
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 28 January 2016

MINUTES

Present: M. Fraser, P. Kershaw, A. Evans, S. Dixon, N. Dixon, H. Connely, R. Connely, G. Darlly, 
B. Rode, K. Aspinall, S. Acton (Joint Chair), L. Durrant (Joint Chair) J. Kennedy, G. Bowden – Witts, 
G. Walczak, A. Sigroslawski, J. Murphy, T. Lord, S. Noren, J. White, M. Whittle, J. Earnshaw, D. 
Barnett, D. Brewer, J. Walton, E. Walton, Mr & Mrs Sager, A. Neilson and A. Rawstron

Officers: PCSO Giblin, PCSO Haile, P. Maynard (Housing Market Improvement Manager), T. 
Hibbert (Grounds and Horticultural Team Leader), T. Cunningham (Pell Frischmann) and G. Finch 
(Township and Engagement Officer)

Councillors: Councillors Wazir and O’Neill

Apologies: Councillor Heakin

46 PACT MEETING
PCSO Haile and Giblin attended the meeting for this item.

It was reported that over the last three months there had been:

26 reported incidents of burglary dwelling
14 reported incidents of burglary other
31 reported incidents of motor vehicle crime

The Forum was informed that a number of arrests had been made in relation to the burglaries and 
vehicle crime.

In addition to the above residents raised concerns about never seeing a PCSO in the area and the 
intimidating behaviour of young people on Metrolink. GMP representatives noted this.

From May 2016 the Ward would be served by a Neighbourhood Policing Team which would 
represent a significant change to existing arrangements. However the change would result in an 
additional police officer in the neighbourhood.

It was hoped that by operating a Neighbourhood Policing model, officers would develop a good 
working knowledge of the neighbourhood and would be in a better position to respond to problems 
and target hot spot areas.

The Forum agreed that communication between Homewatch Co-ordinators and GMP had improved 
as the Homewatch monthly update was now being received. A link to this update is provided below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43900/GMP%20Homewatch%20Monthly%20Update.
pdf

A response from Inspector Michelle Hughes in relation to the questions raised at the previous 
Forum concerning GMP interaction with travellers and resource reductions was distributed to those 
in attendance. A link to this response can be accessed below:

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43901/Response%20from%20Inspector%20Michelle
%20Hughes.pdf

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43900/GMP%20Homewatch%20Monthly%20Update.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43900/GMP%20Homewatch%20Monthly%20Update.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43901/Response%20from%20Inspector%20Michelle%20Hughes.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43901/Response%20from%20Inspector%20Michelle%20Hughes.pdf


It was agreed that the PACT priorities for the next three months would be improving communication, 
burglary and motor vehicle crime.

47 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS
The following issues were raised:

- Dog fouling is problematical in the area.

It was explained that enforcement is difficult, because it relies upon the Enforcement Officer 
being present when the offence is committed.

Forum members were reminded and encouraged to report incidents of this nature.

- Cars are parking on the grass verge opposite the Healey public house.

This will be reported.

- Litter and illegal tipping is a problem around the vicinity of Rugby Road and Greenbank 
Road and along the footpath which joins the two sections of Greenbank Road, towards 
Whitworth Road.

This will be reported.

- The pedestrian refuge located at Sheriff Street / Falinge Road is damaged.

This will be reported.

- 1 Bentley Street and immediate vicinity is full of litter and discarded rubbish. A caravan has 
also been abandoned at the side of the property.

Peter Maynard will investigate this further.

- A number of grids on Ashmount Drive are blocked due to the debris generated by road 
sweepers cleaning the area. It was reported that this occurs on a regular basis.

This will be reported.

- A yellow line is missing at the bus stop opposite the Healey public house on Shawclough 
Road. As a result cars are parking there.

This will be reported.

- Cars are parking on the safety zigziag on the bend on Shawclough Road opposite Harriage 
Bank.

This will be reported.

- A number of concerns were also raised about the path around Syke Pond and across the 
Common.

Tracy Hibbert agreed to investigate this further.

- Paton Street is in need of a general tidy up.



This will be reported.

- A sign, ‘Bright and Breezy Café’ is attached to a Council asset on Mizzy Road/Whitworth 
Road.

This will be reported.

- Overgrown bushes on Blackthorn Close / Bentley Street were highlighted.

This will be reported.

A resident informed the Forum of a press article (Rochdale Observer 20/1/16) publicising proposals 
to plant thousands of trees across the Borough.

48 DEALING WITH UNAUTHORISED TRAVELLER ENCAMPMENTS

Following a request at the previous Area Forum Peter Maynard (Housing Market Improvement 
Manager) attended the meeting to provide an overview of the legal process that is followed when 
dealing with unauthorised traveller encampments.

It was explained that the law is complex and that travellers are very much aware of what they can 
and cannot do, the legal process and time frame involved. Travellers are also recognised as an 
ethnic group therefore they have rights.

If travellers access council land they are initially allowed 24 hours to move off. If they remain after 
this period, health and welfare checks have to be carried out to ensure that no one in the group is 
vulnerable. Only after this has been satisfied can a Court Order be sought; which can take between 
two and five days to sanction. The Court Order will more often than not give the travellers between 
24 and 48 hours to exit the site. As a consequence it can take between seven and ten days for 
travellers to be removed from sites.

It was accepted that the working relationship between the Police and Council in dealing with issues 
of this nature could be more effective and that discussions were ongoing between the two 
organisations to improve the situation by agreeing a joint protocol. The Forum was also informed 
that consideration was being given to introduce a hot spot injunction across the Borough, although it 
was extremely unlikely that a Boroughwide injunction would be possible. Local bye-laws are also 
being looked at to see if they can influence the way travellers are dealt with.

The Forum was informed that a civic amenity site was now located in the Borough and that although 
travellers have been reluctant to use or be redirected to this site initially, recent incidents suggest a 
more positive reaction from travellers.

Concerns were raised about the illegal tipping and criminal damage that results from unauthorised 
traveller encampments and the costs associated in dealing with incidents of this nature. It was 
acknowledged that encampments of this nature do incur costs for the local authority.

The Forum was reassured that the local authority was fully aware of the problems and anxieties 
caused within localities when travellers arrive and that work is ongoing to improve communication 
between partners.

For further information in relation to this issue Peter Maynard can be contacted on 01706 926622 or 
peter.maynard@rochdale.gov.uk.

49 TRENCH AROUND THE COMMON
Tracy Hibbert, Grounds and Horticultural Team Leader attended the meeting for this item.



At previous Area Forum meetings residents had raised concerns about the way in which the trench 
and areas surrounding it would be maintained. In general these concerns related to water 
accumulation and discarded litter in the trench.

The Officer accepted that litter is a problem, however enforcement is difficult as Enforcement 
Officers need to be in the right place at the time of the offence. The Forum was encouraged to 
report incidents of this nature.

The Officer agreed to initially arrange for a litter pick around the trench/common and in the long term 
introduce a maintenance programme for the area. However the problems being experienced with 
water retention would have to be rely upon natural drainage.

50 BUDGET PRESENTATION
This item was withdrawn.

51 STREET LIGHTING
Tom Cunningham, Technical Director, Pell Frischmann attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that the Street Lighting PFI is a joint project with Oldham Metropolitan 
Borough Council. Although both PFI’s were operating out of the same depot by the same service 
provider, they have separate contracts which are monitored separately.

The Street Lighting PFI was awarded to Community Lighting Partnership (Rochdale) Limited (CLP) 
with E.ON UK PLC acting as their Operating Sub-Contractor to deliver the service. The term of the 
PFI contract is for twenty five years from the 4th July 2011. CLP, as the Council’s Service Provider, 
are responsible for delivering the street lighting service on behalf of the Council in all respects which 
includes replacement of 80% of the existing lighting stock, maintenance of all the street lighting 
assets, carrying out consultation with stakeholders, and dealing with customer queries and 
complaints.

The Forum was informed that the management structure of the street lighting team was changed 
following concerns, and that recent data/feedback suggests that:

- The number of complaints have reduced
- Service responses are better
- The service is more proactive
- Contract penalties have reduced
- The contract is 6 months ahead of schedule.

Residents raised a number of concerns in relation to poor lighting/dark areas, removed lighting 
columns, the placement of replacement lighting, street lights on all the time, street lights never on 
and a view that street lighting levels were better 20 years ago.

A Ward Councillor commented that he regularly receives complaints from residents about lighting 
levels and that many believe lighting levels are not as good as previously.

The Forum was reassured that lighting levels are in line with current legislation and that work will 
only be ‘signed off’ when the appropriate levels are met.

The representative attending for this item encouraged residents to contact him over concerns they 
had - tcunningham@pellfrischmann.com (01925 830 598 / 07764 276 259)

Information was also circulated highlighting other contacts that can be used in reporting street 
lighting fault repairs. This information can be accessed from the link below.

mailto:tcunningham@pellfrischmann.com


http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repairs%20I
nformation.pdf

52 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS - SEE ACTION SHEET
The following updates were provided:

53 PARKING BAYS AROUND THE COMMON
The Forum was informed that the issue of parking bays around the Common is currently with 
Environmental Management and Legal to determine if the bays are still operational. 

Further information will be provided when available.

54 SYKE ROAD CONSULTATION
The Forum was informed that a Syke Road survey had been commissioned. No date with regards to 
commencement or completion of the survey was available.

Further information will be circulated when available.

55 MIZZY ROAD SPEED SURVEY
The Mizzy Road Speed Survey was circulated to Forum members.

It was agreed to discuss the outcome of the survey and possible next steps at the next Area Forum 
meeting on the 24th March 2016.

To view the report please use the link below

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43903/Report%20-
%20Mizzy%20Road%20Speed%20Survey%20Results.pdf

56 SYKE POND
A statement was circulated to Area Forum members outlining the current situation with the pond and 
the work undertaken and planned.

The statement can be accessed from the link below.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43904/Syke%20Pond%20Update.pdf

Concerns were raised about the condition of some of the paths around the pond and across the 
Common and the problems being experienced because of individuals feeding the geese.

57 BOLLARDS ON THE COMMON
It was agreed to defer progressing this issue until the Syke Road survey had been completed.

58 TOWNHEAD JUNCTION
The Forum was informed that a statement had been requested from Highway Services about what 
was being done to improve safety at the junction as a result of the numerous accidents that had 
happened at the junction recently.

No statement had been received prior to the meeting.

Concerns were raised about the lack of filter lanes at the junction, signage and blockages at the box 
junction.

59 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HELD ON 8 OCTOBER 2015
Apologies had been received from Councillor Heakin.

http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repairs%20Information.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43902/Street%20Lighting%20Fault%20Repairs%20Information.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43903/Report%20-%20Mizzy%20Road%20Speed%20Survey%20Results.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43903/Report%20-%20Mizzy%20Road%20Speed%20Survey%20Results.pdf
http://democracy.rochdale.gov.uk/documents/s43904/Syke%20Pond%20Update.pdf


The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Thursday 8th October 2015 were approved as a 
correct record.

60 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
The following matters were raised:

- Flooding outside of the Tanners Arms Hotel, Whitworth Road.
This will be reported.

- Bushes – Hawley Green
A resident raised concerns that this request had been on the action sheet for some time and 
that action should be taken to cut the bushes back to assist pedestrians.

It was explained that the bushes had been cut back and there was a reluctance to do more 
for fear of damaging the bushes.

The Officer (Tracy Hibbert) agreed to investigate this further.

- Defibrillator
No progress had been made, however the Officer (Gary Finch) will speak to Public Health.

- The Forum was informed that an inspection of the damaged and potentially dangerous 
footway on Bentley Street, close to Minky, was due to take place shortly.

61 WARD FUNDS
The Forum was informed that £9967 remained in Ward Funds for 2015/2016.

Jane Barker, Chairperson, Rochdale Children’s Moorland Home attended the meeting to seek 
support for funding for the upgrading of catering equipment and facilities at the home.

The Forum agreed to support the application to the value of 7267.20 from Wards Funds.

Councillor Wazir agreed to support the project with the remaining allocation in his Members Fund 
(£303.34).

Funding was also supported for the installation of 4/5 bollards on Cronkeyshaw Road to stop cars 
being parked on the Common.

It was agreed to defer a decision on the allocation of funds for bollards on the Common (Syke 
Road), ‘do not feed the geese’ signs and ‘do not park on the Common’ signs until the Syke Road 
survey had been undertaken.

A resident also raised concerns about the lack of transparency in a recent Ward Funds Sub-Group 
decision.

Gary Finch explained that the Ward Funds Sub Group is an informal group with no constitution. 
Therefore in an attempt to resolve the deadlock, he had taken the decision to ask the Chair if she 
was willing to have the casting vote.

It was agreed that the communication process be improved.

62 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
Councillor O’Neill reported the following:



- The floods had a devastating effect in some parts of the Borough, however the response 
from public services, the community and volunteers should be congratulated.

- A number of gullies on Syke Road have recently been cleaned.

- Highways had been asked to review the gully cleaning schedule as a result of the recent 
floods.

- BT’s response to the floods and the problems this has caused to phone lines has been slow.

Councillor Wazir reported the following:

- The criminal activities on Heights Lane have now been resolved.

63 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The Forum was informed that Syke Methodist Church had recently submitted an application for 
financial support for a replacement boiler.

The Strictly Come Dancing Grand Finale will be held at Rochdale Town Hall on Saturday 20th 
February 2016, 7.30pm – 11pm

64 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING - 24 MARCH 2016 AT 6.30PM
Syke Community Base, Syke Methodist Church, Syke Road.

24th March 2016

PACT meeting to commence 6.30pm, Forum 7pm.


