
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 24 March 2016

MINUTES

Present: J. Murphy, A. Evans, J. Kennedy, G. Bowdon - Witt, G. Walczak, H. Connely, R. Connely, 
S. Dixon, N. Dixon, E. Walton, M. Hanif, S. Acton (Chair) and A. Neilson

Officers: G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer)

Councillors: Councillors Heakin & O’Neill

65 PACT MEETING
No PACT meeting was held because no representatives from GMP attended.

66 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS
The following issues were raised:

- Wheelie Bins

Concerns were raised about the number of wheelie bins being left out in certain parts of 
the Ward. New Street and Sweet Briar Close were cited as examples.

Response: This will be reported

- Damaged road sign on Mizzy Road

Response: This will be reported

- Cars parking on a bus stop on Falinge Road

Response: This will be reported

- Bentley Street – Littering problems

At a previous meeting of the Area Forum illegal tipping problems had been highlighted in 
the vicinity of number 1 Bentley Street. Although the caravan has been removed the 
area was still very untidy.

Response: This will be reported

Rugby Road / Greenbank Road grot spot

At a previous meeting of the Area Forum littering and illegal tipping problems were 
highlighted in the vicinity of Rugby Road / Greenbank Road and along the footpath which 
joins the two sections of Greenbank Road, towards Whitworth Road. The Forum was 
informed that these problems still remain.

Response: This problem had been reported on two occasions however it will be reported 
again.



- Traffic mirror – Shawclough Road / Shawclough Way 

A resident asked if it would be possible for the Council to erect a traffic mirror on the 
junction of Shawclogh Road / Shawclough Way to assist road users with the blind spot. In 
addition a group of residents suggested they would purchase the mirror and maintain it 
going forward.

Response: One of the Ward Councillors believed this request would not be supported as he 
had previously asked a similar question. The Township Officer agreed to investigate this 
further.

- Parking on pavements

Concerns were raised about the number of cars parking on pavements throughout the 
Ward.

Response: It was accepted this is a problem across the Borough not just the Healey 
Ward. It is unlikely this situation will change in the short term. Action would only take 
place if cars are causing an obstruction or parked dangerously.

- Townhead Box junction

Concerns were raised about the number of cars stopping in the box junction at 
Townhead which subsequently causes delays and blockages.

Response: It was accepted that on occasions this is a problem. However the problem is 
caused by poor and inconsiderate driving. It is unlikely that modifications will be made at 
the junction to reduce this problem. The installation of cameras would cost in the region 
of £66k and is therefore prohibitive.

- Cronkeyshaw Common & Jacob Bright Mews -  littering problems

Response – This will be reported.

- Parking problems near to Syke Methodist Church

Concerns were raised about the number of vehicles parking on Syke Road directly 
adjacent to the Church and on Dewhurst Road opposite the Church. This congestion not 
only causes problems when services are being held but also for buses attempting to use 
the turning circle. 

Response: The Forum was informed that a commissioning document had been received 
for the introduction of parking bays. However it was stressed that Highways have 
concerns in that introducing parking bays the Council is inviting motorist to park in that 
location therefore it must be safe and a vehicle must not obstruct others. Once a design 
is complete and before any markings are introduced full consultation will be necessary, 
specifically with Transport for Greater Manchester. The bays will not be supported by a 
Traffic Regulation Order.

67 MIZZY ROAD SPEED SURVEY
A Ward Councillor introduced this item providing the Forum with the background to the 
Mizzy Road Speed Survey. 



The Forum was informed that a resident of Mizzy Road presented a petition to Rochdale 
Township Committee in May 2015 with concerns over speeding on Mizzy Road. Highways 
subsequently supported these concerns, Members Funds were used to support the costs of 
the survey which was completed in October 2015.

The outcome of the survey was an option to introduce a 20mph Zone with traffic calming at 
an approximate cost of £30k

A link to the full survey report can be accessed below.

A general debate about the report followed.

The Forum was informed that because of the concerns raised in the report it is intended to 
seek funding for this project from Rochdale Township Action and Resources Committee at 
the earliest opportunity. 

68 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The following updates were provided on issues that had been raised at previous meetings

Syke Pond

Environmental Management (EM) are planning to organise a meeting to discuss the above. 
The Township Officer agreed to speak to EM in an attempt to progress this matter.

Syke Road Survey

No start date for this survey had yet been received.

Hawley Green Bushes

The Township Officer agreed to speak to Environmental Management regarding this issue.

‘A’ Board Policy 

No progress had been made on this issue.

Pedestrian Refuge – Sheriff Street / Falinge Road – Damaged

Work complete, refuge repaired.

Yellow line missing at the bus stop opposite Healey Public House

Reported

Paton Street tidy up

Work completed



Bright & Breezy café sign needs removing from street column

The café sign has been removed from the street column, however it has been placed on the 
grass verge.

Installation of bollards on the Common on Cronkeyshaw Road

Although agreed at the last Area Forum meeting to fund this, plans have been subsequently 
shelved on advice from Environmental Management. See comment below:

“Further to our site meeting this morning. I can confirm that the posts that are already on 
site were positioned within the tree line because of issues near to the kerb edge. When our 
contractor first looked at the site he CAT scanned all the kerb edges and also did some trial 
digs to see what issues were on site. The concrete that is holding the kerbs in place is 
between 300-600mm to the rear of each kerb stone. There is also utilities on that stretch 
that serve the lamp columns and also the BT telegraph posts. With this in mind it was felt 
that we could not position the posts near to the kerb edges and the decision was made to 
run the line of posts amongst/down the tree line”.

People crossing sign damaged / missing Shawclough Road / Bentley Street

This has been reported. A Ward Councillor will also take this issue forward.

Flooding outside Tanners Arms – Whitworth Road

Improvement work completed

Defibrillator

Current stock of defibrillators have been distributed. Public Health will consider Syke Base if 
additional stock is received. Public Health have also indicated they are willing to provide 
free training at Syke Base if required.

Footpath near Minky Mill needs repairing

The footway has recently been inspected and in the opinion of the engineer the current 
state of the footway does not constitute a danger or trip hazard. However he agrees the 
area is unsightly and visually poor. The engineer will visit the footway going forward to 
monitor any deterioration.

He informs me that the budgets that deal with projects of this nature are committed for the 
foreseeable future and the cost would run into thousands. He also commented that if work 
was to be commissioned in the future discussions with Minky would take place because it is 
highly likely that the damage has been caused by Minky wagons.

Given the engineers comments, timeframe and likely costs involved I do not intend to 
progress this matter any further unless the Area Forum wants to prioritise this issue and 
funds become available.



Blocked gullies – Ashmount Drive

The above gullies have now been cleared. However the resident who reported this problem 
stated he wanted assurances that this occurrence would not happen again. 

The full update sheet and statements on progress can be accessed via the link below.

69 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HELD ON 28 JANUARY 2016
No apologies had been received.

The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Thursday 28th January 2016 were 
approved as a correct record subject to the following change.

- Include: Ashmount Drive / Mizzy Road Junction – Poor road surface

70 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
Updates were requested on the following matters:

- Progress on the joint protocol that is being developed between the Police and the 
Council to deal with unauthorised traveller encampments.

- Progress on the work that is being undertaken on local bye-laws to see if they can 
influence the way travellers are dealt with.

- Progress on the introduction of a maintenance programme for Cronkeyshaw 
Common.

The Township Officer agreed to investigate the above.

71 WARD FUNDS
The Township Officer explained that all Members’ and Ward Funds for 2015/16 had been 
spent and that allocations for 2016/17 would be known in June. However approximately 
£3000 remains in an environmental fund for the Ward.

A number of residents stated they were unclear about the type of projects / initiatives Ward 
Funds could financially support. Residents also questioned the role and purpose of the 
Ward Funds Sub Group. It was agreed that the next Area Forum meeting would have 
agenda items on these topics.

72 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
The following news was presented:

- The River Re-opening project was due to be completed in May 2016. A visit had 
recently been undertaken by Councillors to observe the work completed / being 
undertaken.

- There are proposals to operate two markets within the Town Centre – one indoor, 
one outdoor.

- It was planned to stop vehicle access to Yorkshire Street.



73 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The Forum was informed:

- Syke Methodist Church was in need of a major refurbishment, the cost of which has 
been estimated to be £330k.

- £27k had been spent of the roof of the Church.

- Jarvis Street Methodist Church has been sold for £82k.

- Syke Methodist Church is currently looking for volunteers.

- Syke Methodist Church and Syke Base has reported an increase in visitors / users.

- All Saints Church is possibly closing next year.

- £36k is available from the Communities Fund. A bid from Syke Methodist Church 
has been submitted to this fund for a replacement boiler.

74 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
9th June 2016
Syke Community Base, Syke Methodist Church, Syke Road
PACT meeting to commence 6.30pm, Forum 7pm.


