
MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Thursday, 15th September 2016

PRESENT:  Councillor June West (Chair); Councillors Bell, Boriss, Burke, 
Neil Emmott, Susan Emmott, Furlong, Joinson, Martin, Robinson, Smith, Wardle and 
Williams

OFFICERS: Mark Widdup (Director of Neighbourhoods), Steve Blezard (Assistant 
Director Operations), Sandra Bowness (Assistant Director Early Help & Schools), 
Vicky Crossland (Assistant Director Finance), Eric Holliday, Lauren Mason, Steve 
Reay Nick O’Neill and Carol Albison (Neighbourhoods Directorate),  John Wood 
(Children’s Directorate) and Caroline Denyer (Resources Directorate)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Inspector Kris Williams, Jonathan Mason, Laura Ansbro 
and Sharon Hogg (GMP) and approximately 30 members of the public. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Rowbotham and Councillor Williams

MINUTES SILENCE
24 The Committee observed a period of silence in respect of Honorary Alderman 
Maureen Rowbotham who passed away recently. Mrs Rowbotham had served as a 
Member of the Council for the Middleton North Ward from 2004-2012. She had been 
awarded the title of Honorary Alderman, which is awarded to past councillors who 
had given outstanding service to the Borough, at an Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Council held on 26th July 2016. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
25 Councillors Bell and West declared personal interests in item 6 - The Need for 
Extra Reception Class Places 2016-2019 - by virtue of their being Primary School 
Governors. 

PRESENTATION- GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE
26 The Township Committee received a presentation regarding the Greater 
Manchester Police Public Enquiry Counter Review from Jonathan Mason, the Project 
Manager for the PEC Review Project within the Transforming Policing Services 
programme at GMP.

The Committee was advised that Greater Manchester Police were in the process of 
reviewing the service that some of their public counters provide and were consulting 
with staff, local authorities and the general public to gain their views on the options 
that were being proposed prior to the implementation of any permanent changes. 

The Committee was informed that there was a proposal to reduce the number of 
Public Enquiry Counters (PEC) from 22 to 12 and reduce the opening hours of the 
remaining PEC’s in line with the pattern of demand. This proposal included the 
closure of the Middleton Police station Public Enquiry Counter. 

Alternative support was proposed to be provided through 
 Improved signposting, advice and guidance on the website and via the 

telephone
 An online lost property system
 A yellow telephone outside police stations for advice or to report crimes



 Alternative PEC provision within the local authority area (available at 
Rochdale Police Station)

 Continued access to local policing 
 Future improvements to the GMP website / customer contact.

Consultation on the proposals was due to end on 26th September and the views of 
the public were sought at any of the Public Enquiry Counters, by email to 
PEC.ProjectTeam@gmp.police.uk on line at:  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GMPconsultationsurvey  or at the engagement 
events on 17th and 21st September from 11.00am – 2.00pm in Middleton Shopping 
Centre. 

DECIDED - That the presentation be noted.

OPEN FORUM (6.15-6.45PM)
27 The following matters were raised in the open forum – 

Middleton Cycle Route

In response to a written question regarding the tarmac surfacing of thee cycle route 
at Hopwood Woods the Highways Services Manager undertook to provide a written 
response to the query.

School Place Planning

In response to a number of questions regarding School Place planning relating to 
items 6 and 7 on the agenda the Assistant Director of Early Help and Schools 
advised that places were allocated in adherence to the School Admission Code 
which is a statutory requirement. Parents were advised to apply within the advertised 
timescales and that there would be a media campaign to ensure that parents were 
aware of the deadlines for applications for admission to both Secondary and Primary 
Schools.  The Assistant Director of Early Help and Schools undertook to provide a 
full written response to the questions raised.

Future Use of ‘Harry’s Hut’

In response to a residents query regarding an application to use the former scout hut 
on Long Street known locally as ‘Harry’s Hut’ for a commercial venture the Chair 
advised that the Township Committee had resolved at a previous meeting that the 
premises should be retained only as a  community/meeting venue. 

Removal of York stone paving on Mellalieu Street 

In response to a question regarding the use of the original York stone pavement on 
Mellalieu Street the Highways Services Manager advised that following an 
investigation it had been concluded that the original York stone paving had been 
uncovered as reported but that the paving was deep enough for to be overlaid with 
the new tegula paving and that it provided a very solid base. It had been decided that 
the stone paving was therefore not to be removed.  The contractors had been asked 
if any had already been removed and they had responded that it had not. 

The Committee was advised that there photographic evidence could be provided that 
showed the stone had been removed by the contactors and the Highways Services 
Manager undertook to further investigate this matter further.

mailto:PEC.ProjectTeam@gmp.police.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GMPconsultationsurvey


The wall in Jubilee Park

In response to a written question as to why the work to the wall in Jubilee Park has 
not required planning permission the Committee was advised that the work 
constitutes a repair and as such is a permitted development.

Providence Chapel

In response to a written question regarding future plans for Providence Chapel the 
Committee was advised that there are no current proposals for the redevelopment of 
the site and the Council is awaiting further proposals from the property owner and a 
timetable for this approved demolition to take place.  

The old Rectory

In regard to a written question regarding the future of the old Rectory on Mellalieu 
Street the Township was advised that the property was privately owned and therefore 
the Council was not currently aware of any future plans for the property.

Cankey’s Ginnel

In response to a written question from a local resident regarding the possibility of 
installing lighting or CCTV in the Conservation area of Cankey’s Ginnel to deter anti-
social behaviour, the Township Manager undertook to provide a written response to 
the query.

Yellow Lines on Preston Street

A number of residents with businesses on Preston Street raised queries regarding 
the no waiting restrictions which have been placed on Preston Street the Highways 
Services Manager advised that the required consultation had been carried as 
required and that the Township had considered the objections raised to Traffic 
Regulation Order at a meeting held on 17th September 2015 and determined that as 
a consequence of indiscriminate parking along the lengths of roads concerned 
affecting goods vehicle access, driver visibility and road safety that the yellow lines 
were required in the area.

Resurfacing of Bowness Road

A resident raised an issue with regard to the delayed work to resurface Bowness 
Road.  The Highways Services Manager advised the Committee that the contractor 
had been delayed in starting the work as the work schedule had over-run and that a 
new date had been confirmed for the work to commence in October. Members of the 
Committee expressed their concerns about the delays that had occurred in 
completing this work. 

Anti-social Behaviour Problems at Car Park on Stott Lane

A resident raised a concern regarding anti-social behaviour problems on the car park 
on Stott lane close to St Anne’s Academy.  The Committee were informed that 
officers had carried out spot checks in the area but that no incidents of anti-social 
behaviour had been observed.  

MINUTES - MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE



28 DECIDED – that the Minutes of the meeting of the Middleton Township 
Committee held on 21st July 2016 be approved as a correct record.

MINUTES - MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE
29 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meetings of the Middleton Township 
Planning Sub-Committee held on the 6th July and the 3rd August 2016 be noted. 

THE NEED FOR EXTRA RECEPTION CLASS PLACES 2016-2019
30 The Township Committee considered the report of the Director of Children’s 
Services which informed the Committee that there was a need to keep under review 
the need for extra Reception class places in each Township from September 2016 to 
September 2019. The purpose of the report was to present an update on the current 
admission position for September 2016 and to put forward proposals to address the 
need for any further extra Reception Class places up to September 2019.

The recommendations were brought forward as in recent years there had been a 
continuing increase in the number of children born across the Borough, who will, in 
due course, require Reception Class places. The data presented in the report, at 
both Borough and Township level, showed that there are different demand pressures 
in each of the Townships. The available data indicated that whilst there had been a 
decrease in the number of children born for admission to primary school in 
September 2019, there was still a need to consider additional places in some parts of 
the Borough to ensure there were sufficient places overall.

DECIDED – that the report be noted
Eligible for call-in - no

THE NEED FOR EXTRA YEAR 7 SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES FROM 2017
31 The Committee considered the report of the Director of Children’s Services 
the purpose of which was to inform the Members that there was a need to keep 
under review the need for extra Year 7 secondary school places across the Borough 
from September 2017 onwards and to set out proposals to address the ongoing need 
for further secondary school places.

The recommendations were put forward as in recent years there had been a 
continuing increase in the number of children born across the Borough who would 
turn will need Secondary School places. The data presented in the report, at both 
Borough and Township level, shows there are different demand pressures in each of 
the Townships.  

DECIDED – that the report be noted. 
Eligible for call in - no

LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME - REVIEW OF SCHEME 2017/18
32 The Committee considered the report of the Director of Resources which 
formed part of the Local Council Tax Support Scheme consultation process with 
proposals as approved by Cabinet on the 11th July 2016 for consultation. 

The recommendations were put forward as Schedule 1A of the Local Government 
Finance Act 2012 requires local authorities to consider whether to revise or to 
replace its Local Council Tax Support Scheme each year. Any revisions or a 



replacement scheme must have been considered and agreed no later than 31st 
January 2017 for operation from 1st April 2017. 

DECIDED – that the report be noted.
Eligible for call-in - no

REVENUE BUDGET UPDATE 2017/18 TO 2019/20
33 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Resources 
which provided an update on the 2017/18 to 2019/20 Revenue Budgets.

The recommendations in the report had been presented to the Cabinet, at its meeting 
on 12th September 2016, were put forward as the Council is legally obliged to set a 
balanced revenue budget. The budget setting process is complex and must be 
undertaken in a planned way. Whilst budgets are prepared in accordance with the 
approved guidelines a number of alternative options relating to savings proposals 
and budget pressures were considered as part of the overall budget setting process. 
Budget forecasts are based on known and anticipated levels of spending and 
resources; significant budget risks were identified within the report. 

DECIDED – that the Revenue Budget Position for 2017/18 to 2019/20 be noted;
Eligible for call-in - No
                                                                                                                                                         
SAVINGS PROGRAMME 2017/18 AND 2018/19
34 The Director of Resources submitted a report which informed the Township 
Committee of the saving proposals for 2017/18 and 2018 /19 and to seek comments 
thereon as part of the public consultation process. Based upon current assumptions it 
was estimated that saving proposals of £38.8m were required over the next two 
years to set a balanced budget

The Committee were advised that the proposals which had service delivery 
implications were appended to the submitted report and were available on the 
Council website for comment as part of the public consultation process. 

DECIDED – That the report be noted.
Eligible for call-in - No


