
NORDEN AREA FORUM

Wednesday 15 June 2016 at 7pm
Norden Community Primary School, Shawfield Lane,

Norden, Rochdale

MINUTES

Present: N. Morrell (Chair), G. Newnham, M. Newnham, C. McCarthy, B. O’Connor, M. Coats, 
C. Alty, J. Hartop, I. Sturridge, B. Feeney, S. Croke, J. Oliver, S. Heron, J. Wales, E. Eddington, C. 
Myrtle, S. Clegg, C. Brandford, B. Pickup, J. Lingard, P. Best, J. Kershaw and D. Brett

Officers: R. Hudson (RBC - Township), Acting Sergeant Reece Ibbotson (GMP) and PCSO 
Christine McCarthy (GMP)

Councillors: Gartside and Holly

Apologies: F. Shackleton, D. Lodwig, B. Paulinski, A. Rawsterne, N. Greenwood, Councillor 
Winkler, P. Ellison, B. Greenwood and M. Took

1. INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair introduced himself and officers present, and welcomed all to the meeting. He referred to 
the code of conduct and asked all to abide by the code for the duration of the meeting.

2. MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2016 were approved as a correct record.

Key Events
Norden Carnival – Saturday 18 June 2016
RHS Judging Day – Township in Bloom on Tuesday 12 July 2016
Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum Launch Event – Sunday 14 August 2016 see www.rmnf.org.uk 
for more information.

Retirements
Norden Community School – Stephen Haslam – 30 years service, resigning from governing body of 
the school.  The Chair thanked Stephen for his exceptional contribution to both the life of the School 
and community issues.  Both the Chair and the forum wished him a happy retirement.
Clive Wilson – Community Business Co-ordinator, is retiring after more than three decades 
contribution to the education of many generations of local children who had benefited from Clive`s 
passion for sporting endeavour.  The Chair and the forum wish him well in his retirement.

Council Cuts
The Chair urged residents to be patient when dealing with Council Officers as there are fewer of 
them as a result of recent cuts.  He emphasised that Officers are performing a challenging job in a 
difficult environment.

Shawfield Lane
Thanks to the Township Office regarding escalating matters with Highways – matter is still being 



pursued with United Utilities.

Litter Bins – Ashworth Road
Matters resolved.

Former Turner Bros Site
No update - TBA Working Party has not met for 2-3 years.  Mick Coates advised that during that 
time there had been a serious fire at the site and no information had been made available about 
what had been released into the atmosphere during the fire.  Local Councillors were asked to keep 
residents/forum up to date with any information. Survey to be done of the site by the owners and the 
Council. The Chair expressed his surprise at a new survey, when a definitive survey of the site had 
been undertaken a number of years ago by Atkins Global.

Black Pits Chimney
Redrow are still to submit a formal Planning Application.

Albury Drive/Norden School Parking Problems
Update from Parking Services provided by the Township Officer - period includes Easter school 
holidays and half term – therefore this excludes 3 of the 12 weeks so over the 8 week period 11 
visits were made – 5 by the CCTV car and 6 by foot patrols.  It must be stressed to all residents that 
with over 70 schools in the Borough, visits are made on a rota basis and the same issues and 
problems exist at ALL locations with regards to parking of vehicles in restricted areas.  Resources 
have to be spread out equally but Parking Services did say that Norden Community School is one of 
the most frequently patrolled schools in the Borough.

Reinstatement of litter bins on new lighting columns
Eon has accepted responsibility for replacing the litter bins on the new lighting columns.  Councillor 
Holly is continually pursuing the matter.  Matter raised regarding the litter bin on Moss Row car park 
which has appeared near a house and is full of dog waste.  Councillor Holly advised he had ordered 
it and will look into the issue.

Village Plan
The forum was informed there has not been a lot of progress since the last update.  The plan still 
needs to conform to legislation and will involve establishing a group of at least 21 members of the 
public who are representative of the people of Norden and one local Councillor.  The group still 
require more people to sign up and more support was requested from the villagers in attendance.

Proposal for Moss Row
The group are still awaiting an update from EM.  A verbal update from an Officer was given which 
suggested that the proposed extension to the allotments was not moving forward because there 
was an ownership issue over the land and that the Allotment Society had withdrawn its interest.  
Mrs. McHugh from Moss Row Community Allotment Society (MRCAS) explained that the ownership 
of the land was not in doubt and MRCAS had not withdrawn its interest in the project.  Townships 
advised of a new Officer in place who may be able to assist – details emailed.

Rainshore Mill/Over Town Lane, Norden
Update from P Ambrose in Planning provided by Councillor Holly;
As discussed yesterday I have now visited the site and please find below an update with regard to 
the access and drainage arrangements:
 The approved layout scheme for Over Town Lane illustrates that two build outs will be formed; 

one will lie just to the north of no. 2 Baitings Road and the other one will lie adjacent to the 
entrance into the site.  The build outs will reduce the width of the highway and will slow the 
traffic down.  The applicant is required to construct these build outs prior to any of the dwellings 
being first occupied.

 With regard to drainage, I have spoken with the Council’s Clerk of Works who has been 
monitoring the proposed works to Over Town Lane.  He is satisfied that to date the 



implemented drainage works have been completed in accordance with the approved plans.  
The new kerbing has been designed as a combined kerb and drainage system - you may have 
seen that the kerbs contain circular holes which will capture the surface water when the final 
wearing course has been laid along Over Town Lane.

Mick Tuck not in attendance to update – sends apologies.  Rochdale Ramblers Association is trying 
to mark all rights of way and bridleways and is waiting for the signage to be erected which takes 
time.

Hutchinson Road Play Equipment
Date for completion is hoped for end of July/Mid-August 2016.

Wind Farm Update
The campaign continues – for updates please consult the Broadly Fold & Prickshaw Conservation 
Project Website.  Protest march was held 3 weeks ago and 150 people attended.  The matter has 
also made entry into the Rossendale free press.

Ashbourne Street
Councillor Winkler advised at the last forum that the footpath is not part of the development site as 
per the planning application and is also not Council land, therefore, the matter is a civil dispute 
between the land owner and the developer.  Surface is deteriorating rapidly.

Norden Old Library
Mr. Newnham raised this matter at December’s forum and has now received a letter from the 
Township office explaining that the matter is not suitable to be addressed at the forum as it is 
concerning private entities and that it would be better to address things direct to the Trust and 
Library in future.  A resident has asked for the Trustees to make themselves known to the forum and 
to give annual updates.

The Chair read out a statement from Ian Moore which is as follows;

Dear Nigel

I’m writing in relationship to our conversation where you informed me that at a previous Norden 
Community Forum, which you chaired, that a Mr Newnham articulated some concerns relating to 
Norden Old Library.

I’ve written to Mr Newnham on two occasions.  The first occasion I asked if he could address his 
concerns to me and I would respond to them or we could meet in person. I proposed two dates 
which he was unable to attend.

I have written to him again proposing another meeting date and I am currently awaiting a reply.  I 
am still unaware of the details of his concerns, but any concerns he has and anyone else has 
relating to Norden Old Library should be addressed to me at the email address below and not at the 
community forum.  Norden Old Library is run by Norden Community Trust which is a registered 
charity and a company limited by guarantee and not funded by Rochdale Council or any other public 
body. We rely on rental income, grants and donations to maintain the building and to have the ability 
to offer local non-profit making groups room hire at very reasonable rates.  All the Trustees are 
unpaid volunteers with full time day jobs.

For your information:
we are currently in discussions with someone to re-open the café facility in the building, which is 
planned for this Summer.
 We have recently received a grant from TfGM, which we are using towards the cost of repainting 

the clock on the outside of the building.  People of Norden have always shown interest in the 
clock and we are pleased we are able to maintain it for people to see.



 We have various groups using the building but we have room for more.  If anyone would like to 
hire a room please ask them to contact me at the email address below.

 We are always looking for volunteers to help with the upkeep of the building and garden, ideas 
for events/use of our space.

Any enquiries should be addressed to nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com

Regards

Ian Moore
Chair of Norden Community Trust to advise that if any resident has concerns relating to the library 
to email them to nordenoldlibrary@gmail.com

3. GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
Sgt R. Ibbotson & PCSO C. McCarthy informed the forum of the latest crime figures for Norden: 

Burglary: 17
Burglary other: 8
Theft from motor vehicle: 3
Theft of motor vehicle: 4 

The figures are not brilliant but have been much better since 1 June with the change to policing 
cover within the Rochdale Borough.  Norden will now receive more PCSO cover on the streets and 
a specified area officer – Sgt R. Ibbotson.

Residents were reminded of the risk of vehicle and household insecurities, in particular with it 
approaching holiday season.

PACT
Operation Dragster – still ongoing, funding from United Utilities and other groups.
Pub Watch Scheme – no main issues.
YCA – it has calmed down and is still being monitored.  Students will be visited by Police regarding 
behaviour in the community.
Edenfield Road speeding issues – problem is being addressed.  Police have knowledge of locations 
and are more vigilant.
Drugs – no issues and any areas are already being patrolled.  If any residents have any issues 
please make Police aware of these.
Licensing – concerns were raised by residents over recent events concerning premises applying for 
alcoholic licenses and it causing the consumption of alcohol by young people in the community.  
Any issues, matters to be reported to the Police by ringing 101 as always in these instances.

Councillor Gartside addressed matter to Police regarding drug snap bags being found in 
Caldershaw Park.  Police were aware of the issue and are working in collaboration with the 
Spotland team due to the area coverage of individuals.

An Edenfield Road resident requested an update on an assault on a child which had recently 
occurred at the Community School Playing Field.

The forum expressed their gratitude to the Police team.

4. TREE OF TIME: ROCHDALE BOROUGH TIMEBANK
Introduction to this model of working was made by Sean Heron from Rochdale Solutions.  Time 
banking is a way to get vulnerable adults within the community to swap skills and time for services 
received instead of it costing money.  It builds up resources available by opening up access to more 
organisations and helps the community work together to connect and build relationships.  
Information on how to contact the organisation was distributed.



5. BLACKPITS ROAD WAITING RESTRICTIONS
The forum were presented with information from the Council’s Highways Dept and their intention of 
work in the form of a Traffic Regulation Order to extend the double yellow lines scheme on 
Edenfield Road as well as the current plans to extend the same on Blackpits Road, Norden.  The 
advice from Highways is that both themselves and GMP consider the way in which parking is taking 
place is dangerous and there is the likelihood of a collision.  Unless they take action to prevent 
parking which has the potential to cause an accident, it could contravene the Highway Code and the 
authority could be considered negligent in any court proceedings resulting from an accident.

Residents spoke of their concerns regarding additional double yellows on that stretch of Edenfield 
Road, particularly the bend where cars already speed past, stating that speeds will increase with the 
removal of parked cars in the area.  The Blackpits TRO appears to be a less contentious matter, 
although again some residents had concerns that the lines would displace cars to park elsewhere 
on the road and cause other issues.

After a number of expressions of concern about this issue by forum members, the forum voted 
unanimously in favour of the proposition that:

“There should be the fullest possible consultation of the local community prior to the introduction of 
the proposes Traffic Regulation Order”

Highways Dept has been emailed to convey the comments and concerns and so that it could be 
noted that there would be high opposition to the Edenfield Road TRO from residents, who would 
prefer to be further consulted on the matter and allowed to express their opinions direct.

6. OPEN FORUM
Mill House Farm
Proposed demolition – a resident raised their concerns over this development/application and 
wanted residents to support her views on opposing the application.

Village Plan
Chair thanked Martin’s efforts in relation to this and asked residents to support the matter.  Meeting 
arranged to discuss this at Norden Old Library on Saturday 2 July 2016 at 1pm.

Footpaths
Update from J. Oliver – Rochdale has the largest number of footpaths in the Greater Manchester 
Area.  Staffing in the Council’s Environmental Management has been cut and contractors are being 
brought in to resolve any maintenance issues over the next 3 months.  Councillors Gartside and 
Holly are both involved.

Zip Wire at Hutchinson Road Play Area
A resident reported a fall by her child using the zip wire as the handles had lost the rubber grip.  The 
matter had been reported to the Council’s Environmental Management but had not been addressed.  
Update from the Township Office (Thursday 16 June) – matter reported, inspection carried out and 
equipment disabled and part ordered.  Resident and Councillors updated.

Woodyard Garage
The forum was informed that they had submitted a planning application to extend opening hours to 
24 hours.

Norden Stores
The forum discussed the fact that the premises have now reopened selling milkshakes and 
sandwiches.  Councillor Winkler was looking into whether this constituted a change of use.



Paving outside Norden Post Office
Resident reported the tegular paving outside the Post Office was damaged and in need of repair.  
Township Office escalated this complaint to Highways the next day and an inspection was made.  
An Officer reported paving was intact but identified a potential trip hazard which has been marked 
up ready for repair.

Pharmacy Edenfield Road Petition
A resident alerted the forum to the fact the pharmacy has a petition to oppose cuts/closures to 
pharmacies in the UK and encouraged villagers to support this.

7. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Wednesday 14 September 2016, 7.00pm–9.00pm
Norden Community School


