
SPARTH AREA FORUM
Thursday 24 March 2016

Sparth Community Centre, Norman Road, 
Rochdale OL11 4HS

MINUTES

Present: G Rushton, B Morgan, S Dar, R Elliott (Advisian), S Dolan (National Grid), 
A Darby (PPS), S O’Connor, N Edge, P Khan and A Rashid

Officers: A Jackson (Townships)

Councillors: Councillor Zaheer

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND CODE OF CONDUCT
All were welcomed to the meeting and introductions took place.  The Chair referred to the code of 
conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

Apologies were received from Councillors Zaman and Linden, N. Barton, C. Horridge, M. Hebden, 
B. Massey

2. MINUTES FROM LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record.

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
Canopy/Storage
Nick Barton is now happy to proceed with two quotes and will work with Kenny Farrar to move this 
project forward.

4. NATIONAL GRID GASHOLDER DEMOLITION
Representatives from three organisations involved in the project to remove the large gasholder in 
the area attended the forum to inform residents of their upcoming work.  The gas site consists of 
three gasholders, two have now been removed.  Work to remove the third holder, the largest one of 
the three, commenced in March 2016 and is expected to be completed by November 2016.  The 
removal has four processes; water removal, roof removed, the structure is then taken down in 
sections, the void is then filled and levelled.

The site will have three entrances; Fern Street, Dane Street and Church Street.  The Fern Street 
entrance will be used for vehicles as part of the gasholder dismantling.  The Dane Street entrance 
will be used by vehicles filling the holes from the gasholders removed last year.  The Church Street 
entrance may be used by site staff for pedestrian access between the two sites.

Site working hours will approximately be 8am–6pm Monday to Friday and 8am–1pm on some 
Saturdays.

If members of the public have any questions or concerns contact 0808 1687590 or email 
nationalgrid@rochdalegasholders.com

mailto:nationalgrid@rochdalegasholders.com


5. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE - PACT MEETING
Figures from 17 December 2015 to 31 March 2016 (figures received after the area forum)

1. Burglary Dwellings = 2.  One occurred in December (which was an empty property) and the 
other in February.  Unrelated and burglaries have reduced significantly this quarter.

2. Theft from Motor Vehicle = 3.  All reported had property stolen, mainly cash.  Again taxis have 
been a common denominator throughout the ward and the Police emphasised again to the 
public not to leave any valuables in their vehicles.  One of the incidences in Sparth was a 
repeat victim.

3. Theft of Motor Vehicles = 1 (off road bike out of the rear of a property)
4. Criminal Damage = 1

You should always call 999 in an emergency.
Call 101 to report a non-emergency incident or make a general enquiry.
You can contact your local neighbourhood team by telephone or email:

 Telephone: 0161 856 9961
 Email: rochdalenorth@gmp.police.uk
 Crime Stoppers: 0800 555111

6. OPEN FORUM
Section 106 update
Councillor Linden was not present at the meeting to provide an update on the Section 106 money 
from the Aldi development.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Alley gates
Residents at the forum raised concerns about alley gates being left unlocked, particularly in the 
Heath Street area.  The forum was informed Yvonne Bennett, Rochdale Council’s Burglary 
Reduction Officer, has placed notices in the area informing residents to lock the gates when not in 
use.

Vermin
The forum was informed the rubbish in the area will need to be removed before baiting can take 
place to address the vermin problems.

8. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
Thursday 2 June 2016 at 6.30pm
Sparth Community Centre


