
HEALEY AREA FORUM
Thursday, 8 September 2016

MINUTES

Present: S. Acton (Chair), M. Fraser, J. Murphy, J. White, A. Evans, J. Kennedy, G. Bowdon-Witts, 
V. Heather, H. Connely, R. Connely, C. Aspinall, K. Aspinall, S. Dixon, N. Dixon, D. Barnett, E. 
Walton, Rev H. Johnson, D. Wightman and E. Walsh.

Officers: E. Grace (Healthwatch), G. Finch (Township & Engagement Officer) and PCSO Bird

Councillors: Councillors Wazir, Heakin and O’Neill

Apologies: A. Neilson

90 PACT MEETING
PCSO Bird attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that over the previous three months there had been:

11 Domestic burglary’s
14 Burglary others
34 Theft from motor vehicle

A traffic operation had also taken place on Height’s Lane with a number of fixed penalties 
being issued.

The Chair thanked the police for the assistance they had provided to a resident who had 
spotted an individual acting suspiciously near to her home and the quick response in 
dealing with the recent traveller encroachment onto the Common.

A resident also raised concerns about vehicles riding on the Common. The police advised 
that issues of this nature should be reported on the 101 number. However the police would 
not get involved in a pursuit because of health and safety issues.

The Forum was also informed that crime figures for the Borough and the Ward are available 
on Police.co.uk

91 OPEN FORUM - AN OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS TO RAISE CONCERNS
The Chair informed the Forum that it was her intentions to introduce a Code of Conduct to 
Area Forum meetings. A brief overview of the Code of Conduct was given.

This was agreed by the Forum

The Chair also asked the Forum if they were agreeable to the introduction of an Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) which would formally elect a Chair and Vice Chair 

This was agreed by the Forum. The next meeting of the Area Forum (8th December 2016) 
would include the election of the Chair and Vice Chair.



Residents raised the following issues:

1. A resident raised concerns about the condition of many footpaths in the Borough due 
to the prevalence of weeds.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

2. A resident informed the Forum that a bed had been thrown over the wall opposite 
380 Whitworth Road and that this issue had been reported previously.

3. The problem of wheelie bins being left out on New Street was highlighted again. No 
action has been taken since last reported.

4. A resident raised concerns about the number of estate agent / fly posting 
promotional material being attached to or placed on Council assets.

The Township and Engagement Officer would report this and agreed to investigate 
the number of penalty notices that have been issued in relation to these actions.

5. A resident commented that the highways work required at the junction of Ashmount 
Drive / Mizzy Road has been marked out since early July, yet the repair still requires 
attention.

6. A resident reported that when attempting to report incidents of fly tipping the 
Council’s website directs you to ‘my account’. It is not possible to attach photo’s to 
this system.

The Township and Engagement Officer would report this.

7. A number of concerns were raised about the untidiness of certain parts of Falinge 
Park.

The Township and Engagement Officer would report this.

8. A resident raised concerns about the reduced public transport provision in the Ward.

A Ward Councillor advised he was aware of this problem and would be organising a 
meeting with the bus company in question, local councillors and a Transport for 
Greater Manchester representative.

9. A general discussion took place about the recent traveller encroachment onto the 
Common, close to the ‘road with no name’. Residents were generally pleased how 
quickly the travellers were moved on by the police. It was also commented that it 
would be possibly unlikely that the travellers would return to this specific area 
because of the boggy nature of the ground.



92 UPDATES ON ISSUES RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS
The following updates were provided on issues that had been raised at previous Area 
Forum meetings:

1. Syke Road Traffic Survey

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that a meeting involving 
the Ward Councillors, residents and a highways representative had taken place in 
July to discuss the Syke Road Traffic Survey.

This meeting had been requested by residents following an initial response from 
Highway’s that suggested that the traffic survey would be of no benefit.

After discussion it was agreed that Highways would give consideration to:

- The possible introduction of 20mph signage on Syke Road and Dewhirst Road 
with speed humps at the bottom and top of Syke Road.

- The possible introduction of double yellow lines at the junctions abutting Syke 
Road.

- Repairing the potholes on Syke Road

          The Township and Engagement Officer was aware that the proposed 
          action’s, identified above had been assigned to officers. However  
          progress on these issues was not known. 

          The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this  
          further.

2. Syke Pond

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that a Syke Pond 
Steering Group Meeting had taken place in August following a request at the last 
Area Forum meeting. Ward Councillors, residents and Council Officers attended.

Following discussion it was agreed that:

- The Syke Pond project is progressed on the basis of Option 1 in the draft 
feasibility study.

- The project be managed in two phases. Phase one would concentrate on making 
good the stone paving and surrounds of the pond. Phase 2 would concentrate on 
the footpaths leading to and from the pond.

- Health and Safety would be asked to visit the pond to undertake a safety 
assessment.

- The Asset Management Group would be informed of the project and be 
requested to offer financial support.



- A report would be produced for Rochdale Township Committee seeking financial 
support for the project.

- An investigation be undertaken to ascertain if the footpaths on Syke Common are 
designated rights of way.

- An investigation be undertaken to see if the Syke Common area can be 
designated a conservation area.

- The maintenance issues in relation to the Syke Pond islands be reported.

           The Township and Engagement Officer was aware that a Health and 
           Safety representative had visited the site and had agreed that 
           work was necessary, the Conservation Officer had been made aware  
           of the request for conservation status and the maintenance issues in 
           relation to the Syke Pond islands had been reported.

3. Parking on the Common

The Forum was advised that investigations into the status of the historical parking 
bays on the Common was ongoing. Estates and Land Registry were currently 
looking into this matter.

4. Speeding on Mizzy Road / Heights Lane

Financial support for the introduction of traffic calming measures in the above vicinity 
has now been secured. 

5. Parking problems adjacent and opposite Syke Methodist Chapel

The Forum was advised that highways had undertaken a desktop tracking exercise 
which indicated that the introduction of ‘chevron’ type parking bays would prohibit 
buses using the turning circle. As a consequence highways would not support this 
project.

Some Forum members contested this advice and a Ward Councillor agreed to 
challenge this decision.

6. Would Greater Manchester Police be undertaking an exercise with Healey residents 
in relation to the problems experienced with traveller encampments on the Common.

It is unlikely that an event will be organised. The meeting held recently aimed at 
Greenbank Road residents was organised on the basis of the recent traveller 
encampments on the Greenbank Road / Cronkeyshaw Road area of the Common.

7. Investigate the cost of undertaking a traffic survey on Shawclough Road.

The cost of a survey would be £750. Area Forum Sub-Group members have 
subsequently supported this project.



8. Grass opposite Healey Pub needs cutting.

Grass has been cut.

9. Edge of Common needs cutting

Grass has been cut.

10.Policy on returning waste bins after they have been emptied

Operatives are informed to return bins to pick up point. The Forum was advised to 
report consistent breaches of this.

93 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCES AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
HELD ON 9 JUNE 2016
Apologies had been received from Andrew Neilson.

The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Thursday 9th June 2016 were approved as 
a correct record subject to the following changes:

Remove: Fencing at One Ash Close is damaged and potentially dangerous.

Minute should read: Fencing on the alleyway adjacent to One Ash Close is damaged and 
potentially dangerous.

Remove: Is there any update on introducing bye-laws on the Common to deter 
unauthorised traveller encampment.

Minute should read: Is there any update on the work that is being undertaken on local bye-
laws to see if they can influence the way travellers are dealt with.

94 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES NOT LISTED AS AGENDA ITEMS
A resident referred to the discussion that took place at the previous meeting in relation to 
amendments being made to minutes.

He commented that he had received an email from the manager of the Township team that 
suggested, in his view that significant amendments required to minutes should be included 
in the minutes they are pertinent to.

The Township and Engagement Officer suggested that the term ‘significant’ was open to 
interpretation and that the email received by the resident also made this point.

The Chair concluded that issues in relation to minutes had been discussed at length at a 
previous meeting and the Forum had agreed a way forward. The Chair also indicated that 
any future issues regarding minutes should be addressed to her in the first instance.

95 HEALTHWATCH ROCHDALE
Elaine Grace, Community Engagement Officer, attended the meeting to inform the Forum 
of the role and purpose of Healthwatch Rochdale.

The Forum was informed that Healthwatch Rochdale (HWR) is the local consumer 
champion of Health and Social Care Services. HWR have statutory powers to ensure that 



the voice of the general public is heard and can carry out announced and unannounced 
visits to service providers.

HWR gathers feedback from the general public about their experiences of Health and 
Social Care services. HWR collate and analyse the feedback received from the general 
public and report this to the Clinical Commissioning Group, the Local Authority and other 
service providers both locally and nationally.

HWR provides a signposting service, an independent complaints advocacy service, 1-2-1 
conversations with staff and drop in sessions across the four Townships. 

HWR had recently been involved in projects in relation to GP Surgeries and has undertaken 
an ‘enter and view’ exercise on Ward 7 at Fairfield Hospital.

Further information about HWR can be found at www.healthwatchrochdale.org.uk

96 MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS
The Forum was informed that the following monies were available to the Ward:

Members Funds: 1 x £1274 – 1 x £2000 – 1 x £2000

Ward Funds: £7250. Since the previous meeting £750 had been allocated to the 
Shawclough Road traffic survey.

Environmental Issues Fund: £3003

Forum members were encouraged to think of projects / initiatives for the Ward that could be 
supported from the above funds. Any suggestions should be forwarded to the Township 
and Engagement Officer. Suggestions put forward will be discussed at the next Forum 
meeting.

97 COUNCILLORS' NEWS
The Forum was informed of the following issues:

- Town Centre development is continuing. One objective of this is to improve the Town 
Centre’s night time economy.

- The Gracie Fields memorial statue will be unveiled on the 18th September. Further 
details on this event and other Gracie Field events are available on the Council 
website.

- Rochdale has the largest numbers of apprentices in Greater Manchester.

- A number of former Councillors including ex Healey Ward Councillors received 
Honorary Alderman Awards at a recent Council ceremony for their services to the 
Borough.

- Telegraph house is to be demolished

- A heritage weekend has been organised for this weekend (10 / 11 September 2016). 
Further details of this event are available on the Council website.

http://www.healthwatchrochdale.org.uk/


- A Rochdale literature festival has been arranged for the 21 – 23 October. Further 
details about this event are available on the Council website.

- The library at Number One Riverside is open on a temporary basis at present. It will 
hopefully be fully re-opened during October.

Residents raised the following issues:

1. What is happening to Beales

Response: It is closing.

2. Skateboard activity in the Town Centre is increasing and young people are sitting in 
shop door ways.

Response: This is being observed / monitored

3. Has anything been planned for the open space in Number One Riverside.

Response: Due to the damage caused by the floods, unsure if any progress had 
been made.

98 GOOD NEWS FROM PEOPLE IN THE AREA AND SYKE COMMUNITY BASE
The Chair reported that the partnership between Syke Community Base and Syke Chapel 
would be known as Syke Connection. The production of business plans, securing funding 
and making changes to the Chapel are priorities for the partnership.

The Chair informed the Forum that Members of the 32nd Rochdale Rangers are planning to 
visit Mexico next year to assist with a number of community action projects. To help 
undertake this visit a fundraising – Mexican Cantina – evening has been planned for the 
17th September. Forum members were encouraged to attend this event.

The Township & Engagement Officer agreed to send an application form to the group 
regarding the possibility of financial support.

99 DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING
8th December 2016
Syke Community Base, Syke Methodist Chapel, Syke Road
6.30pm


