
BRIMROD, MARLAND AND SUDDEN 
AREA FORUM

Thursday 17 March 2016
Brimrod Methodist Church, Roch Valley Way,

Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: B. Frost, D. Frost, E. Grace, J. Watson, T. Turner, J. Salford, M. Brown, M. Arshad, 
J. Welby, S. Marsh, K. Huggett, K. Khan, L. Stansfield, S. Whitehead, R. Marsh, B. Goodwin, 
M. Davies, P. Duczak. B. Bullows, J. Howard

Officers: Rochdale Council: S. Hay, Township Management and GMP: PC 4409 Kathryn 
Wynne

Councillors: Ian Duckworth, Jane Gartside, Pat Sullivan

Apologies: Julie Cannings, Diane Lodwig, Bill Brown, Derek Hamill, Beryl Hudson, Dave Logan, 
Glenys Crossley

1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Introductions were made and all were welcomed to the meeting.

2. CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair referred to the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the 
meeting.

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the previous meeting on Thursday 10 December 2015 were agreed, and the 
following updates were given.

Half Acre Lane
Highways’ response with regards to the abuse of the No Entry into Half Acre Lane is consistent with 
previous responses and that is to close the lane.  The residents raising the issue do not want it 
closing but have constantly complained, given examples of near misses, confrontations and 
dangerous incidents from contravention of the No Entry into the lane and state it is only a matter of 
time before a serious incident or fatality takes place.  It is Highway’s opinion closure is the only 
viable option to prevent such abuse and the dangers of it.  The decision to fund the closure of Half 
Acre Lane was deferred at the Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee on 15 March 
2016 to the next meeting on 28 June 2016.  The cost is £10,000.

The grass verges are in the programme of works.  No start date is yet available.

Holborn Street
Highways were asked to patch repair Holborn Street pending resurfacing which is on the Forward 
Work Programme for after 2017-18; not done as yet.

Holborn Street was cleaned up but is a mess again and the area at the rear of numbers 52 to 76 



and the two ginnels leading to it are particularly bad and virtually impassable.  The area is in 
desperate need of a clean-up.  Three landlords have been prosecuted.  Concerning the bins in and 
around Holborn Street, the recycling team are going to do a door-knock in the area to find out what 
bins belong to who and asking that they are taken back onto properties.  Some residents are unable 
to put their bins around the back of their property and that is why they are left out on the pavement 
at the front, so the recycling team will be out and about in the area trying to solve the problems.  
Following the change to a three weekly collection service last October, and because of the efforts of 
all residents within the Borough, the Council achieved a recycling rate of 47.3% for February 2016 
compared to 31.5% for February 2015, so a big thank you to all for contributing to achieving this 
great improvement.
Action:  Arrange clean up (Stuart Hay)

4. POLICE AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
PC Kathryn Wynne reported on the crime statistics for December 2015 to March 2016 and a 
handout was made available to all.

Burglaries had increased and an ongoing operation put in place to tackle the problem.  Elderly 
persons are being targeted and the Police Pod has been deployed at Pegasus Court and Ford 
Gardens to give reassurance, crime prevention advice and measures out, such as alarms.  
Everyone was urged to report any suspicious activity.

A positive fingerprint hit had come back from a burglary on Roch Mills Crescent which will be 
followed up.

Positive identifications were received from blood recovered at the scenes of two burglaries from 
which the offenders have been charged.

A stolen vehicle on false number plates used in a burglary on Birchfield Drive was recovered this 
day and will be forensically examined.

No incidents of contravention of the No Entry into Half Acre Lane had been reported and PC Wynne 
has organised four Special Constables to attend the area throughout April and May.

Youths have been climbing over the fence into Brimrod School grounds where a knife and drugs 
paraphernalia were found in the playground.  She has obtained a key and asked that anybody 
seeing anyone accessing or in the grounds when they should not be to ring the Police.

The Safe Plating Initiative mentioned at the last forum was postponed given resources were 
redirected to the increase in burglaries.

CID are investigating the Rouse Street incident.

A resident of Holborn Street is regularly driving a vehicle without any documentation whatever at 
speed around Holborn Street and dealing drugs.  PC Wynne will investigate.

5. ROCHDALE HEALTHWATCH
Elaine Grace, Community Engagement Officer from Healthwatch Rochdale, gave a presentation 
about the service.  She outlined that Healthwatch Rochdale is one of 152 nationally and is the local 
consumer champion of Health and Social Care Services with statutory powers to ensure that the 
voice of the general public is heard.  Healthwatch is funded by Central Government and is 
independent from the Rochdale Council or NHS.  It provides a signposting service, an independent 
Complaints Advocacy Service, one to one conversations and drop in sessions.  It has definite 
national branding to be recognisable.  It gathers, collates and analyses feedback from the public 
and reports to the Clinical Commissioning Group, on which it has a statutory seat as it does on the 
Health and Well Being Board and reports to the Local Authority and Service Providers both locally 
and nationally.



Questions were answered and a discussion on the state of access to GP’s Surgeries took place.

6. OPEN FORUM
Consultation on Draft Guidelines and Standards for Residential Development Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD) February 2016
The purpose of the proposed Guidelines and Standards for Residential Development 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is to assist in the process of ensuring high quality 
residential development throughout the Borough.  It provides detailed guidance on:
 Specific aspects of new residential development, such as bin storage and car parking space 

requirements;
 Space standards for new residential developments, such as minimum distances between 

windows of neighbouring properties;
 Extensions to existing dwellings;
 Specific kinds of residential development such as barn conversions.

It is important in developing the final version of the Guidelines & Standards for Residential 
Development SPD to have the views of local residents, key stakeholders and other interested 
parties.  A public consultation on the draft document is taking place, from 8 February to 1 April 2016.

Where to view and how to comment
The draft document can be viewed electronically on the Council’s website at 
http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/consultations.  Printed copies of the draft SPD are available in any of 
the borough’s libraries.  Views on the draft SPD are required by Friday 1 April 2016.

Using the online form on the website is the easiest way to respond; alternatively
Email comments to: LDF.consultation@rochdale.gov.uk
Post comments to: Strategic Planning Services, Number One Riverside, Smith Street, Rochdale, 
OL16 1XU

Any queries or problems in responding, contact Strategic Planning emailing 
LDF.consultation@rochdale.gov.uk or telephone on 01706 924252.

Holborn Street Parking
Some residents are parking their vehicles on the grassed recreational areas of Holborn Street and 
in some cases driving along the footpath to do so.  A request was made for preventative measures 
to be taken. It was also requested for an RBH representative to be invited to the next meeting to 
discuss issues on the estate.  PC Wynne will investigate the issue also.
Action: Request RBH to look into preventative measures and to attend the next meeting 
(Stuart Hay)

High Birch Site Issues
The fencing around the old High Birch site has gone worse and is falling dangerously on to the 
footpath.  The site is being persistently fly tipped on, it is a mess and a hut has been built which is 
being used by youths who are lighting fires in it.  Ward Councillors are engaged with Senior Officers 
at a very high level about the future of the site but the owner is completely intransigent making 
enforcement the only option.
Action: Request fencing is attended to (Stuart Hay)

Councillor Jane Gartside
Many thanks were given to Councillor Jane Gartside for her magnificent hard work and sterling 
effort over thirty three years of public service to the community and she was given a big round of 
applause.

http://www.rochdale.gov.uk/consultations


Ward Councillors’ contact details are available on the Council’s website:

Councillor Ian Duckworth
Telephone: 01706 648393
Email: ian.duckworth@rochdale.gov.uk 

Councillor Jane Gartside
Telephone: 01706 658443 or 07812 228281
Email: jane.gartside@rochdale.gov.uk 

Councillor Pat Sullivan
Telephone: 0161 762 1129 or 07967 985240
Email: patricia.sullivan@rochdale.gov.uk 

Township Officer Stuart Hay
Telephone: 01706 922230
Email: stuart.hay@rochdale.gov.uk

7. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
Thursday 16 June 2016 at 6.30pm
Brimrod Methodist Church


