
NORDEN AREA FORUM

Wednesday 16 December 2015
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane,

Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), D. Brett, J. Snowdon, Mr & Mrs Brandford, V. Chapman, P .Best, 
G. Mann, D. Cawthron, Mr & Mrs J. Kershaw, M. Newnham, I. Sturrock, S. Davies, J. Oliver, 
B. Greenwood, M. Greenwood, Dr & Dr. S. Davison, R. Blackburn, J. Newcombe, C. McHugh, 
S. Croke and S. Risben

Officers: A. Jackson (Township Management) and PC McCarthy and PCSO Haile (GMP)

Councillors: Holly and Winkler

Apologies: Councillor Gartside and Marjorie Plane

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting. He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2015 were approved as a correct record.

Black Pits Chimney
The Chair explained that Redrow had submitted a proposal to Planning, which was not sufficiently 
detailed for an informed opinion to be reached about the scheme. An Officer from Planning has 
suggested to Redrow that they submit a formal Planning Application.

Norden Bus Terminus
Bollards have been installed around the bus terminus to prevent motorists from parking.

Tenterhill Road Litter Bin
A litter bin has been installed and is making a positive difference in the area.

Reinstatement of litter bins on new lighting columns
Eon have accepted responsibility for replacing the litter bins on the new lighting columns.  Signage 
has been reinstated on the lighting columns. Councillor Holly explained to the forum that this matter 
repeatedly comes before the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and there has been widespread 
concern about the performance of Eon throughout the Borough. Councillor Holly asked Villagers to 
contact the Township Office to report any signs or bins that have that have been missed so that the 
issues can be addressed at the next Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting.

Moss Row Gully
Highways have visited the site and the gully in question is located on an unadopted highway.  
Rochdale Council does not have funds available for the repair of unadopted highways, therefore no 
action will be taken.



Village Plan
The forum was informed three meetings have taken place and the support received from Planning 
Officers has been appreciated.  A limited number of people attended the meeting at the Norden Old 
Library and the forum was asked to decide whether to develop a plan or not.  The plan needs to 
conform to legislation and it will involve establishing a group of at least 21 members of the public 
who are representative of the people of Norden and one local Councillor.  The group is required to 
be constituted, open a bank account and arrange an annual AGM with members elected to take on 
responsibilities such as the role of Treasurer.  Rochdale Council can offer guidance concerning the 
preparation of the plan.  The plan would be subject to public consultation and a ballot.  Martin 
Newnham answered questions about the remit of the plan concerning planning applications within 
Norden.  The forum gave a majority vote to the development of the plan and Councillor Holly agreed 
to be a member of the group.  The plan and request for membership of the group will be promoted 
in a future edition of Streetwise .The Chair thanked Martin Newnham on behalf of all Villagers, on 
his sterling efforts ,so far.

Friends of Heritage Green Update
Residents are currently applying for Village Green status; the outcome of the application is awaited.  
The Chair explained the fact that Village Green status was so close to fruition was due in no small 
part to the hard work of all three local Councillors, but particularly Councillor Winkler, in supporting 
residents. The Chair also acknowledged the project as a great example of cross- Party, cross- 
Township cooperation to achieve a key result for local people. The Chair also thanked the Chair of 
Township for his efforts in supporting FOHG.

Telecoms mast
The mast has been removed and a new mast has been installed and painted to blend with the 
surroundings.

Public engagement on Council savings
A resident expressed their concerns about the presentation not effectively reflecting the impact of 
the cuts on services. The Chair explained that the cuts will be very far-reaching and there will be no 
Departments of the Council which will escape their effects. He urged Villagers to keep this clearly in 
mind when dealing with Officers in the future.

Proposal for Moss Row
The proposal to extend the Moss Row allotments was progressing but slowly.

Rainshore Mill
The forum was informed the developers have been allowed a certain amount of latitude up to now, 
but that Officers from Planning were now taking a keen interest in how matters were progressing  A 
resident commented on the potential for congestion as Overtown Lane is a single track road with 
passing places.  Highways have undertaken a study of traffic in this area and congestion is not 
considered a concern. The Chair pointed out that all three Ward Councillors had expressed concern 
that the renewed Overtown Lane will feature chicanes for traffic calming as well as a horse friendly 
surface to protect the interests of a number of user groups of this sensitive environment. The Chair 
went on to acknowledge the strenuous efforts of Paul Ambrose to ensure that this development is 
as appropriate as possible to its sensitive environment.

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
PCSO Hale informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden:

Burglary: 7
Burglary other: 3 (70% decrease)
Theft from motor vehicle: 9
Theft of motor vehicle: 2 (50% increase)



PACT
Operation Dragster resulted in the seizure of a 4 x 4 and one bike plus three Section 59 Notices 
were issued.  A further two operations are proposed before April.

Pub Watch scheme commenced at the beginning of November.  No issues.

A limited number of calls have been received concerning youths causing annoyance in the Village.  
Police dealt with three youths who caused damage in Caldershaw Park.  The incident was reported 
to their parents and the youths tasked with writing letters of apology.

A local resident participating in the Homewatch Scheme reported two suspicious individuals to the 
Police and this information was linked to two known burglars.

The Police commented on the close working relationship with the Council’s Community Safety 
Section and the support they provide to them.  Councillor Holly confirmed concerns about cuts to 
front line services have been raised at the Overview & Scrutiny Committee.

PC McCarthy provided the forum with information about operations relating to speed awareness in 
the Seven Acres Lane area and motorbikes around Black Pitts.

The forum expressed their gratitude to the Police team.

4. BURY ARCHAEOLOGICAL GROUP PRESENTATION ON GRISTLEHURST HALL
Bury Archaeological Group received a Norden Ward Fund grant last year to enable them to 
purchase materials to support the excavation activities at the Gristlehurst Hall site.  A presentation 
was given to the forum by a member of Bury Archaeological Group about the history of the Hall and 
the findings from their excavations that have taken place on a yearly basis since 2003.  The forum 
was invited to visit Bury Archaeological Group’s web site www.buryarchaeologicalgroup.co.uk to find 
out more information about the group and their activities.

5. OPEN FORUM
Rochdale Township in Bloom
Rochdale Township gained a Silver Gilt award in the North West in Bloom competition, a great 
achievement.

Norden Christmas Fair and Switch On Event
The event was a huge success.  NEEVA were thanked.

Bamford Hall Development Site
Local resident, Scott Cresswell, gave a brief presentation to the forum about a proposed 
development in this sensitive area of Green Belt. Mr Cresswell provided information and images 
making clear his concerns and those of many other affected residents. There was a short question 
and answer session, during which a number of forum members expressed their own concerns about 
this scheme. Forum members voted on two resolutions reflecting those concerns.

1. This forum is not in favour of development on this site.
2. There are no elements of the present proposal which are so outstanding as to allow Planners to 

suspend the normal protections associated with Green Belt.

Both resolutions were carried with a very substantial majority, no votes we cast opposing either 
resolution.

Rooley Moor and Scout Moor Wind Farms
The forum received an update on these matters from Dr Steve Davis and Mr John Newcombe who 
explained that;
Rochdale Council has rejected Coronation Power’s application for the extension of the wind farm 



and approved the application received from Peel Energy for two extra masts to be built at Scout 
Moor Wind Farm (a joint application with Rossendale Council who have also approved the 
proposal).  The Secretary of State has questioned the Scout Moor Wind Farm application approval 
and a formal hearing will probably take place in May 2016.  The public will have an opportunity to 
express their views and participate in a questions and answers session.  The forum was asked 
whether members felt they had been adequately consulted on either wind farm proposal?  The 
answer was a resounding “No”.

It is considered the whole of the development is on common land and the wind farm proposal will 
have a detrimental effect in the area.  Forum members were encouraged to attend the public 
meeting when it is announced.

Ashworth Moor Wind Turbine
Discussions were held about the turbine proposal.  The forum asked the Chair to ensure that 
information concerning future Applications of this, or a similar nature, is made available to the Chair, 
forum members and all local Councillors before decisions are due. A number of residents expressed 
concern that they had been effectively disenfranchised from previous decisions because of the lack 
of information on such matters. Residents were clear in their desire that they should have far better 
opportunities to have their views on such matters heard than has previously been the case.

Edenfield Road Surgery
Residents expressed their concerns about the length of time it takes to book an appointment and 
the availability.  Healthwatch Rochdale was suggested as an appropriate contact to report the 
dissatisfaction with waiting times (contact information available on their web site 
www.healthwatchrochdale.org.uk).  It was agreed a letter should be sent on behalf of the forum to 
the Surgery’s Practice Manager to make them aware of the issues raised.

Shepherd Street Lights
A resident stated a light on Shepherd Street is lit 24/7.  Eon have advised the costs for electricity 
consumption relating to this light will not be the responsibility of Rochdale Council.  The faulty light 
on Shepherd Street to be reported to Eon.
Action 1: Faulty light to be raised with Eon (Councillor Holly)

Norden Food Bank
A food collection for Norden Food Bank was arranged on Saturday with support received from the 
Co-op store.  Norden Library can take donations for Norden Food Bank.

Norden Old Library
The community facility Norden Old Library opened five years ago and it provides numerous 
activities and resources to benefit the local people. It was agreed to invite a representative(s) from 
Norden Old Library to the next forum to give a presentation on the services available and 
achievements.
Action 2: Norden Community Trust Directors to be invited to the next meeting (Nigel Morrell)

Footpaths Closures
John Oliver gave a brief presentation to the forum about the efforts of local ramblers to ensure the 
preservation of the local footpath network. John expressed his thanks for the efforts of the newly 
refocused Rights Of Way Forum to assist in this work. The Chair expressed the thanks of the forum 
to John and his colleagues for the exceptional work they do on footpaths in our Ward and all over 
the Borough.

Bins
A resident reported household bins at the back of Wingate Street and Industry Street are not being 
taken in after emptying.  The location is alley gated and the bins are remaining outside the gated 
area.
Action 3: Contact Environmental Management to report the issue (Anthony Jackson)



Hutchinson Road Play Area
The forum was informed Section 106 monies have been allocated for new play equipment for the 
Hutchinson Road Play Area and this is now progressing. The Chair requested that the forum is fully 
informed and properly consulted on this important issue.

6. WARD FUND UPDATE
Nothing to report.

7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 16 March 2016
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Norden Community School


