
SPOTLAND AND FALINGE AREA FORUM

Thursday, 15 December 2016

MINUTES

Present: B. Holden, J. Moss, B. Penty, A. Foster, R. Heap, P. Massey (Chair), S. Ashworth,   Mr & 
Mrs Forden, S. Whitworth, M. Coats, M. Oliver, L. Kay, Rowland, D. Holden and C. Faulkner.

Officers: PC Jones, PCSO Vokra, V. Bradshaw (Finance) and G. Finch (Township & Engagement 
Officer)

Apologies: Councillors C. Biant, S. Biant and Cocks and forum members J. Addy, C. Dodgson, B. 
Patterson, Mr & Mrs Summerville, A. Rawsterne, M. Rashid and D. Kay

62 WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, APOLOGIES AND CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded the Forum about the Code of Conduct. 
He asked that everyone comply with the code throughout the meeting.

Apologies had been received from Councillors C. Biant, S. Biant and Cocks and forum members J. 
Addy, C. Dodgson, B. Patterson, Mr & Mrs Summerville, A. Rawsterne, M. Rashid and D. Kay

63 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
PC Jones and PCSO Vokra attended the meeting for this item.

The Forum was informed that the last three months has seen a reduction in reported crime. An 
arrest had also been made of an individual who was responsible for a significant number of motor 
vehicle crimes.

Crime related hotspots of recently reported crime have been the Edenfield Road and Denehurst 
Park areas.

Forum members were encouraged to report incidents on the 101 number although Crimestoppers 
can also be used – 0800 555 111. In the event of an emergency 999 should be used.

A resident asked what happens when an incident is reported to 101.

GMP informed the Forum that by reporting to 101 the incident will be logged and will help in building 
up a picture of activity in a particular area. The more an incident is reported the more likely it is to 
receive a response.

However it should be understood that by reporting an incident to 101 will not necessary mean that a 
police officer will attend the incident. Because of capacity issues prioritisation of incidents has to 
take place.

Concerns were also raised about the number of scooters being driven in the Ward. Churchill Street 
was identified as a particular problem area.

GMP acknowledged they were aware of this and that Operation Dragster was a successful recent 
initiative which resulted in a number of off road bikes being seized and arrest being made.

Residents were also informed that GMP has a no pursuit policy.

Incidents should be reported with as much information as possible, for example make of bike, 
colour, registration number.



64 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
Victoria Bradshaw, Finance attended the meeting for this item.

It was explained to the Forum that the Council has faced significant financial challenges since 2011, 
the start of the austerity period and continues to do so. Forum members were provided with the 
following information:

 General information about the Council.
 The services the Council currently delivers.
 The financial challenges faced by the Council 
 How the Council has responded so far.
 What the Council is looking to do.
 An explanation of how residents have and can continue to contribute   to financial challenges 

going forward.

A general discussion took place about the effects financial and service reductions were having in 
the Ward and Borough generally and that it was getting increasingly difficult to preserve front line 
services.

A lengthy discussion took place about the recent decision by local Councillors to accept an increase 
in Members Allowances which had been recommended by an Independent Remuneration Panel. In 
general Forum members expressed their disappointed with this decision and asked that increases in 
Members Allowances should be the same as Council employee salary increases.

It was also commented that it was hypocritical to discuss the financial challenges facing the Council 
when the boroughs elected representatives had awarded themselves significant increases in their 
allowances.

Some residents questioned the decision to build Number One Riverside. However it was explained 
that in doing this a number of other Council owned assets could be released which off-set costs. 

A resident suggested that the Council should publish the suggestions received from the public which 
accrued most savings. It was believed this could encourage more people to engage.

Forum members were encouraged to view the savings proposals on-line or in libraries and make 
comments. The consultation process would finish on Monday 9th January 2017.

65 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
The minutes of the Area Forum held on Thursday 29th September 2016 were approved as a correct 
record.

No matters were arising.

The following updates were provided:

- Hedges on Ings Lane

The Township and Engagement Officer apologised for not investigating this further. However 
further information would be available at the next area forum meeting.

- Meanwood School Fencing

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that an application to secure 
funding for the restoration of the above fencing had recently been submitted to Rochdale 
Township Action and Resources Committee. However the application was unsuccessful. 



- Speeding issues within the Ward

The Township and Engagement Officer apologised for not investigating this further. However 
further information would be available at the next area forum meeting.

- Environmental Impact Report

The Forum was informed that there were no plans to produce an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) for the small pocket of land at the junction of Edenfield Road / Ings Lane. The 
advice received from the Council was that EIR’s are only produced for larger pieces of land.

A resident commented that the land had recently gone to auction but that the agreed sale 
had fallen through.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to investigate this further.

- Holmes Street flood concerns

The Township and Engagement Officer informed the Forum that concerns raised by 
residents about flooding concerns on Holmes Street had been reported to the appropriate 
service,

- Churchill Street dog fouling

The Forum was informed this had been reported.

66 MEMBERS/WARD FUNDS
The Forum was informed that the following monies were available to the Ward:

Members Funds:

Councillor Cecile Biant - £1574.88 (£425.32 has been allocated to Greave Play Scheme).

Councillor Surinder Biant - £1232.53 (£767.47 has been allocated to Rooley Moor Neighbourhood 
Forum Launch Event)

Councillor Cocks - £2000

Ward Funds - £7387.72 (£297.28 has been allocated to Churchill Street Bollards; £315 has been 
allocated to Churchill Street Litter Bin)

A general discussion took place about a number of projects that may be suitable for financial 
support. These included:

Safety Barrier

Following the recent incident on Sandy Lane which resulted in a wall being demolished by a 
speeding car a request had been received to install a safety barrier at the location to improve safety 
in the area. An estimate of £2700 had been received for this work.

The Forum was not convinced that this was necessary, especially a barrier and thought it was a 
knee-jerk reaction. They also commented that there were other areas in the Ward that required 
safety improvements. They also asked why bollards would not be appropriate.

Having said this, the Area Forum Sub-Group agreed to consider this again once a commissioning 
document has been received.



The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to progress this matter.

Meanwood School Fencing

An application for £14980 had recently been submitted to Rochdale Township Action and 
Resources Sub Committee (RTAC) for the restoration of the above fencing. The application was 
refused.

The Forum was informed that if they wished this work to be carried out it would be necessary to re-
submit another application. However this application would have to be different. The only way the 
application could be amended would be by obtaining funding from another funding stream which 
would enable an application to be submitted to RTAC for a lesser sum. 

Following discussion the Forum refused to support this project from Ward funds, therefore a re-
submission to RTAC would not occur in the short term.
A resident asked if an application form for funding could be forwarded to him regarding a project at 
St Edmunds Church.

A general discussion took place about the planting of flowers/flowerbeds within the Ward. 

The Chair reminded the Forum that any applications for Ward Funds should be submitted as soon 
as possible.

67 OPEN FORUM
Residents raised the following issues:

- Area Forum members expressed their disappointment that no Ward Councillors were in 
attendance at tonight’s meeting. 

It was explained that apologies had been received and that there was also a clash of 
meetings. 

- A resident raised concerns about the lack of information and poor communication about the 
TBA site.

An information sheet on TBA related issues was circulated to Forum members and the 
information provided can be seen below:

What is happening on site;

The site owner has commissioned a company - RSK to undertake an intrusive site survey.

Purpose of the survey; 

Some previous surveys have been undertaken on an ad-hoc and piecemeal basis. This 
survey will use the old information and supplement it with more investigation to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the site.

Details of the survey;

The contractor RSK has conducted risk assessments and safe working practises. Resident’s 
concerns about work on site (eg washing down machinery) have been passed onto RSK and 
dealt with.



Road Closures; 

The contractor has applied to the Highways Authority and permission has been granted to 
close part of Woodland Road and Spod Road during the intrusive site works. The road 
closure is permitted for 8 hours per day (9.00 – 17.00hrs)

The RBC website will be updated to include this information.

Results of the survey; 

The contractor; RSK will report all findings to the site owner. The site owner has agreed to 
share the final report with the Council, which will then also be available to the Public. No 
specific date has been stated at this time for the report to be made available to the Council 
and the public.

  
Illegally dumped waste materials on site;

The Environment Agency are the enforcing authority for waste materials and they are 
conducting a criminal investigation. The EA have not disclosed any further information to the 
Council as this may compromise their investigation. RBC is unable to comment further in this 
regard. 

Future of the site;

The survey report will allow the site owner to consider the future options and feasibility for 
the site. It is therefore not possible at this stage to say what the future use will be.

Any future use will require planning permission and the normal planning process of planning 
application, consultation, consideration and then determination will be followed. 

- Concerns were raised about the length of time it was taking to carry out the work on Mellor 
Street Bridge. 

- Concerns were raised about the litter that was being caused by smokers near to Ings Lane 
Clinic.

- Amy Street and Cutgate Road were highlighted as dog fouling hot spots.

- A resident asked what the current situation regarding the land that had been identified as 
replacement for Lenny Barn was.

- Residents asked what Section 106 monies were available to the Ward.

- A resident also suggested that an information sheet should be provided at Area Forum 
meetings with useful contact numbers.

- A resident reported the street sign on Woodstock Street needed replacing.

The Township and Engagement Officer agreed to report / investigate the above issues.

68 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 30 March 2017, commencing 7pm.
Spotland Methodist Church


