
MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Thursday, 10 March 2016

PRESENT:  Councillor June West (Chair); Councillors Boriss, Burke, 
Neil Emmott, Susan Emmott, Furlong, Joinson, Martin, Robinson, 
Rowbotham, Wardle and Williams

OFFICERS: C Albison, R Hudson, G Beverley, N O’Neill, G Pilling, and 
S Reay (Neighbourhoods Directorate), N Barton and N MacDonald (Economy 
Directorate), A Hoque and J Taylor (Children's Directorate) and C Denyer 
(Resources Directorate)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:   Inspector S. Hanlon (Greater Manchester Police) 
and approximately 55 members of public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Greenall and Councillor Murphy

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
57 Further to the Council’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Robinson indicated a 
personal interest in agenda item 7 ‘Tetlow Street Area Residents Parking Zone - 
Objections to Traffic Regulation Order by virtue of a family member living in the area 
covered by the zone. 

Councillor Wardle declared a discloseable pecuniary interest in respect of agenda 
item 6 – Mill Fold Road Area Residents Parking Zone - Objections to Traffic 
Regulation Order by virtue of an interest in a property in the area covered by the 
zone and took no part in the determination of this particular item.

VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS
58 In accordance with the Council Procedure Rule 2.2 the Chair indicated that 
agenda item 8 - Middleton Town Centre Public Realm - and agenda item 9 - Former 
Fountain Street Offices, Middleton - would be considered before agenda item 6 - Mill 
Fold Road Area Residents Parking Zone - Objections to Traffic Regulation Order - 
and prior to all other business contained within the agenda thereafter

PRESENTATION - YOUNG PEOPLE
59 The Township Committee received a presentation from Members of the 
Middleton Youth Forum.

The Committee was advised that the youth work curriculum is underpinned by the 
health agenda and this is reflected in all the youth work sessions provided by the 
Youth Service. 

The presentation by the young people highlighted the activities they had undertaken 
through their involvement with the Youth Service and how this had helped to give 
them a focus and pride in themselves, their achievements and aspirations for the 
future.

Members complimented the young people on the enthusiasm with which they had 
presented their activities. 



DECIDED – That the presentation by members of the Middleton Youth Forum 
be noted and welcomed;

OPEN FORUM (6.15-6.45PM)
60 The following matters were raised in the open forum – 

a)  Parking Problems on Durnford Street

Ms Derrig expressed concerns at the difficulties residents experienced in parking 
their vehicles on Durnford Street and asked if the vacant land on the courner of 
Durnford Street and Long Street could be considered for use as a car park.  

The Director of Economy advised the Township Committee that the vacant land was 
currently in private ownership and that the Council was currently taking steps to 
contact the owner of the land regarding the future of the site. 

In response to a written question from Mr Wolf regarding the situation with the on-
steet parking on Durnford Street the Director of Neighbourhoods undertook to 
respond to him directly in writing. 

b) Condition of the roads in the Langley Area

Ms Pyne expressed concerns regarding the condition of Windermere and Bowness 
Roads which have a disintegrating road surface.

Director of Neighbourhoods advised that he had visited the area earlier in the day 
with Councillor Burke (a West Middleton Ward Member) and undertook to have the 
pot holes jet patched over the next weekend. He further undertook to urgently 
arrange a meeting with the Middleton Township Members to review the condition of 
the roads on the Langley estate and to respond to all the written questions received 
from residents on this matter.

c) Scott Lane Road Surface

In response to a written question from Ms O’Mara regarding the road surface 
on Scott Lane the Director of Neighbourhoods undertook to respond to her 
directly in writing.

d) Bin collection at Long Street

Mr Harter submitted a question regarding a continuing issue of missed bin collections 
at his home on Long Street, Middleton

Members of the Committee undertook to raise the on-going problems regarding bin 
collections with the Cabinet Member for Housing and Environment and the Director 
of Neighbourhoods.

e) Lighthouse Project

Mr Ettenfield requested an update on the relocation of the Lighthouse Project, to a 
suitably sized premise, in the town centre, upon leaving Warwick Mill.



The Chair advised that no suitable accommodation had yet been identified but that 
the Lighthouse project had been given a three month extension to their current lease. 

f) Traffic congestion in Middleton

Mr Vose expressed concerns at recent traffic congestion in Middleton and requested 
a suspension of bus lanes and related actions to address the problems. 

The Director of Neighbourhoods undertook to discuss the issues with officers from 
Transport for Greater Manchester and explore the possibility of a suspension of the 
bus route on Oldham Road for a trial period.

g) Proposed Tetlow Street Residents Parking Scheme

In response to a number of questions regarding the proposed Tetlow Street 
Residents Parking Scheme the Chair advised that a report was to be considered later 
in the meeting and that residents comments would be considered at that time

h) Traffic calming on Mellalieu Street

Ms Stevens submitted a question requesting an update on the assessment of the 
needs/suitability of traffic calming measures on Mellalieu Street as she had not 
received a satisfactory response to her question raised at the previous meeting of the 
Township Committee.

Members requested that in future a clear response to the questions raised in the 
Open Forum be given by officers within a defined timescale and that the Members be 
copied in to the response.

i)  Food Waste Bin Liners

In response to a question from Ms Stevens regarding the prompt replacement of food 
caddy bin liners when the request tag was left on the brown waste bin the Committee 
was advised that the refuse crews carry a supply of the bags and if the tag is left on 
the food wash bin a new supply should be left by them.

MINUTES
61 DECIDED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2016 be 
approved as a correct record. 

MINUTES OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE
62 DECIDED – that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Middleton Township 
Planning Sub-Committee held on 28th October,17th December 2015 and  28th 
January 2016 be noted.

MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC REALM
63 The Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy which 
updated the Committee on the progress of the Middleton Town Centre Conservation 
Area Public Realm works approved by Middleton Township in March 2015. The 
report also sought approval for the extension of paving works to include the northern 
side of Mellalieu Street between Long Street and 36 Mellalieu Street and for the 
provision of funding for a commercial property improvement scheme for Market 
Place, Long Street and Rochdale Road.



The Committee was advised that since the allocation of £1,449,887 was approved on 
5th March 2015 for the laying of locally sourced sandstone pavement on Long Street 
and the northern side of Market Place, the re-laying and extending of ‘tegular’ paving 
on Rochdale Road, upgrading of signage, street furniture and guardrails and repair of 
the boundary wall of Jubilee Park along Long Street, including the reinstatement of 
railings, a number of local residents had requested that the paving upgrade be 
extended along the northern side of Mellalieu Street, due to the poor state of the 
existing surface and the architectural and historic significance of the properties on the 
northern side of Mellalieu Street to the Conservation Area.

The Committee were informed that major improvements had been carried out, or are 
due to be carried out on residential, civic and commercial buildings that are 
significant heritage assets within the Conservation Area. A number of other 
commercial buildings on Market Place, Long Street and Rochdale Road have the 
potential to contribute to the character of the Conservation Area, but suffer from poor 
quality shop fronts, signage and externally mounted shutter boxes. 

Alternatives considered - The alternative to a commercial property grant scheme 
would be a combination of allowing the improvement of commercial property stock 
through market forces and control through the planning system. It was recognised 
that much of the property on Market Street, Long Street and Rochdale Road was 
either vacant or not occupied by uses sufficient to generate appropriate levels of 
investment, therefore without a grant scheme investment is likely to be limited. A 
grant scheme also offered more control of development in the Conservation Area 
than planning powers alone.

DECIDED – that (1) the progress made on the Capital Programme projects 
approved in March 2015, including budget savings and reductions in the 
implementation timetable be noted;

(2) the decisions made under delegated authority as detailed in 
paragraph 3.9 of the submitted report be noted;

(3) an allocation of £37,500 for the extension of paving works along the 
north side of Mellalieu Street be approved; and

(4) an allocation of £150,000  of funding for a commercial property 
improvement scheme for Market Place, Long Street and Rochdale Road be 
approved.
Eligible For Call In - Yes

FORMER FOUNTAIN STREET OFFICES, MIDDLETON
64 The Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy which sought 
approval to declare Fountain Street Offices surplus to the Council’s requirements and 
to request permission to offer the property for sale on the open market.

The Committee were advised that the Fountain Street Neighbourhood Office closed 
in December 2010. The building had been previously offered to the adjacent owner 
as part of the land assembly for a town centre redevelopment project but the 
Township had been unable to support the development proposals.  There has been 
general demand for property in the town centre area and there have been numerous 
enquiries made by interested parties who are keen on being able to bid for the 
building if it is released for sale.



Alternatives considered - The Council could retain the building but there was no 
identified Service or budget to occupy the building and further retention would cause 
the Council unnecessary cost.

DECIDED – That (1) the disposal the former Fountain Street Offices be 
approved;

(2) the Assistant Director (Legal, Governance & Workforce) be 
authorised to carry out the legal work in connection with the disposal; 

(3) the Purchaser pays the Council’s legal and surveyor’s costs.
Eligible For Call In - Yes

MILL FOLD ROAD AREA RESIDENTS PARKING ZONE - OBJECTIONS 
TO TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER
65 The Committee considered a report of the Director Neighbourhoods that 
advised Members of objections and comments received in response to the proposed 
introduction of a proposed introduction of a residents parking zone in the Mill Fold 
Road Area in East Middleton Ward, and the accompanying ‘No Waiting At Any Time’ 
restrictions on Manchester New Road in East and South Middleton Wards and 
Farmway in East Middleton Ward.

The recommendations were presented as in order to comply with the Local 
Authorities’ Traffic Orders, Regulations 1996 the Authority must consider all 
objections submitted during the consultation period of at least 21 days ‘Making’ a 
Traffic Regulation Order. The Committee were requested to consider the objections 
received and make a decision as to whether the scheme should be progressed and 
the new restrictions introduced.

The Committee were asked to note that in considering the report, the proposed Order 
was deemed to be strategic in nature and should be dealt with in accordance with 
Section F2 of the Scheme of Delegation to Township Committee. The Committee has 
delegated power to confirm the proposals and the Order. However, if the Committee 
did not wish to confirm the proposals and the Order, the matter would be required to 
be referred to Cabinet for decision.

Alternatives Considered - The proposal to make a Traffic Regulation Order affecting 
parts of a number of streets in the Mill Fold Road area had been developed for and 
commissioned by Middleton Township Committee.  Should Committee decide not to 
introduce the restrictions proposed then issues of non-residents parking 
indiscriminately would not be addressed by continuing with the current level of 
restriction on the highway. The Traffic Regulation Order was proposed as a 
consequence of indiscriminate parking along the lengths of roads concerned 
affecting residents, the efficient operation of the road network and road safety. 

The Committee considered the views of Mr R Turnbull who addressed the Committee 
in objection to the proposed traffic regulation order.

I discussion concerns were raised by Members of the Committee that the advertised 
traffic regulation order had included additional yellow lines on Manchester New Road 
which had not been included in the original scheme agreed by the Township 
Committee in 2014.  

DECIDED – that (1) the funding for the scheme as detailed in the submitted 
report be withdrawn.
Eligible For Call In - Yes  



TETLOW STREET AREA RESIDENTS PARKING ZONE - OBJECTIONS TO 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER
66 The Committee considered a report of the Director Neighbourhoods that 
advised Members of objections and comments received in response to the proposed 
introduction of a residents parking zone in the Tetlow Street Area in North Middleton 
Ward, and the accompanying ‘No Waiting At Any Time’ restrictions on Townley 
Street, Victoria Street, Langton Street, Hornby Street and Taylor Street in North 
Middleton Ward and Ashton Lane and Kirkway in East Middleton Ward.

The recommendations were presented as in order to comply with the Local 
Authorities’ Traffic Orders, Regulations 1996 the Authority must consider all 
objections submitted during the consultation period of at least 21 days ‘Making’ a 
Traffic Regulation Order. The Committee were requested to consider the objections 
received and make a decision as to whether the scheme should be progressed and 
the new restrictions introduced.

The Committee were asked to note that in considering the report, the proposed Order 
was deemed to be strategic in nature and should be dealt with in accordance with 
Section F2 of the Scheme of Delegation to Township Committee. The Committee has 
delegated power to confirm the proposals and the Order. However, if the Committee 
did not wish to confirm the proposals and the Order, the matter would be required to 
be referred to Cabinet for decision.

Alternatives Considered - The proposal to make a Traffic Regulation Order affecting 
parts of a number of streets in the Tetlow Street area had been developed for and 
commissioned by Middleton Township Committee.     Should the Committee decide 
to introduce the restrictions proposed then the vast majority of objections and 
concerns would not be addressed.

DECIDED – that the proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Borough of Rochdale 
((Civil Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets) (Middleton 
Township) Order 2008) (Amendment) (No.40) Order not be implemented.
Eligible For Call In - Yes 

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
67 DECIDED – That the public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items of business since it is likely that, in view of 
the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings, if 
members of the public were present there would be disclosure to them of 
exempt information, namely information relating to the business or financial 
affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that 
information).

LANGLEY YOUR PLACE ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
68 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of 
Neighbourhoods, the purpose of which was to seek Member approval for Rochdale 
Council’s Environmental Management Team to commission the Riverside Group to 
deliver, through a dedicated team, environmental management services on the 
Langley estate in Middleton. A Contract between Rochdale Council and the Riverside 
Group will set out the arrangements for the service to be delivered.

The recommendations in the report were presented as there are a large number of 
greens, highway verges and other areas of open space on the Langley Estate which 



have been maintained either by Rochdale Council’s Environmental Management 
Service or the Riverside Groups grounds maintenance team. This had caused a 
problem in the consistency of maintenance of the public areas, as green spaces are 
maintained by each party using their own maintenance regimes.  There had also 
been confusion over who is responsible for a piece of land which has resulted in 
difficulties for residents and elected members in identifying who to contact when they 
wish to raise concerns about a particular piece of land.  

DECIDED – that the commissioning by Environmental Management of the 
Riverside Group to establish and manage a dedicated environmental             
management team for the Langley estate to undertake the services identified in 
the specifications in Appendix 1, Schedule 1 of the submitted report be 
approved.

(2) the Heads of Terms and specifications of the contract, as detailed in 
appendix 1 of the submitted report be approved;

(3) the Assistant Director (Legal, Governance & Workforce) be 
authorised to negotiate the final details of the contract. 

(4) the Chair of Middleton Township Committee in consultation with the 
Director of Neighbourhoods, Director of Resources and the Assistant Director 
(Legal, Governance & Workforce) be given delegated authority to approve the 
final version of the Service Specification in Appendix 1, Schedule 1; and 

(5) the Chair of Middleton Township, the Cabinet Member for Housing 
and Environment and the three West Middleton Ward Members be delegated to 
receive the quarterly reports on the contract by Rochdale Environmental 
Management service.
Eligible For Call In - Yes


