilitated by the Township Officer but would be 
community led. Although these groups would run separately to the Area Forum, all minutes from the 
working groups would be distributed to Forum members via the Forum Agenda.

The Chair asked that if anyone was interested in taking this idea forward by organising/joining a 
specific group/s they should contact him in the first instance.

40 OPEN FORUM
The following issues were raised during the Open Forum:

A resident raised concerns in relation to a number of environmental and planning issues within the 
Ward. It was agreed that she should speak to the Director of Neighbourhoods following the meeting. 

Residents explained that they experienced a number of problems following the introduction of the 
new waste recycling service into the Ward. These problems involved not receiving waste caddy’s 
and having difficulty contacting the service via the telephone number and email address published.

Response: The Director of Neighbourhoods agreed to pass this feedback to the relevant service. 

A number of residents raised concerns about drug problems within the Ward.

Response: Residents were reminded / encouraged to report incidents of criminal activity within the 
ward. The following contact numbers can be used:



You should always call 999 in an emergency.

Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry.

You can contact your local neighbourhood team by telephone or email

Telephone: 0161 856 9961
Email: rochdalenorth@gmp.police.uk

Crimestoppers – 0800 555 111

Residents were also reassured that surveillance / intelligence gathering initiatives are regularly 
taking the place in the Ward.

A resident asked if the lighting near to the footbridge on Ashfield Road/New Barn Lane could be 
improved. 

Action 3: Gary Finch to investigate.

Barry Cassidy from Diabetes UK, Oldham Voluntary Support Group attended the meeting to remind 
the Forum that he was willing to introduce a Diabetes support group at Deeplish Community Centre.

The Forum agreed to this.

A resident raised concerns about a planning application in relation to a property on Merefield Street.

Action 4: Gary Finch to investigate.

41 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 7th March 2016
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Deeplish Community Centre


